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A FAMILY ESTATE... 
FOUNDED AND OWNED CONTINUOUSLY BY THE DE LATOUR FAMILY SINCE 1900 


Vineyards and 
Winery at 
Rutherford, 
Napa County, 
California 





OF HIGHEST QUALITY 


CALIFORNIA: Angelica XXX, Tokay XXX, Muscat de Fron- 
tignan (Muscatel), Burgundy, Cabernet, Riesling, Chablis, Dry 
Sauternes, Chateau Beaulieu (Sweet Sauterne) 


APPROVED BY THEIR EXCELLENCIES 


The Most Rev. John J. Mitty, D.D., Archbishop of San Francisco 
The Most Rev. J. Francis A. McIntyre, D.D., 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
The Reverend Clergy throughout the country who, during the 
past forty-six years have been continuous users of Beaulieu 
Vineyard wines, have attested to their superior quality. 
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WRITE FOR PRICE LIST 





AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES 


Bernard McCulla, Inc. John F. Fleming 
341 Weybosset St. 35 Sagamore Ave. 





Main Office Neu York Office and Cellars 
300 Montgomery St. 42 West Broadway 
San Francisco 4, Calif. New York 7, N. Y. 


f£. M. Langers Co. E. M. Lohmann Co. Wm. J. Meininger D. Recher & Co. 
815 So. Sixth St. 413 Sibley St., P. O. Box 6147 322 W. North Ave.. 
Milwaukee 4, Wis. St. Paul 1, Minn. Houston 6, Texas Chicago 10, Ill. 
A. J. Hammer Co, The Mid-West F. A. Remanjon 
1653 St. Clair Ave. Church Goods Co. Sales Representative 
N.E., Cleveland 14, 1218 Farnam Street, 2039 Calhoun St. 
Ohio Omaha 2, Nebraska New Orleans 19. La. 








Providence 3, R. I. West Medford 55, Mass. 
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REPOSITORY FOR HOLY THURSDAY — 


Beautifully Designed—Sturdily Constructed 


All bronze, gold lacquered, lined with cedar 
wood and white faille, equipped with lock. This 
Repository fills a need for parishes using side 
Altar Tabernacles or temporary Thrones. 








BRONZE REPOSITORY 
No. D800 
IE: I i oN aT 31% in. 
RR SO INE ii icciriarratiisseiciiasttaeeananenascioarceoesnicneaic) 87% in. 
Width WOINIG  siiesosistinsccccccaccssniisiieceeateintinclsibeestiaicdticleoadsnen aiieaacoaas 14 ” 
OE CID esreticsccceciscsiecrpieinniviaeassiaieeeaea 6% x 12 
PER s ecccomnss $185. 00 
CROWN AND STAND 
No. D802 
Cast Bronze gold lacquered Crown and adjustable Stand. 
Height overal 42 in. 
po ee oS es 
BI GE CID ~ sissiccsoisiaeccettmicitisincicecadesseccnmtersteicsittabesssdiiceiiven 6 in 
Price $40.00 
CURTAIN 
No. Y803 
White Faille Curtain as illustrated 
oo $25.00 


OSTENSORIUM 


No. D/E 1201 


Gothic Design, all gold plated, 25 
inches high. Large sterling silver 
gold plated rubrical luna. Seven 
statues, silver plated. 


ID iscviscosemecetibeudimmiaenions $300.00 
PURE 
IRISH LINEN ALB 
No. F4502 


Cut full, light weight Linen Alb. 
Cross design embroidered liturgi- 
cal banding can be furnished in 
all church colors: Red, Green, 
Black, Purple and Golden Yellow. 


Guaranteed fast colors. State color 





desired. 

PUNIIR ic seith i wicciiaiivenmeaiegauaat $15.95 
Surplices to match above alb. 
PII .oxcviscacseninakenicoaaceateaecaas $12.95 


PLAIN PURE IRISH LINEN 
SURPLICES AND ALBS 





No. F4501 

Same as No. F4502 without band- 

ina. 

PEIOGE BUCS dcccccicsccsceccorione $7.95 

PAID oss scvcdiecosoatieaes sipteinbeee $11.75 

PURE IRISH LINEN ALB TOPS 
Alb ‘Top ade 26 inches lonq for 
lace 36 in aac deccanane $7.95 No. F4502 


THe WOUSE OF HANSEN 
_THE HOUSE D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


23 N. FRANKLIN STREET e CHICAGO 6 e° FRANKLIN 8750 











NO. A985 TROPICAL WORSTED 
A medium weight all wool wrinkle resisting fabric 
that is ideal for year-around wear. Provides a cas- 
sock that combines distinctiveness with durability. 





Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock , = 
$59.50 For 

Sash to Match $9.00 No. 
HOUSE CASSOCK $115.00 No. 
foriz 

No. A950 TROPICTEX ao 

A‘ material with a very fine weave yet por- coio 

ous in construction. This fabric is ideal for = 
year-around wear in most climates. Will ext 

tailor into a cassock of exceptional rich- _ 

ness. # No. 

Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock : = 


$62.50 ral 
Sash to Match $9.00 : 
HOUSE CASSOCK $115.00 


NO. A911 SERGE 


If you desire a cassock that will give you 
comfort and keep its shape even on the 
hottest days, then choose this porous, long 
wearing lightweight, all wool imported serge. 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock 
$65.00 
Sash to Match $9.50 
HOUSE CASSOCK $122.00 





NO. A951 PURE SILK 


One of the finer grade pure silk fabrics that 
tailors into a beautiful lightweight cassock. 
An exceptional garment for summer and 
traveling. 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock 
$82.50 
Sash to Match $10.00 
HOUSE CASSOCK $140.00 





WIDE BACK ROMAN 


Samples of fabrics 
and easy self-meas- 
urement order form 
supplied upon re- 
quest. 





SEMI-JESUIT 


The House of HANSEN is headquarters for Prela- 
tial Garments of purple materials in the correct 


Vatican shade. Every garment whether it be a N 
Choir Cassock, House. Cassock or a Ferraiolone - 
is traditionally tailored by expert craftsmen. Pe b 
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COMPLETE OUTFITS 


HANSEN'S ALTAR BOY SURPLICES 


Hansen's Altar Boy Surplices can be furnished in sizes 18 to 
24 inches, inclusive, at prices listed. 

For size 26 inch Surplices, add 40c to tha prices listed, ex- 
cept Nos. B100 and B110, which are priced at 75¢ additional. 









No. B60. Light weight, fine weave, strong cotton material. San- 
ES ER SCTE RR eee een A TOR $2.50 
No. B61. Light weight, fine weave, strong cotton materi San- 
forized, with lace. Each ieinlanlsishibasictiaenicetinisninieianpiansiadsianinnsiebinnnandeieeneinnel ‘..$3.50 


No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice, made of same mate rial 
as used in B60 Surplice. Rubrical banding s mA ied in all church 
coiors. Please specify color pada desired when ordering. 
EE LI Se eee a $3.95 
No. B80. Durable Oxford Cloth Surplice, medium weight. Made 
extra full. Sizes 18 a ee eg. ee. ee are 

No. B70. Fine wear ring Marquisette Surplic 
cS 2 2 2 ee SS eee ae ee eee 
No. B110. Fine quality e mbroidered lace, it flora sign. 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. Each................ $6.15 
No. B100. Altar Pray Lace Seugliee. Beautifully embroidered flo- 
tal design. Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. Each..$7.95 












Cc 
@pes, Sashes, and Surplices Extra 


HANSEN'S 10-POINT ALTAR BOY CASSOCKS : 
THREE STYLES 


B10 Button Front—B11 Buttonless Belt-On—B12 Zipper Front 
YOUR CHOICE OF BLACK, RED, WHITE, GREEN OR PURPLE CASSOCKS 


1. Cassocks are tailored of good quality Poplin material (fast color) in black, 
red, white or purple; also, of all oo tropical weave material in black 


2. Each size has been expertly designed by the Master Designer of our 
Priest Cassocks. 

3. Form-fit Roman back drapes correctly and the fitted sleeves hang grace- 
fully and naturally. 

4. The skirt and body of the cassock is tailored extra full, which eliminates 
binding and ripping when genuflecting and walking. 

5. French seams throughout, exclusive in Hansen's cassocks, sewn with 
strong thread; gives complete reinforcement at all points of strain. 

6. Two inch hem at the bottom allows lengthening when required. Also pre- 
vents fraying from contact with shoes. 

7. Standing clerical collar innerlined to prevent wilting or sagging; adds 
greatly to distinctive appearance. 

8. Eyelet-type reinforced button holes. Ivory-hard removable buttons with 

slip-on pins to “stay put.’ 

Tailored in our own factory means more quality and longer service for 

less cost. 

10. Every cassock is carefully inspected before sewing in HANSEN'S label, 
which carries with it a positive money back guarantee. 


PRICES FOR ALTAR BOY CASSOCKS 





Correct Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin All Wool 
Length of Age Down Back — on Belt-on Zipper Black 
Surplice Cassock Measurement Wo. B10, Ea. No. Bil, Ea. No. Bi2, Ea. Only, Each 
18 in. 6 Yrs. 36 in. $ 5.00 $ 5.00 $ 5.5 $10. 
18 in. 7 Yrs. 38 in. 5.50 5.50 6.0 10.75 
18 in. 8 Yrs. 40 in. 6.00 6.00 6.50 11.75 
20 in. 9 Yrs. 42 in. 6.50 6.50 7.00 12.25 
20 in. 10 Yrs. 44 in. 7.00 7.00 7.50 12.75 
20 in. 11 Yrs. 46 in. 7.50 7.50 8.00 13.00 
22 in. 12 Yrs. 48 in. 8.00 8.00 8.50 13.75 
22 in. 13 Yrs. 50 in. 8.50 8.50 9.00 14.25 
22 in. 14 Yrs. 52 in. 9.00 9.00 9.50 15.25 
= in. = sg = in. = = ye no 
’ les in. rs. 56 in. 10.00 10.00 . 25 iew . B1O 
oe, BE Settea"see )=— ie. 17 Yrs. 58 in. 10.50 10.50 11.00 oe fe ee 
and eye collar and 26 in. 18 Yrs. 60 in. 11.50 11.50 12.00 17.50 Back. The patented 
belt front that in- 26 in. 19 Yrs. 62 in. 12.50 12.50 13.00 17.75 ivory hard removable 
sures ease in don- For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above write for quotation buttons will not pull 
ning or removing. Please specify STYLE * COLOR * SIZE when ordering off. 


“rae nose" HANSEN 
THE HO D. B. HANSEN & SONS 
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Hansen's No. 3 Prismlite 7-Day Candle is molded in an individual glass 
container, a truly great achievement in candle making art. The prismatic 
edges of the glass container reflect rays of light similar to facets 
of cut glass, magnifying and beautifying the flame. Each candle, being 
individually ‘glass-contained, makes it easier and quicker to renew, 
and eliminates the necessity of cleaning the ruby glass. Manufactured 
in our own modern candle factory of the finest ingredients. Hansen's 
Prismlites will burn clear and bright in any temperature. 

A year’s supply (50 candles) guaranteed to burn 365 days, packed in 
two cartons of 25 candles each for easy handling. Weight 

per carton, 65 pounds. $17 95 
Price, a year’s supply (50 candles)........ A NEW LOW PRICE! 


RUBRICA BRAND PRISMLITE 


Hansen’s Prismlites are available in 51% Beeswax. A year’s supply (50 
candles) guaranteed to burn 365 days. Packed in two cartons of 25 candles 
each for easy handling. Weight per carton 65 pounds. 











BEESWAX MASS CANDLES 



















The Zenith of Perfection . . . these four 
words tell the story of why Hansen's Mass 
Candles can be depended upon for com- 
plete satisfaction. Years ago we were the 
first to say “if a Candle is not good enough 
to bear a stamp showing the percentage 
of pure beeswax it is not good enough for 
Mass.” 

But this left open the question of a stand- 
ard for candles of less than 100% bees- 
wax. The House of HANSEN again pio- 
neered. Through laboratory and burning 
tests, formulas were established so that 
uniform results can be guaranteed by The 
House of HANSEN under all conditions re- 
gardless of beeswax content. HANSEN’S 
STAMPED BEESWAX MASS CANDLES are 
all of uniform quality and all full weight 
and full quality. We guarantee complete 
satisfaction Please note that these candles 
are sold by the pound—not sets—giving 
10 to 15% more weight for the same 
money. Candles are packed 54 pounds to 
a case in all standard sizes. 

IDENTIFIED LIKE STERLING SILVER 
.. . FOR YOUR PROTECTION... 


pant, 
= 


ESTO THE POUND 


Ajft* 
¥ haga 


S-SHORT WEIGHT CANDLE 
“16 OU) 





tees than! 1 Case|2 Cases 
| lease | 54 lbs.| or over 


$1.25] $1.10]  $.99 








‘ 


54 lbs. to a case 


51% Stamped Full 
Weight Candles 


60°, Stamped Full 
Weight Candles | _(1.35;_~=1.25 1.20 
100% Stamped Full 
Weight Candles 1.50; 1.40 1.35 
Composition Wax 
Color Molded 
Candles | 66, .56; «51 
Stearic Acid, Snow 
White, Extra Hard 
Candles 





FULL. WEIGHT CANDLE 
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STRAIGHT SIDE LIGHTS 


4 HOUR LIGHTS 
Packed 6 gross to the carton 


6 HOUR LIGHTS 
Packed 5 gross to the carton 
to $2.10 
to 25 gross 
to 100 gross 
100 or over 


8 HOUR LIGHTS 
Packed 5 gross to the carton 
eS 
5 to 25 gross 
25 to 100 gross 
100 or over 


10 HOUR TAPERED LIGHTS 


Packed 5 gross to the carton 
1 to $2.7 





25 to 100 gross 
100 or over 


TAPERED LIGHTS 
10 HOUR LIGHTS 
Packed 4 gross to the carton 
$4.15 


15 HOUR TAPERED LIGHTS 

Packed 3 gross to the carton 
1 to 3 gross 5 
4 to 9 gross 


® 10 or over.... 


Be 


use of HANSEN 
THE 1 Vp. B. HANSEN & SONS 
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‘The Peacock 
Astride the 
World’”’ 


An unusual pattern, 
available in all standard 
= colors, which is also suitable 
= for Altar hangings and 
. other liturgical decoration. 





THE PEACOCK ASTRIDE THE WORLD is a symbol of hope in a world that has 
seemingly lost much of its zest for living while it reaps the Harvest of killing 
through war. The ancients believed that the cooked flesh of the peacock was 
incorruptible, and the old legend speaks of the peacock as a symbol of im- 
mortality. As such it was used on early Christian tombs. The peacock in this 
design bears the Christogram upon its breast and stands in the outline of the 
Cross to signify that our hope is in the Immortal King of Ages, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who by His Cross has given us hope. 


“Buy 





ALLEN SILK MILLS 


Manufacturers 
Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 
868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1 N. Y. 





VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
Trade Mark Res. DRAPERY FABRICS EMBLEMS 

‘ ” 
Amer ican Sold Exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 


IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 400 CRAIG STREET WEST, MONTREAL 























Tue Homivetic anp PastoraL Review (Monthly), Vol. L, No, 6 (March, 1950). Copyright 1950, by 
Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the 
Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subscrip- 
tions to the U. S., $5.00 per Annum. $5.25 in Canada. 























St. Ann’s Church, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
The Rev. Charles L. McColgon, Administrator 


The interior of St. Ann’s Church is greatly enhanced by the decoration as shown in the 


accompanying illustrations. The Apse is treated in light tints with interspersed accents of 


pure gold, thus giving a harmonious setting for the Altar, while the central barrel vault of 
the Nave is articulated with an over-all field of rich blue relieved by a powdered pattern 
in contrasting colors. Side aisle half vaults are rendered on a background of rose color 
covered with vine pattern and interspersed with early Christian symbols. Each Side Altar 
is an accent; both vary in design and color, and in each case is fitted to the dedication of the 
Altar. A few large chandeliers were removed from over the center isle, remodeled and 


hung in two rows down the church, in keeping with the principles of modern church lighting. 


RAMBUSCH 


petting 
Designers Decorators and Graflsmen 
40 West 13th St. « New York II, N_Y. 


Rambusch for Decoration, Murals, Altars, Altar Rails, Pulpits, Lighting Fixtures, Woodwork, 
Art Metal and Stained Glass Windows 
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BOOKS FOR LENT 


DAILY PRACTICES FOR FORTY DAYS— 
FILL IN EMPTY SPACES WITH: 


DAILY MASS DAILY MEDITATION 























teTeN [EERE ae wine: paper 
MISSAL 
MISSAL Tm GOSPEL 
f 
57¢ 50¢ 
90° 75¢ 





$1.40 
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DAILY PRAYER 


ao @ a 2 


DAILY READING 











The 
NEW 


TESTA- TESTAMENT 























3 
= 
x= 

| ‘Seema: 7 
a 
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FATHER 
STEDMAN | STEDMAX 


* My Little § 1. My Daily Psalm Book (red binding) 


NEW e MISSAL LIBRARY 4 2: My Sunday Missal (green binding) @ NEW 
(3 volumes) ( 3. My Lenten Missal (purple binding) 








These three deluxe, gilt edge books in maroon library case $5.00 











ORDER AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM 


CONFRATERNITY OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 
at the Monastery, 5300 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn 19, N. Y. 
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HoMILIES ON THE LITURGY 
OF THE SUNDAYS AND FEASTS 
By Clement H. Crock, Sancta Clara Monastery, 4200 North Market St., Canton, Ohio 


Page 
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Meaning of Blessed Palms 

The rs has been always regarded as the 
symbol of victory. However, in their enthusias- 
tic welcome of Christ into Jerusalem, the Jews 
saw in Him merely an earthly leader. There- 
fore, Christ wept over their blindness. We 
should not misinterpret the meaning of the 
blessed palms. 


Tg ar pare 543 
Sin and Its Counterpart 

The Liturgy of ve features Christ’s re- 
proaches to ungrateful mankind. We ought 
not to censure too severely those who put Christ 
to death, while forgetting that through our sins 
we must share in that awful responsibility. 
We should associate ourselves to-day with the 
faithful band who stood at the foot of the Cross. 


re “ 546 
Jesus the Light of the World 

On Easter Morn the inspiring ceremony of the 
lighting of the torches is held in Jerusalem. 
The Risen Saviour is thereby acclaimed the 
Light of the World. As living torches, we 
should spread a knowledge of that Light. 





General Index to Volume L, Numbers 1-6............. scahacaiite ne os av laani osm aee mete 


First Sunday after Easter........ a 


Second Sunday after Easter......... 


Third Sunday after Easter........... 


Criterion of Our Faith 

Christ presented His wounds to St. Thomas in 
confirmation of his faith. The world is to-day 
steeped in gloom because it has discarded the 
true faith to follow false leaders, who offer a 
Christ without the insignia of the wounds—a 
a religion made easy for the modern world. 


549 
Mystery of Suffering 

Every one of us has a cross to bear patiently 
after Christ. The history of the human race 
shows that there can be no peace without some 
suffering. If we acquiesce in Christ’s will in 
all our trials, we shall possess the peace of 
Christ. 


552 
Good Example in Times of Distress 

St. Francis of Assisi tells us that we must make 
our everyday lives a sermon. Example is 
probably responsible for more conversions than 
religious arguments. Even when we are mis- 
understood and abused, we should rejoice, for 
Christ also had to submit to untold indignities. 


587 











ROOT—The Candle of Plus Values! 








Everything you get in ordinary 
51% and 60% candles same 
size, same beeswax content, you 


get in 51% and 60% 


ROOT 
Rolled Candles 


plusup to 15% Extra Burning 
Time 

plus Extra Strength 

plus Extra Pleasant Aroma 


These plus features are positive, 
tangible extra values, all due to 
the exclusive Root Candle making 
formula and the exclusive ROOT 
rolling process. Once you try 
ROOT Rolled Candles, you'll 
understand why so many other 
pastors and Institutions have now 
switched over to them. Send 





@ The 
shows the longer burning life 
built into Root 51% and 


“burning test’ 


60% candles, compared 
with other candles of same 
size, same beeswax content. 


THE A. I. ROOT CO., MEDINA, OHIO 


Workers in Beeswax for 80 years 


THE A. I. ROOT CO., of TEXAS 
San Antonio, Texas 


today for a full size sample. 


THE A. 1. ROOT CO., IOWA 
Council Bluffs, lowa 
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Our Lady of Victory Basilica, Father Baker’s Homes of Charity, Lackawanna, New York 





Superiority of “Carillonic Bells” proved— 


chosen after exhaustive competitive tests 


“Carillonic Bells’ were selected for permanent installation in this nationally known 
institution only after passing the most exacting tests that can be given any bell 
instrument. Actually, three leading makes of tower instruments—Carillonic 
Bells” one of them—were installed together. They were played and compared one 
against the other. After comparative demonstrations of all three, ““Carillonic Belis™ 
were chosen for their outstanding tone, sweetness and clarity. 


When you consider bells for your 
church, be sure to compare “Carillonic 
Bells” with other types by ear. When 
you actually hear them, you'll agree 





Father Joseph E. Maguire says— 


“In choosing a carillon which would 
fit in with the beauty of the Basilica, 
several companies had been con- 
tacted. In due course of time, and 
after a careful and impartial study of 
the harmonics and quality of tone, 
by competent music teachers, it was 
decided to award the contract to 
“Schulmerich Electronics, Inc.," of 
Sellersville, Pa. 


“I must say that we are more than 
pleased with the choice made. The 
dulcet and resonant tones of the 
Schulmerich carillon, as it peals forth 
its soft notes, summoning the people 
to the House of God, seems to awaken 
within the hearts of all who hear it, 
a spirit of reverence and awe. 











quickly and definitely on their superior- 
ity. 

This wonderful instrument can be in- 
stalled in your church even if there is 
no tower. The cost is a fraction of 
cast-bell cost, and the instrument per- 
mits full and varied automatic opera- 
tion. At any volume, “Carillonic 
Bells” ring out with perfect clarity— 
without tonal distortion, without dis- 
sonance. 


We'll be glad to send further informa- 
tion, or arrange a demonstration. Write 


Schulocrich 


ELECTRONICS, 
113 Carillon Hill, Sellensttle, Pa. 
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Now It Was 


Night 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


., HIS Gospel, St. John writes that 
Judas left the Upper Room after he 
had received the morsel of bread from 
the hands of Our Lord. He went out 
quickly, and the Evangelist adds with 
mysterious simplicity: ““Now it) was 
night” (John, xiii. 30). 

In that short, swift’ statement, the 
Beloved Disciple provides material for 


a hundred sermons.  [nnumerable spir- 


itual writers have taken these words of 
John to mean, not only darkness of 


night, but darkness in the soul of Judas 
He had been stricken spir- 
St. Paul was physically 


as well. 
itually blind. 
blindéd at his conversion at Damascus, 
but Judas was perverted with “his eyes 
Months before Palm Sun- 
day his faith had been slipping as he 
followed His Master “with his feet but 
heart.” On the grim 


wide open.” 


not with his 
night of betrayal, Satan entered into 
him, and he left the bright light of the 
Upper Room to make his way through 
the darkness to his fellow-devils and 
accomplices in crime. 

During Holy Week, much as we would 
like to focus all our attention on the 
Man of Sorrows, we cannot seem to 
keep Judas out of our minds. He is 
such a frightful example of what every 
Christian can so quickly become. 
“There but for the grace of God, go 1.” 
We shudder at his double-dealing, but 
we shudder also at the fact that every- 


one who commits sin is a double-dealer, 
Professing faith 
in God, we do business with the devil on 


a faker and a cheat. 


the side. 


CATHOLICS SHOULD CULTIVATE 

SPIRITUAL INSIGHT 

Holy Week then is a good time to 
preach on the need of spiritual sight. 
Living in a secular world, our hearers 
do not need any sermons on the need of 
physical vision. A short walk down 
any city street will stimulate the weak- 
Advertisements in striking 
lighted restaurant 


est eyes. 
color, — brilliantly 
windows, neon signs, flashy automobiles 
and walking manikins of fashion—these 
capture the gaze of anyone who can see 
a few feet ahead of him. But spiritual 
sight has to be developed. 
the faculties of heart and soul are en- 
listed, the ordinary man cannot see 
the invisible realities of the spiritual 
world. Steaks and 
subways and all thal seem so solid and so 
satisfying, but Grace and Redemption 
and Divinity are so intangible and 
misty and mysterious! 

The authorities of 
England, placed in the chapel of the 
college the famous painting of Sir Gala- 
had to inspire the students, generation 
after generation, to follow the holy 
knight. The painting itself might be 
called “Spiritual Vision.” Galahad has 


Unless all 


skyscrapers and 


Eton College, 
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forsaken all the witchery and sensuality 
of the world, and, as he dismounts from 
his horse, he folds his hands in devotion 
and his face is serene in its purity. As 
he strains his eyes, he sees the Vision: 
the Holy Grail from which Christ drank 
at the Last Supper appears and van- 
ishes. But Galahad has seen it, and 
the vision penetrates through every 
fiber of his body and transfigures his 
soul. 

The spiritual vision of the painted 
Galahad is only a faint semblance of the 
spiritual awareness of a Catherine of 
Siena or a Teresa of Avila. Theirs was 
a soaring, superterrestrial perception, 
but there are probably many unsung 
Galahads in America to-day and there 
are many more who could develop a 
keen spiritual sight if they exerted a 
little more spiritual effort. Instead, 
we find so many Catholics, loyal and 
obedient and moral, who content them- 
selves with the round of ordinary 
Catholic duties. They are to be praised 
certainly for their faithfulness, but it 
seems a pity that they do not get more 
joy out of their religious life, more 
romance and less routine. 

Our religion teaches us that God is 
within us when we are in the state of 
grace, and that He is all around us in 
His creation. Grace is the seed of 
glory, or, as one Saint expressed it, 
“the way to heaven is heaven all the 
way.” To get the most out of our 
religion, therefore, we ought to have a 
consciousness, not that this world is 
some sort of waiting-room for heaven, 
but that God is actually dwelling within 
us, working in the fortunes or misfor- 
tunes of our everyday life, hovering 
over us at Mass, in the confessional, at 
Communion. Not only God but His 
angels as well. “Angels and ministers 
of grace, defend us,”’ says Hamlet. 

Many Catholics seem to be afraid of 
spiritual consciousness. It smacks of 
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“mysticism,” and they have heard that 
mysticism begins in mist and ends in 
schism. They fear to dabble in any- 
thing beyond routine duties and devo- 
tions for fear they will become fanatical 
or deluded. The pity is that they go 
so far in obedience and yet never seem 
to come very close to God. You have 
seen people on the Boardwalk at Coney 
Island or perhaps Atlantic City. They 
travel long miles to get to the Board- 
walk, and then they sit with their backs 
to the ocean, cutting off their view of 
one of God’s great wonders. Some 
devout people are like that: they fulfill 
all their obligations but they are afraid 
of developing spiritual vision. 


RELIGION AS FACTOR IN 

EVERYDAY LIFE 

To cultivate spiritual awareness of 
the invisible world, it is necessary first 
to realize that religion is the most im- 
portant thing in life. Some people 
think that they are living “sensibly” 
when they allocate Sunday mornings 
to religion, and the rest of the week to 
business and pleasure. William Lyon 
Phelps once wrote: “There is only one 
place in the human heart for religion— 
the first place. It must have that or 
nothing. It must either dominate a 
man’s life—be the supreme and con- 
trolling factor—or it becomes as orna- 
mental as a graven image and as power- 
less... . Either religion is the most vital 
of all truths, or else it stands for silly 
superstition.” That is so very true! 
Christ is forever calling to us as He did 
to Peter: “Launch out into the deep.” 
If we stay in shallow water, our spiritual 
life will be shallow and unproductive. 
We will stand all the day idle, catching 
nothing. 

It is so easy to deceive ourselves by 
reading about Christ and the Saints. 
We have to put our reading into action. 
Spiritual vision is the vision that comes 
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with the effort of self-purification and 
struggling with prayer. Any other 
vision is dim and vague. 
a woman who sat on the porch of a 
resort mountain- 
climbers. She told a friend that she 
“followed them right to the top of the 
mountain.” There was quite a dif- 
ference between her sight of the moun- 
tain-top and the perspective of the 
mountain-climbers. We have to work 
to see the things of the spirit: we can’t 
just read about them. And yet the 
labor involved is oftentimes so little. 
We miss the prize through fear of being 
“fanatical” or “holy,” or through ignor- 
ance of spiritual knowledge. In a gal- 
lery in Europe there is a painting of a 
Her head is bent in 


watching some 


woman weeping. 
sorrow but above her are three angels. 
The artist seems to be saying: ‘““The 
spiritual world is all around you. 
Don’t be like this unfortunate woman 
who won't ever take the trouble to 
look up, and so she languishes in her 
grief.” 


SPIRITUAL AWARENESS AS 

A SOURCE OF PEACE 

Spiritual awareness cushions us 
against the hard knocks of life and 
saves us from imaginary worries. With 
a serene, conscious confidence in God's 
providence we need not fear troubles; 
we know that God can change curses 
into blessings. With conscious con- 
fidence in His providence we can con- 
vince ourselves that the future is not 
packed full of dangers and catastrophes, 
but is ruled by our Heavenly Father. 
The ancient pagan would go to sleep at 
night fearful that the unknown terrors 
of the night would snatch him up and 
leave him battered and broken in the 
morning. He would perhaps invoke 
his tribal god for protection, afraid that 
this same god might inflict horrible 
him. But to us 


punishment upon 


I heard of 


spiritual awareness means awareness of 
the presence of a benevolent God whose 
Son was so kind to the poor people in 
-alestine. 

We can rest in God when we are aware 
of His Presence. It is a rest of action. 
We live our lives, we do our work in 
Him and with Him and through Him. 
We don’t strive for some sort of blissful 
Nirvana in which, like the Buddhists, 
we do nothing and feel nothing. It is 
something like the art of swimming in 
water. Look at a beginner “fighting” 
the water: very soon he sinks as the 
result of his frantic efforts to stay up. 
But a veteran swimmer gives himself to 
the water, allows it to buoy him, and at 
the same time he works with it and 
through it. 

If we act towards suffering as though 
it were entirely independent of God, 
then we shall probably sink under it 
like the amateur swimmer who does not 
“trust” the water. But if we are aware 
that God writes straight with crooked 
lines and that He comes through suf- 
fering, then we shall vesign ourselves to 
it and make it work for us. The 
Saints often had a sense of high expecta- 
tion when suffering entered into their 
lives. They looked on it as the labor- 
pains of some new joy or some divine 
design. The great scientist, Lord Kel- 
vin, used to say to his students after an 
experiment seemed to fail: “Gentlemen, 
when you meet a difficulty, you are on 
the eve of a discovery.” If delay is not 
always defeat in the laboratory, cer- 
tainly suffering is not always a mis- 
fortune to the soul. 


ALERTNESS TO ThE VOICE 

OF GOD 

At one of the busiest street inter- 
sections in New York City, a policeman 
was directing traffic. The roar and 
rumble of the traffic clattering by was 
deafening. A woman ventured out to 
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the policeman’s stand and asked him 
directions: she almost shouted in 
order to be heard above the noise. He 
shouted back with competent advice 
and she was on her way. Just then 
there was a little tinkle, in the police 
phone-box on the sidewalk fifty feet 
away. In an instant the policeman had 
picked up the receiver to answer the call 
from headquarters. Just a_ tinkle 
but he heard it because he was listening 
for it. 

During Holy Week, Christians have 
to live as in the rest of the year—in the 
midst of a Babel of noises in our big 
cities. Yet, they can begin to practise 
the art of listening to the voice of God 
within them and all around them. The 
example of Judas can spur them on to 
take good care of the eyes of faith lest 
they too find themselves walking in 
darkness on the way to a great betrayal. 

They may feel quite serenely con- 
fident of themselves, since they are not 
committing major sins but only venial 
offenses. Yet, we can remind them 
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that it was a series of venial sins that 
led Judas up to the moment of betrayal. 
Every venial sin reduces the sharpness 
of our spiritual sight. It may not set 
us on the road to hell, but it does dimin- 
ish our contact with God. 


EVEN A SMALL OBSTACLE 
MAY BLOCK OUR VISION 


An American astronomer discovered 
that a silk thread stretched across the 
glass of a telescope would entirely ob- 
scure his vision of a star. If a good 
man complains that he has no sense of 
the spiritual world around him, there is 
probably some silken thread of human 
affection or desire that) obscures his 
spiritual vision. Maybe it is a dis- 
torted affection for a woman or money 
or pleasure, but be it ever so slight, it 
may keep him from seeing God. To 
those who gaze on spiritual things, 
Christ will say (Luke, xi. 35): “TP thy 
eye be sound, thy whole body will be 
full of light. Take care then that the 
light that is in thee is not darkness.” 





Lay Teachers of Religion 


By THOMAS S. HANSBERRY 


| RIESTS IN all parts of the coun- 


try are faced with the problem of ar- 


ranging for the religious instruction of 


public grade school children. The enor- 
mous increase of children of that age is 
forcing us to realize that our facilities 
are either inadequate or soon will be. 
In many places, the burden of caring for 
those outside the parish school is placed 
upon the nuns. This is feasible where 
the Sisters are not short-handed or over- 
burdened with large parochial school 
classes. The Religious in this category, 
however, are very scarce nowadays. 
Because of this, the parish priest 
must in justice seek out some other 
adequate means of instructing the nu- 
merous children who, for one reason or 
another, either cannot or will not attend 
the parish school. — In some dioceses far- 
sighted leaders have already prepared 
for the emergency which is daily be- 
coming more acute. Institutes for lay 
teachers of religion were begun years ago 
and have already turned out many quali- 
fied lay other 
teaching training courses have recently 


teachers. In areas, 
opened or will be inaugurated shortly. 
Where properly organized and con- 
ducted, these institutes have produced 
remarkable results. 

In one archdiocese 2,000 qualified lay 
teachers are available to conduct reli- 
Ina diocese just beginning 

1,000 college graduates 


gion classes. 

its program, 
were contacted in March and invited to 
take the teacher training course with the 
15 schools are being con- 
A western 


result that 
ducted at the present time. 
diocese, which has only five Catholic 


schools, relies on 270 lay teachers 
working with the few priests and nuns to 
instruct the young. The result in the 
latter case is that 90% of the public 
elementary school boys and girls attend 
religious vacation schools, and 93°% at- 


tend school year religion classes. 


RELUCTANCE TO RELY ON 

LAY ASSISTANTS 

In spite of such examples of the will- 
ingness and ability of the laity to assist 
pastors in teaching religion, one finds 
a marked reluctance on the part of 
priests to rely upon lay assistance. In 
some instances where the local Confra- 
ternity of Christian Doctrine Office has 
arranged for the training of teachers, 
pastors have often refused to avail 
themselves of their help, preferring to 
thrust the burden upon the Sisters in 
their “spare” time. This would indeed 
seem to indicate a lack of foresight, 
especially in view of the dwindling 
numbers of Religious and the growing 
crowds of school children. 

If, as was brought out in the 1949 
Educational Congress in Philadelphia, 
we are rapidly approaching the point 
where our parochial schools will of 
necessity be partially staffed with lay 
teachers (if we can obtain them), we 
should certainly be able to foresee a 
similar crisis in the religious instruction 
of public school children. With this in 
mind, we might well avail ourselves of 
the assistance of the teachers already 
trained and encourage the preparation 
of others in the diocese and parish. 

In most of the eleven regional con- 
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gresses of the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine scheduled for the past year, 
special emphasis was placed on the 
importance of teacher training courses. 
Suggestions and materials for the prep- 
aration and conduct of these institutes 
may be obtained from the National 
Center of the Confraternity, 1312 Mass- 
achusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington 
§, D.C. 


UNIFORM TRAINING COURSES 
FOR LAY TEACHERS 


To avoid haphazard inauguration of 
teacher training institutes in a diocese, 
it is suggested that they be organized 
under the direction of the Ordinary and 
through the diocesan Confraternity 
office. Thus, definite standards are 
established, a uniform course is given, 
and official certification is granted to 
those who complete the course success- 
fully. Where this order is followed, it is 
found that the institutes meet with 
marked success. 

The teacher training courses as con- 
ceived and carried out in most places 
consist of instructions in dogma and 
moral, usually by a priest, and courses 
in pedagogical methods given by a Sister 
or experienced lay teacher. Thisis nota 
hard and fast rule, however, for the 
program lends itself to adaptation and 
may be arranged to fit local circum- 
stances. A definite effort should be 
made to provide an interesting exposi- 
tion of the matter lest the prospective 
teachers become bored and gradually fall 
away. 

In addition to teacher training courses 
conducted on a parochial, deanery or 
diocesan scale, some dioceses have made 
great progress in preparing students of 
Catholic high schools and colleges for 
the work. In these places the courses 
for prospective teachers are usually 
given as part of the religion course, and a 
certificate is issued to each student suc- 
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cessfully completing the work assigned. 
As a result of this, a continual supply 
of at least potential teachers of religion 
is available at the end of each school 
year. 


AUGMENTING THE REGULAR 
TRAINING COURSES 


To augment the regular training in- 
stitutes, some provinces have arranged 
for refresher courses, workshops and 
special congresses intended solely for lay 
teachers. An example of this is the six- 
day course for the Province of Baltimore 
at Saint Joseph’s College, Emmitsburg, 
Maryland. Here 200 actual or pros- 
pective lay teachers of religion are in- 
vited to attend during the six days free 
of charge. This idea which originated 
with the Sisters of Charity of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul, and which has the ap 
proval and assistance of Archbishop 
Keough of Baltimore, bids fair to set a 
pattern for future progress of religious 
instruction through lay teachers. 

During the time they are at the sum- 
mer workshop, these lay volunteers from 
all parts of the province have an oppor- 
tunity to exchange ideas, experiences 
and techniques. In addition, they also 
are taught by experienced priests, nuns 
and lay teachers the latest methods of 
instruction for public school children, 
and are brought up to date on materials, 
texts and audio-visual aids available. 
Thus, in a pleasant atmosphere and 
under proper direction, they are renewed 
in their fervor for the cause of Christ 
and intellectually refreshed for the weeks 
of instruction ahead of them in their own 
parishes. 

The two most important fields in 
which the help of lay instructors proves 
invaluable are at opposite extremes. 
One is the city parish which, because of 
shifting tides of population, has mush- 
roomed suddenly beyond all expecta- 
tions with the result that not only the 
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parish educational facilities but even the 
public ones are taxed far beyond their 
capacity. The other is the rural area 
where, because of distances and lack of 
transportation facilities, it is often im- 
possible for priests and nuns to give even 
a minimum of instruction. In both of 
these fields trained lay teachers have 
shown their worth. 


OLD QUESTION-AND-ANSWER 
METHOD RULED OUT 


It is vitally important, however, that 
those assigned to teach be properly 
instructed both as to doctrine and 
method. Old-time “Sunday Schools,” 
which consisted solely of questions and 
answers memorized by the children, 
should be ruled out. With improved 
pedagogical methods, advance planning 
and up-to-date teaching aids, trained 
teachers are able to make classes of reli- 
gion more attractive and more instruc- 
tive. Thus, they can hold the attention 
of the children and reduce the num- 
-ber of those reluctant to attend in- 
structions. 

Wherever possible, it is always best 
to hold religion classes in a schoolroom 
or in some place where at least the at- 
mosphere of a schoolroom can be sup- 
plied. This enables the teacher not 
only to keep order but also to make use 
of teaching aids to good advantage. 
The lay teacher should not be obliged 
to handle personally the problem of re- 
cruiting students for the classes. This 
may be done by other lay people in the 
parish who are willing to give their time 
to promote the work of instruction. 
Here again, we hear the excuse: “They 
won't do it.” However, experience has 
shown that they will do it if approached 
in the proper manner and shown how 
they fit into the over-all picture of 
parish instruction. 


DANGER OF SIDESTEPPING A 

CRITICAL PROBLEM 

It is often possible to salve one’s 
conscience before, during and after the 
sidestepping of a critical problem. In 
the case of the religious instruction due 
to little ones from pastors of souls, 
however, the obligation is so grave that 


‘neglect of it must certainly burden even 


the most lax. A token catechism class 
announced in a routine manner on Sun- 
day, conducted in a careless way by an 
unprepared teacher, dismissed after a 
few perfunctory minutes, leaving the 
children with the feeling that this reli- 
gion business isn’t so important after all, 
can do and has done more harm to the 
Church than many of the subversive 
forces we are obliged to combat daily. 
Its effects may not be immediately 
apparent, but they are to be found in the 
frightening leakage from the Church 
which confronts us to-day. It is good 
to seek out and instruct prospective 
converts, to hold interesting classes for 
inquirers, to study convert techniques, 
but of what avail all this if we neglect 
the instruction of our own children? 

The problem of religious instruction 
for public school children is already 
acute. Token classes ill-staffed, _ ill- 
prepared, ill-attended, will not satisfy 
because they offer a stone in place of 
bread. Lay teacher training courses as 
conceived by the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine offer one solution. 
They are out of the experimental stage; 
they have been tried and found suc- 
cessful; they bring to life again the spirit 
of those saintly lay people of the first 
Christian Doctrine societies; they chan- 
nel the desire of many for a part in 
Catholic Action; they and those con- 
nected with them must certainly be 
blessed by Almighty God for their efforts 
in behalf of His little ones. 
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‘Apologetics’ and Man’s 
Changing Mind 


By C. C. MARTINDALE, S.J. 


VI. “The Christian Victory” 


\ \ E ARE often put toshame by 


those whom we instruct, when we see 
how they pray, and perhaps always have 
prayed. Are we wrong if we think that 
the “average” Catholic who prays, prays 
mostly a “vocal” prayer—the Rosary or 
out of a prayer-book? In my limited 
experience [ have seemed to see that 
converts, though they may use words, 
yet mostly pray “out of their heads”— 
their words are their own, not someone 
else’s however fine. We are not depre- 
cating the use of prayer-books—there 
were those in the eighteenth century 
who actually said that vocal prayer was 
not prayer! But we are unfeignedly 
glad when desire and gratitude come 
welling up from a Christian’s heart, and 
he does not need to be presented with a 
formula. 

However, we must certainly make an 
exception for the formulas of Mass. 
Possibly we take it for granted that 
what is so familiar to us becomes quickly 
and automatically familiar to others 
to whom it may not be even intelligible. 
It might be possible to let a convert as- 
sist at some “private” Mass during 
which he could be taught how to con- 
centrate on one part at a time. Even 
the Dominus Vobiscum affords much 
material for prayer: just before the 
Collect, the Lord is with us to listen; 
before the Gospel, to tell us something; 
before the Offertory, to receive; at the 
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Preface, hoping that we shall remember 
to thank Him (we do not always make 
Mass into a eucharisi!). During the 
actual Presence of Our Lord upon the 
altar, the Church seems reluctant to ask 
that He may be “with us,” so fully is He 
there! But she does ask that the 
“peace” of the Lord may always be with 
us (and the full significance of the Latin 
par takes much fathoming). Forth- 
with after the Communion, she wishes 
that that Communion may be deep; and 
shortly after that, that it may be lasting, 
and, though we are told to “‘go,”’ because 
it is the “dismissal,” yet she prays that 
Our Lord will go with us and keep us 
company all the day long. 


ACTIVE COOPERATION OF LAITY 

IN WORSHIP 

Of course, if a priest says Mass in a 
hasty, slovenly or unintelligible way, 
and thereby makes it harder for the 
faithful to pray, his responsibility is 
great. But there is discernible, surely, 
an appelite in the laity for codperating 
in the Holy Sacrifice, and Catholic life 
becomes at once more happy for the 
convert (who presumably always has 
‘joined in” his services), if he can share 
in the liturgy not only “in intention.” 

We hear much of the wonderful 
development of the contemplative life 
in the United States—indeed, an Ameri- 
can businessman told me the other day 
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that it was a form of escapism from the 
He didn't 
he certainly 


prevalent sense of instability. 
that; but 
witnessed to a fact. 


really mean 
On the other side, 
article in the Figaro (not, 
therefore, official) said that the Holy 
Father (most assuredly a man of prayer) 


a recent 


was saying that a purely contemplative 
life is, to-day, an exceptional vocation, 
and that even “contemplatives” will 
probably be called upon to do some 
I have no idea 
how much credence is to be given to this 


work (e.g., to teach). 


article, which occupied nearly a whole 
column: but I should not wonder if, 
on the one hand, contemplatives may 
not be called upon to do something 
ad extra, so different are the Church’s 
conditions becoming in so many coun- 
tries, and, on the other, if the 


average” 
Catholic is not being invited to a more 
interior form of prayer than we have 
been in the habit of expecting from him. 
“saying one’s 
We certainly 
after all, Our Lord 
Himself taught us the Our Father! 
But, “saying one’s prayers” need not 


Possibly the expression 
prayers” is significant. 


ought to say them 


be quite the same as “praying.” The 
late Fr. R. HL. J. Steuart, one of my 
closest friends, used to say that he had 
perhaps never met a pure contemplative. 
More than he might have expected, 
the prayer of contemplatives was 
than “‘made’’-—they 
were not inactive because they responded 


“oiven” rather 
to God’s Voice within them, but they 
“waited for the Lord” and listened to 
that Voice which needs no words. I do 
not want to labor this point, but I am 
sure that, when instructing a convert, 
we ought to let him pray in whatever 
way he can, and the moment he can; 
and we may very likely find that he 
can do more of a “listening” prayer than 
we expected—we, who are so often 
contented with a “talking” 
To “talk with God” is a good thing— 


prayer! 


but the conversation is not meant to be 
a monologue. “The Lord spoke to 
Moses face to face, as a man is wont to 
speak to his friend” (Exodus, xxxiii. 11). 
Such speaking does not reach the ear in 
the form of words, nor even the mind in 
Afterwards 
the soul may realize that the Lord has 
spoken to it: 


the shape of new ideas. 


“Surely the Lord was in 
this place, and I knew it not!” But if 
the soul has wanted to listen, the Lord 
will have spoken: “As the rain and the 
snow come down from heaven and re- 
turn no more thither, but soak the earth 
and water it and make it to spring, ... 
so shall My word be: it shall not re- 
turn to Me void, but it shall do what- 
ever I please” (Is. Iv. 10, 11). God’s 
word is always creative. 


NEEDED A REVITALIZATION OF 

CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Then I would venture to suggest that 
we might guide an inquirer’s steps, above 
all, into the “‘paths of life.” .God knows 
that I cannot possibly deprecate medita- 
tion on the Passion and Death of His 
Son. But the Missal itself says, im- 
mediately after the Consecration, that 
“consequently” we are mindful of that 
so blessed Passion, bul also of His 
Resurrection—yes, and of His glorious 
But are we? Or of Pente- 
It is easy to put a crucifix above 
each altar—so easy that it may become 
an unnoticed ornament. In Portugal, 
very many churches have an almost 
terrifying statue of Christ ‘dos Passos,” 
Christ purple-clad, heavily capped with 
brambles, advancing straight af you, 
though crouching under the weight of 
His Cross. Impossible to be unaware 
of it. No doubt, the same is true of 
Spain, a more realist country than most 
northern ones. But it is very difficult 
(in fact, impossible) to make a picture 
of the Resurrection, or indeed of any of 
the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. 


Ascension. 
cost) 


o15 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





Still, neither the Incarnation nor the 
Passion make any sense apart from the 
Resurrection and the gift of “Eternal 
Life.” 

The late, deeply lamented Cardinal 
Suhard of Paris said in his magnificent 
Pastoral “Essor ou Déclin de l’Eglise”’ 
(1947) that there are those who still can 
assert that Christianity “de-virilizes” a 
man. Certainly, when I was a boy, 
there was the legend of the “Pale Young 
Curate’’—due really to one of Gilbert 
and Sullivan's operas; but when we were 
in the country one of the local curates 
was always asked to dinner on Sunday 
nights (the Rector, once a month) . . ,and 
they seemed to me very beefy, though 
possibly rather unintelligent. Anyhow, 
Francis Thompson was nearer the mark 
when he wrote that “the energy of the 
Saints has left everywhere its dents upon 
the world. When these men, reviled 
for impotence, have turned their half- 
disdainful hand to tasks, approved by 
the multitude, they have borne away the 
palm from the world in its own prized 
exercises.” I, for one, don’t think that 
Saints were even half-disdainful, even 
when, as someone said, their pity for the 
world quenched their sense of humor: 
and I don’t remember many Saints who 
were successful politicans or financiers 
among whom the “‘prizes”’ for the present 
lie. Nomatter. Men like St. Bernard, 
the iron-boned Camillus, the steely- 
sinewed Aloysius, have left a “dent” 
upon life, despite their biographers in 
some cases. We would like converts 
to know the Church not only “‘dia- 
grammatically” (/.e., the skeleton outline 
of her apologetic and doctrine), but 
““three-dimensionally” (i.e., by means 
of her quite extraordinary human his- 
tory). For this should help them to 
realize that the Faith in no way “de- 
virilizes’’ a man, but vilalizes him—sets 
him off on a career which not only 
means for him a “resurrection” but 





516 


also a continual “ascension” and the 
ever-renewed infusion of the Holy Spirit, 
who in any case wishes to have His 
permanent domicile in the baptized and 
confirmed Catholic. One thing that 
the Christian can never be is pessimist— 
or defeatist! 


CREATIVE IMPACT OF 
CHRISTIAN MORALITY 


It seems strange that men still have 
not learned how sin weakens, and how 
the constant effort towards morality is a 
creative life. There was an explosion 
of immorality during the first war, which 
was a natural reaction from strained 
nerves and the special difficulties of 
trench-warfare: and after that war 
there was a collapse into immorality, 
again due in part to reaction, but also to 
aimlessness, so that young men and 
women were almost proud of being help- 
less against the lure of drink, drugs and 
sexuality. There was an attempt to re- 
act against thal: it was realized that 
there was too much insanity, too much 
disease, too much suicide, and that 
“brother could put no trust in brother.” 
But since there was no foundation in 
dogmatic belief, since no politician really 
put God and not national or personal 
expediency first, things soon fell back 
to worse than they were before. ‘In 
omnibus his peccaverunt adhuc, ... et 
ad nihilum redegit Deus valde Israel.” 


MODERN CIVILIZATION IS 
MERELY A THIN VENEER 


Though I am repeating what I said 
last time, I do so because I really be- 
lieve it and want to emphasize it. The 
horrors perpetrated under Nazism and 
now under the Russian tyranny far 
outpassed any of those in the first war, 
just as the dislocation of the mind is 
worse than joints cracking on the rack. 
But we would be most false to our trust, 
as Catholics and as priests, if we stayed 
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upon the surface—where physical suf- 
ferings, at any rate, reside. One has 
to probe down to the moral disarray 
that is the origin of all these horrors. 
If the cruelty we have contemplated 
has shocked us so profoundly, it is be- 
cause we had rocked ourselves in the 
belief that nowadays “‘such things can- 
not happen’’—that civilization had long 
ago made an end of the “age of the 
Inquisition.” Has it indeed! We have 
learned how very, very thin is the 
veneer of civilization that overlays our 
tainted human nature—a human nature 
so dear and trustworthy when it is im- 
pregnated by the grace of God, so rotten 
and capable al once of every crime 


directly it has cast out grace. And we 
ought to be learning that morality 


simply cannot maintain itself without 
religion; and that no religion can, in 
its turn, maintain itself unless it be 
dogmatic. And nearly all religion, save 
the Catholic, almost plumes itself to-day 
on being un-dogmatic. Hence our very 
great anxiety in England about the 
fate of our schools, for the survival of 
which we are obliged (so [ am assured) 
to pay some fifty millions ($200,000,000), 
which Catholics simply 
at their disposal. 


haven't got 
Corresponding to 
this is the ever more patent fact that 
“the home” must be the school, and 
the very active réle to be played by 
parents; and if we have to relearn that, 
all the greater the pity that we ever 
allowed that truth to be eclipsed. 

JOCISTES FORCED TO REVISE 

THEIR OUTLOOK 

In this connection, I hear from Bel- 
gium that even the miraculous work 
done by the Jocistes is seen now to need 
a supplement, or, maybe, that the 
Jocistes themselves should have been 
rather a continuation than an origin, 
or should be so now. The “Auxiliaries 
of the Apostolate” are men and women 


‘ 


who regard the “apostolic unit” to be 
man and wife; their domicile, not some 
form of cloister (for they do not live 
“in community’), but the fully con- 
stituted home. Naturally, this does 
not exclude any of the older forms of 
apostolate, nor do I yet know details 
about it. But just in proportion as it 
becomes impossible to have fully Catho- 
lic schools in which an adequate Catho- 
lic education is given (which was not 
always the case by any means), the 
home must resume its primacy. 

It stands to reason that for a home to 
fulfill its function the sixth command- 
ment must be held in honor. About 
that I shall say only that sexual offenses 
in which one participant, at least, has 
been young, have doubled during the 
last ten years in England. True, a 
wave of indignation swept our people 
when it was heard that contraceptives 
could be bought by anyone in the 
automatic machines placed in streets or 
railway stations; and even greater 
anger was felt when a responsible per- 
son in Parliament said that it was very 
deplorable but could not be stopped, 
and that anyhow revenue was. all- 
important. This view has _ been 
changed, and it has at least been 
promised that measures will be taken 
to prevent this shameless way of 
money-making—for I doubt if there is 
any more disgraceful racket than those 
sales. 


POLITICAL ABSOLUTISM ENDS IN 
ABSOLUTE CORRUPTION 


Yet, it is not upon this that I would 
linger, but upon the horrible political 
corruption which one cannot but 
observe in any country one enters. The 
ordinary citizen, who does not really 
play a part in selecting a government 
(let alone one that governs as he wishes 
it to—that is, for the ordinary citizen, 
and not for a party or, as happens too 
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often, for the pockets of the governors), 
is well aware of the corruption and can 
do nothing about it. Or rather, cor- 
ruption (like ideas) filters its way down- 
wards, and is to be seen in much smaller, 
inferior groups, and the “‘parish-pump”’ 
politician can be quite as unscrupulous 
as the men at the top. The tragedy is 
that even those who by their very name 


ought to be working for the welfare of 


society will very easily provide some of 
the most glaring examples of how power 
corrupts; and, as has been so often 
manifested in our days, the nearer you 
get to absolule power, the more absolute 
the corruplion. 

I would venture to suggest that an in- 
quirer into the Faith should be warned 
that he may have to make many a seri- 
ous sacrifice if he is to be strictly honest, 


whether in business or politics. But 
thus only will he help his nation to live, 
perhaps to “rise again” and to “ascend.” 


I seem to see in Europe a sort of double 
polarization—around Rome and around 
‘““Moskow,” to use one word for the 
various aims that men think they are 
setting for themselves, out of des- 
pondency or out of lust for power. But 
I fear that the movement towards 
Rome is so far surpassed numerically 
by the other that we are bound to see 
great havoc wrought among the Catho- 
lic ranks, and of course the destruction 
of many a foreign mission. This last 
fact affects also the United States. 


Nonetheless, I should not wonder if 


the coming era of the Church were not 
to be called, some day, the “American” 
one. All the more earnestly do I pray 
for a great outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the lands which lie, for me, on 
the other side of the Atlantic, that they 


may richly fulfill the high spiritual 


destiny to which they are surely being 


called. 





“She Was Their Mother” 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 


Mes: OF US were not aware until 


a few weeks ago that among the many 
theological volumes produced by the 
great contemporary Dominican, Father 
Garrigou-LaGrange, is a classical trea- 
While this 
book of 328 pages was written in the 
original in L941, it is only within the last 
few weeks that an English translation 
made by the Very Reverend Bernard 
J. Kelly, C.S.Sp., D.D., of the Holy 
Ghost Missionary College, Kimmage, 
Ireland, has been brought out by Herder. 
The context in which the quotation 
serving as a caption occurs, is one out 
of an indefinite number of paragraphs 
that bring great truths down to the level 
of the humblest client of Mary. The 
paragraph in question occurs on page 
192 of the work and it reads: 


tise on our Blessed Lady. 


“However, Mary is not Mother of 
the faithful and of infidels, of the just 
and sinners, in exactly the same way. 
The distinctions which are made in 
regard to the members of Christ's 
Mystical Body must be made here 
also. Mary is Mother of infidels in 
that she is destined to engender them 
to grace, and in that she obtains for 
them the actual graces which dispose 
them for the faith and for justifica- 
tion. She is Mother of the faithful 
who are in the state of mortal sin in 
that she watches over them by obtain- 
ing for them the graces necessary for 
acts of faith and hope, and for dis- 
posing themselves for justification. 
Of those who have died in the state of 
mortal sin, she is no longer the 
Mother: she was their Mother. She 
is fully the Mother of the just, since 
they have received sanctifying grace 
and charity through her. She cares 


for them with tender solicitude so 
that they may continue in grace and 
grow in charity. She is in an eminent 
way the Mother of the blessed who can 
no longer lose the life of grace.” 


DOGMA HAS REPLACED 
LEGENDS 


In a few years we shall reach the 
centenary of the definition of the Im- 
maculate Conception. The beginning 
of that century laid the foundations of 
solid devotion to our Blessed Mother in 
place of sentimental devotion. Even 
a few decades after that great turning- 
point towards defined and undefined 
doctrine in reference to our Blessed 
Mother, there were still a lot of books 
that made their principal appeal to the 
reader by legends of Mary rather than 
by the doctrinal status of Mary. “The 
Lily of Israel’”’ was still in vogue in the 
last few decades of the nineteenth cen- 
tury; and around the turn of the cen- 
tury an English translation was made of 
the allegedly revealed life of the Blessed 
Mother by Mary of Agreda, which the 
author of “Graces of the Interior Life” 
characterized as the typical example of 
a work by an hallucinated mystic. But 
the appearance of this new volume en- 
titled in English, ““The Mother of the 
Saviour—and Our Interior Life,” is an 
indication that we are forever through 
with sentimental as opposed to solid 
devotion to Mary. And nothing could 
better tell the nature of this same price- 
less treatise than the author’s short 
Preface. This declaration of intention 
is fully carried out in the book; and 
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that is equivalent to saying that this 
tribute of Fr. Garrigou-LaGrange to 
Mary may prove the Marian volume by 
excellence of the first century of defined 
belief in Mary Immaculate: 


“This book is intended to be an 
exposition of the principal theses of 
Mariology in their bearing on our 
interior life. While writing it, [ have 
noticed more than once how often it 
has happened that a theologian ad- 
mitted some prerogative of Our Lady 
in his earlier years under the influence 
of piety and admiration of her dignity. 
A second period then followed when 
the doctrinal difficulties came home to 
him more forcefully, and he was much 
more reserved in his judgment. Fi- 
nally, there was the third period when, 
having had time to study the question 
in its positive and speculative aspects, 
he returned to his first position, not 
now because of his sentiment of piety 
and admiration, but because his more 
profound understanding of iradition 
and theology revealed to him that 
the measure of the things of God— 
and in a special way those things of 
God which affect Mary—is more 
overflowing than is commonly under- 
stood. If the masterpieces of human 
art contain unsuspected treasures, the 
same must be said, with even more 
reason, of God’s masterpieces in the 
orders of nature and grace, especially 
when they bear an immediate relation 
to the Hypostatic Order, which is con- 
stituted by the mystery of the Incar- 
nation of the Word. I have endeav- 
ored to show how these three periods 
may be found exemplified in the proc- 
ess of St. Thomas’s teaching on the 
Immaculate Conception. 

“These periods bear a_ striking 
analogy to three others in the affec- 
tive order. It has often been noticed 
that a soul’s first affective stage may 
be one of sense-perceptible devotion, 
for example, to the Sacred Heart or 
the Blessed Virgin. This is followed 
by a stage of aridity. Then comes the 
final stage of perfect spiritual devo- 
tion, overflowing on the sensibility. 
May the good God help the readers 
of this book who wish to learn of the 
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greatness of the Mother of God and 
men to understand in what this spir- 
itual progress consists! 

“The doctrines proposed in this 
book are not personal ones: it has 
been my aim to give what is most 
commonly held by theologians—es- 
pecially those of the Thomistic school 

-and to explain the various points in 
the light of St. Thomas’s principles. 
Lastly, every effort has been made to 
avoid merely metaphorical expres- 
sions. There are sometimes too many 
of them in books on Our Lady. A 
bibliography is given with each ques- 
tion treated.” 


COMPREHENSIVE AND CONVINCING 
TREATMENT 


The author divides his entire treat- 
ment of the Blessed Mother into two 
parts. In the first he dwells on the 
divine maternity and the plentitude of 
grace. He devotes 174 pages to this 
dual proposition. In his first chapter he 
develops the proposition that Mary’s 
predestination to the divine maternity 
preceded her predistination to the full- 
ness in glory and grace; and this he does 
in two articles. Then in his second 
chapter he devotes five articles to an 
explanation of Mary’s first plentitude of 
grace. He discusses the different plenti- 
tudes of grace in the first article of this 
chapter, and then treats of the privilege 
of the Immaculate Conception in the 
following article. In the third article 
he asks whether Mary was exempt from 
every fault, even venial, and concludes 
that she was. In the fourth article he 
discourses on the perfection of Mary’s 
first grace, and then in the fifth and last 
article he gives the consequence of this 
plentitude of grace. This is a sample 
paragraph from the last article: 


“From these principles, which are 
commonly accepted in treatises on the 
virtues in general and the gifts, it is 
usually deduced that Mary had the 
infused theological and moral virtues 
and the gifts from the first instant of 
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her conception, and that they flowed 
from and were proportionate to her 
initial fullness of grace. Mary— 
destined even then to be Mother of 
God and men—could not have been 
less perfect than Eve was at her crea- 
tion. Even if she did not receive in 
her body the privileges of impassi- 
bility and immortality, she must have 
had in her soul all that pertained spir- 
itually to the state of original justice— 
all, and even more, since her initial 
fullness of grace surpassed the grace 
of all the Saints together. Her vir- 
tues in their initial state must, there- 
fore, have surpassed the heroic vir- 
tues of the greatest Saints. Her 
faith, lit up by the gifts of wisdom, 
understanding and knowledge, was 
unshakably firm and most penetrat- 
ing. Her hope was unconquerable, 
proof against presumption and de- 
spair alike. Her charity was most 
ardent. In fine, her initial holiness, 
which surpassed that of God’s greatest 
servants, was born with her, and did 
not cease to grow all through life.” 


The third chapter of this part of the 
book deals with Mary’s plentitude of 
grace at and after the Incarnation. 
The first article sets forth the spiritual 
progress of Mary up to the time of the 
Annunciation. The second article tells 
of the wondrous increase at the time of 
the Annunciation. The third article 
relates the mighty graces of Mary at the 
time of the Visitation, of which the 
Magnificat furnishes an instance. The 
fourth article takes up the entire story 
of her virginity before the Incarnation, 
at the birth, and after the birth of the 
Saviour. The fifth article has much to 
detail in reference to the graces that 
were contributed at the principal myster- 
ies that followed. The seventh and last 
article of the third chapter goes into the 
whole topic of the intellectual endow- 
ments and the principal virtues of the 
Mother of Christ and the Mother of us 
men. The fourth and last chapter of 
this first part of the book, with its 174 
pages, is divided into three articles: 


the first proclaims the fullness of Mary’s 
grace at the moment of death; the 
second takes up the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin and shows how the doc- 
trine is a matter of implicit faith—a 
recent press rumor has it that our Holy 
Father is going to define this mystery 
on December 8 next, as his illustrious 
predecessor and namesake defined the 
Immaculate Conception on December 
8, 1854; the last article of this chapter, 
ending the first part of the book, dis- 
courses on the final plentitude of grace 
enjoyed by Mary in heaven. 


WE CAN’T SAY TOO MUCH OF MARY 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF CREATURE 


This second part of the book has as 
the general theme, ““Mary, Mother of 
All Men: Her Universal Mediation and 
Our Interior Life.” The author de- 
votes six chapters to developing this 
most practical thesis. In the first 
chapter he dwells on Mary as the 
Mother of the Redeemer and of all men. 
The first article of this same chapter 
shows how the Mother of the Saviour 
was actually associated with Him in 
His redemptive work, and that Mary is, 
as the second article contends, more 
truly the Mother of all men in the order 
of grace than Eve was in the order of 
nature. The second chapter has for its 
title the universal mediation of Mary 
during her earthly existence: the first 
article deals with this mediation in 
general; the second points out how 
Mary merits for us in a true sense, al- 
though not in the same way at all as 
does her Divine Son; the third article 
proclaims in a most satisfactory way 
the position of Mary as Co-Redemptrix 
by virtue of sharing the sufferings of the 
Saviour on Calvary, as well as sharing 
His previous life from the moment of 
His conception to His glorious resurrec- 
tion, and thereupon sharing the joys and 
the sorrows of His Mystical Body until 


521 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





she died of divine love and was assumed 
The third chapter has for 
Mary's 


the first article 


into heaven. 
its subject-matter universal 


mediation in heaven: 


outlines that same Mary in power of 


intercession; the second explains the 
share that Mary has in the distribution 
of graces; the third article expounds 
the universality of this mediation and its 
definability. Only the other day as | 
write, I received a petition from the 
students of a Major Seminary in Brazil 
sent on by their rector to be signed as a 
petition to the Holy Father in the name 
of all of the seminaries of the world for 
an early definition of the doctrine of the 
mediation of Mary. The 
fourth chapter of this second part has 
as its title, “Mother of Mercy.” One 
of the two articles describes the great- 


universal 


ness and power of the maternity of Our 
Lady; the other article enumerates the 
principal manifestations of justice. 
Then chapter five develops the thought, 
Article 
one treats of this Queenship in general; 


“Mary's Universal Queenship.” 


article two calls our attention to special 
aspects of this Queenship. The next 
to the last chapter of the book has as its 
theme, “True Devotion to Our Lady.” 
Article one develops the subject of the 
cult’ of hyperdulia and its’ benefits; 
article two treats the Rosary in the sense 
that this great prayer can be made a 
school of contemplation; article three is 
devoted to the consecration of Mary; 
article four has much to say about 
mystical unions with Mary, and article 
five pleads for the consecration of the 
human race to Mary for the peace of the 
world, this consecration to be made 
under the auspices of the Immaculate 
Heartof Mary. The translator appends 
a note to the effect that this consecration 
was actually made by our present glori- 
ously reigning Pontiff within a year from 
the time that the book was published 


in his radio speech to the people of 


99 


mm 


Portugal on the occasion of the Eucha- 
ristic Congress, celebrating the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the apparitions of 
our Blessed Lady at Fatima. The 
radio address was given on the last 
Sunday of October, 1942. 

The last chapter of the book furnishes 
a short complement on the greatness 
of Our Lady in the shape of a treatment 
of seventeen pages on the predestination 
of St. Joseph and his eminent sanctity. 
Of course, the author makes, in accord- 
ance with the common doctrine of the 
Church, St. Joseph preéminent over all 
of the other Saints of the Church and 
coming second among all mere creatures 
after our Blessed Lady in God’s esteem, 
and therefore in God’s enrichment. To 
use the term of Father Garrigou-La- 
Grange, Joseph shares with Mary as 
belonging in a secondary way to the 
hypostatic order. 


SAMPLINGS OF INSIGHTS 
INTO THE LIFE OF MARY 


“...Mary grew continuously in 
grace and charity as she carried the 
Infant in her arms, fed Him, embraced 
Him and was caressed by Him, heard 
His first words, guided His first steps. 
... Reflecting on the hidden life of 
Nazareth and on Mary’s spiritual 
progress in its silence, and reflecting 
by way of contrast on what the world 
terms progress, we are forced to con- 
clude: men never talked more of 
progress than since they began to 
neglect its most important form, 
spiritual progress. And what has 
been the result? That the baser 
forms of progress, sought for their own 
sake, have brought pleasure, idleness 
and unemployment in their train, and 
prepared the way for a moral decline 
towards materialism, atheism—and 
even barbarism, as the recent world 
wars prove. In Mary, on the con- 
trary, we find the ever more perfect 
realization of the gospel words: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind.’ The further she ad- 
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vances, the more she loves God with 
all her heart, for the more she sees the 
opposition to Jesus growing in the 
course of His ministry up to the con- 
summation of the mystery of the 
Redemption. , 

“CALVARY!... What was_ the 
profound cause of Mary’s sorrows on 
Calvary? Every Christian soul for 
whom practice has made the Stations 
of the Cross familiar will answer: 
the cause of Mary’s sorrows, as of those 
of Jesus, was sin. Happy the souls 
for whom that answer is a vital truth, 
who experience true sorrow at the 
thought of their own sins—a sorrow 
that only grace can produce in them. 

“We understand but little of the 
sorrows of Mary, for little grieves us 
except what wounds our bodies, our 
self-love, our vanity, or our pride. 
We suffer, too, from men’s ingratitude, 
from the afflictions of our family or 
our native land. But sin grieves us 
but little. We have but little sorrow 
for our faults considered as offenses 
against God. In theory, we admit 
that sin is the greatest of evils, since 
it affects the soul itself and its facul- 
ties, and since it is the cause of the 
disorders which we deplore in society ; 
it is only too evidently the cause of 
the enmity between classes and na- 
tions. But, in spite of that, we do not 
experience any great sorrow for the 
faults whereby we contribute more or 
less ourselves to the general disorder. 
Our superficiality and our inconstancy 
prevent us from seeing what an evil 
sin is; precisely because it strikes so 
deep, it cannot be known by those 
who look only at the surface. In its 
manner of ravaging souls and society, 
sin is like one of those diseases which 
affect vital but hidden organs, and 
which the sufferer is ignorant of even 
while they near a crisis. 

“To experience salutary grief, grief 
for sin, il is necessary truly to love 
God whom sin offends and sinners 
whom it destroys. The Saints suf- 
fered from sin in the degree in which 
they loved God and souls. St. Cath- 
erine of Siena recognized souls in the 
state of mortal sin by the insupport- 
able odor which they exhaled. But 
to know just how far grief for sin can 


go, one must turn to the heart of 


Mary. Her grief sprang from an un- 
equalled love for God, for Jesus cruci- 
fied, and for souls—a love’ which 
surpassed that of the greatest Saints, 
and even of all the Saints united, a 
love which had never ceased to grow, a 
love which had never been restrained 
by the slightest fault or imperfection. 
Ifsuch was Mary’s love, what must her 
grief have been! Unlike us who are so 
superficial, she saw with piercing 
clarity what it was that caused the 
loss of so many souls: the concupis- 
cence of the flesh, the concupiscence 
of the eyes, the pride of life. All sins 
combined to add to her grief; all re- 
volts against God, all outbursts of 
sacrilegious rage, such as that which 
reached its) paroxysm in the = ery 
‘Crucify Him’ and in utter hatred of 
Him whois the Light Divine and the 
Author of Salvation. 

“Mary's grief was deep as was her 
love, both natural and supernatural, 
of her Son. She loved Him with a 
virginal love, most pure and tender; 
loved Him as her only Son, miracu- 
lously conceived, and as her God. 

“To understand Mary’s dolors, one 
would need to have received, as did the 
stigmatics, the impression of the 
wounds of the Saviour; one would 
need to have relived with the mystics 
His physical and moral suffering, and 
to have shared with Him the hours of 
His Passion and Death. We. shall 
try once more to speak of this matter 
when considering Mary as Mediatrix 
and CoRKedemptrix, and the reparation 
which she offered with, and by, and in 
her Son. 

“Mary's love in her dolors was 
meritorious for us and for her also. By 
her sufferings she grew in charity as 
well as in faith, and hope, and religion; 
she grew in fact in all the virtues 
those of humility, and meekness, and 
supernatural courage suggesting them- 
selves especially to the mind. Her 
virtue in suffering was heroic in the 
highest degree. Thereby she became 
Queen of Martyrs. 

“On the hill of Calvary, grace and 
charity overflowed from the Heart of 
Jesus to the heart of His mother. He 
it was who sustained her, just as it 
was she who sustained St. John. 
Jesus offered up her martyrdom as 
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well as His own, and she offered her- 
self with her Son, who was more dear 
to her than her own life. If the least 
of the acts of Nazareth increased 
Mary’s charity, what must have been 
the effect of her participation in the 
Cross of Jesus!” 


PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, LAY FOLK, 
YOUR TREASURE-TROVE 


Nearly a hundred years ago a stal- 


wart Catholic layman wrote in one of 


the early issues of the Ave Maria of Notre 
Dame an article under the caption, 
“The Worship of Mary.” That Catho- 
lic apologist in the same article wrote 
one of the manliest apologies for the 
veneration of Mary that had appeared 
originally in the English language. The 
amazing thing is that this same Orestes 
A. Brownson 
proposition that the highly trained and 


asserted almost every 
distinguished theologian does in the work 
Among 
other things, Brownson contends that 


devotion to Mary is subnormak, and 


that we have just considered. 


doesn’t even approach exaggeration; 
for exaggerated it cannot be while it 
stays within the lines marked out by the 
great mystery of Redemption in its 
secondary phase. He thought, back in 
the sixties of last century, that the one 
thing which Catholic life then lacked 


was a healthy and vigorous devotion to 


Mary. What would he say now with 
alleged Children of Mary going to 
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Communion something like once a 
month, when their very association calls 
for daily Communion where ordinarily 
possible, and weekly Communion at the 
least? What would 
gadding fathers and mothers and hired 
baby-sitters? What would he say of 


the family Rosary nightly so honored by 


srownson say of 


its breach—what would he say of priests 
who are spiritual directors of sodalities 
and yet have given them no more theo- 
logical food than the same sodalists were 
getting when they were pre-adolescents 

—the said spiritual director still keeping 
the sodalists in the processional stage of 


Marian devotion? And could — not 
countless religious men and women in 
their formative years have had a 


Marian diet of solid meat in place of a 
bread-and-milk Marian fare? Could 
not our glorious families who are having 
a home Holy Hour once a month devote 
some fifteen minutes to reading this 
book from cover to cover, and reading 
it time after time? And could not lay 
retreatants be inducted into a new era of 
Marian attachment if they hear selec- 
tions read from this book—and best of 
all, if they buy or borrow the book and 
read it the proverbial three times? This 
I have just done within the last couple 
of weeks, and | think that I could read 
this same treatise with profit an in- 
definite number of times; for the classics 
never grow old or become stale or profit- 


less. 


An Unusual Monastery 


By THEODORE C. SIEKMANN 


I, BEAUTIFUL mountain country 
in the State of New Mexico (at Jemez 


Springs, to be exact) is situated one of 


the most unusual monasteries in the 
world. Itis called Via Coeli, and rightly 
so, for it is the way to heaven for many a 
weary priest. It is likewise the head- 
quarters for a new association of priests 
called the Servants of the Paraclete, 
who work under the authority and fa- 
therly direction of His Excellency, Arch- 
bishop Edwin V. Byrne, in whose juris- 
diction Via Coeli lies. 

Right next to the chapel is the room 
of Father Servant, Gerald Fitzgerald by 
name, who is founder, general, local 
superior, and (as his title indicates) the 
servant of all. From early morning 
until late at night he is at the beck and 
call of his unusual community, some 
forty in number. At present there are 
but five members of the embryo con- 
vregation, three priests and two semi- 
narians. 

The Servants of the Paraclete wear a 
dove-grey habit in honor of the Holy 
Spirit, the Paraclete. 
worn 


It is a modern- 
looking with 
collar, neatly tailored in the back like a 
Roman cassock, and fastened below the 


garment Roman 


collar with three buttons set diagonally. 
A black leather belt is worn about the 
waist. 

But who are the other members of this 
unusual community? They are priests, 
all priests, from every conceivable place 
and with an almost inconceivable variety 
of background and experience. They 


are priests with problems. For them 


it is a matter of health of body, mind and 
soul. The high altitude and the pleas- 
ant cool nights, the favorable climate 
generally, will supplement the spiritual 
forces that the monastery’s life provides. 
The Servants of the Paraclete aim by 
spiritual and physical means to restore 
priests to active service in their former 
dioceses or Religious institutes, or to find 
placement for them elsewhere in the vine- 
vard of the Lord. Although the pictur- 
esque monastery of Via Ceeli, in its moun- 
tain setting, has been operating for but 
two and a half years, it has already re- 
turned to active service over fifty priests. 
Father Gerald, whohas had broad experi- 
ence as a diocesan priest, as a Religious 
in the Congregation of the Holy Cross, 
and as a chaplain in the armed forces, 
has brought a wealth of background 
into the founding of this unique work. 
Ile knew what spiritual strain many 
chaplains in the service were, of neces- 
sity, under. He knew too of the prob- 
lems that confront both diocesan clergy 
and Religious. Other priests have ob- 
served these problems, but Father 
Gerald did something about it. Via 
Ceeli is his attempt to find an answer. 


ALL NATIONALITIES AND 

RANKS REPRESENTED 

The strange thing is, it has been often 
said that a home for priests would be 
an impossibility. It is alleged that 
diocesan priests especially are such 
highly individualized persons that they 
could not very well live together under 


the same roof. But now imagine, if 
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you can, a group of priests gathered 
from all corners of the nation, men with 
being thrown 
together into a synthetic community 
under a Father Servant. Old men, 
young men, disillusioned scholars, padres 
health and sometimes in 


deep-seated problems, 


broken in 
spirit, rich and poor, of all ranks and 
nationalities, all these climb the moun- 
tain road to Via Ceeli. 

It does not take long before the taut 
nerves relax, and the skeptical expres- 
sions turn into cheerful and wholesome 
laughter. The assertive become humble, 
the weak strong. God’s therapy is at 
work. Only the grace of God explains 
it. This smoothly running community 
stands as a marvel of grace in this mod- 
ern world. [It took deep faith to get Via 
Ceeli started, and it takes deep faith to 
keep it going. It appears that the hand 
of God is here, and that this is no mere 
human undertaking. 


THE COMMUNITY AT WORK 

AND PRAYER 

Via Ceoeli is really a contemplative 
monastery. It is all very modern, very 
American, and deeply Catholic. In so 
far as is possible, everything is on a vol- 
untary basis here. There is a schedule, 
yes, but no one is forced to follow it, yet 
almost everyone does. In a sense the 
house runs itself. “Priests for Priests” 
is its motto in fact. Priests cook, serve 
the meals, clean the house, build and 
remodel, wash, iron, and do the sacristy 
work. The community at work or at 
prayer reminds one somewhat of a group 
of novices or seminarians going about 
their daily routine. 

The tiny embryo Congregation of the 
Servants of the Paraclete is untiring, 
but how can less than a half-dozen men 
staff a fair-sized institute? The answer 
is that the priest guests and patients 
Priest cooks turn 
Priest 


share the burdens. 
out delicious, man-sized meals. 
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pastry artists ply their succulent art. 
Then there are the rugged individuals 
with hairy arms deep in dish water, 
giving the dishes a sparkle and a gleam. 
Or you may see an old priest tending 
flowers in the garden or arranging vases 
on the altar. Another priest, goodness 
knows where from, is tenderly putting 
away the vestments and sacred vessels. 
You look out the window and two priests 
are passing by carrying a long ladder. 
Another padre follows with carpenter 
tools. They are up to something. A 
gutter will be fixed, or a window re- 
placed. 


EVERYONE EXPECTED TO WORK 

OUT HIS OWN SALVATION 

Look at the many altars that line the 
chapel walls, and which are found in 
nook and corner here and there about 
They all show the craft- 
manuship and artistry of priest workers. 
tailoring, 


the house. 
Sign-painting, landscaping, 


woodwork, barbering, almost 


thing imaginable is being done by these 


every- 


priests, who in helping one another find 
more often than not the solution of their 
Mind you, all this is on 
These priests do 


own problems. 
a voluntary basis. 
these things because they like to, and 
because they realize it will do them 
good. Father Gerald, although he dis- 
counts the scientific niceties of psy- 
chiatry, is a great believer in occupa- 
tional therapy. He holds that many 
modern priests develop personal prob- 
lems because they do not have enough 
manual exertion to absorb their physical 
energies. Via Coeli gives every man an 
opportunity to exercise his latent talent 
and “work out” his salvation. 

Via Ceeli is a strange monastery, but 
it is probably one of the most cheerful 
to be found anywhere. An air of infor- 
mality is everywhere manifest.  Cleri- 
cal garb is worn in general only for chapel 


exercises. The rest of the day the 
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fathers go about in a nondescript assort- 


ment of casual clothing, varicolored 
slacks, T-shirts and sport shirts, brown 
shoes, sport shoes, old work clothes, 
whatever is available. Via Ceoeli is a 
man’s world. An unshaven face evokes 


no surprise. Grimy hands and_ the 
soiled clothes that bespeak honest toil 
are no disgrace. St. Benedict must be 
delighted to see his “Ora et Labora” in 
this modern setting. There is talking 
at meals in this monastery, with a con- 
stant kidding going on aud an unbeliev- 
able amount of good humor. Through- 
out the day there ts a pervading friend- 
liness and cheerfulness, which gives the 
place a seminary sort of air and revives 


happy memories of the good old days. 


REGULAR SCHEDULE OF 

THE DAY 

But, of course, the deep roots of this 
cheerfulness rest in spirituality. The 
community arises at 6:00 a.m., and al 
6:30 goes to the chapel for meditation 
Father 


Servant leads the meditation and Ro- 


and five decades of the Rosary. 


sary. Masses follow, although some 


early risers have begun their Masses 
by 5:00 a.m. 


of bells about the house that heralds the 


There is a myriad tinkling 


sacrificial presence of the Master, Phy- 
Shepherd of 
What a grand and glorious work is that 


sician, and Shepherds. 
of Via Coeli to restore priests to the altar 
of God! 


No server problem here with a house full 


Here priests serve each other. 


of ordained acolytes, yea, an abundance 
of priests. 

Lunch is informal at Via Coeli. No 
When the bell rings 
at noon, all go to the kitchen for a 


need to dress up. 


There is plenty of food on the 
A big coffee 


Kvery- 


snack. 
table. 
urn is kept ready at all hours. 


Just help yourself. 


one is free to go and get a cup of hot 
coffee any time he wills. Likewise a 


“coke” dispenser is always available. 


The evening meal is a big one, whole- 
some and tastily prepared. On many 
evenings Father Servant announces a 
“collation,” which means going to the 
usually 
The spirit 
aimed at is that of one’s own home. 


kitchen for an evening snack 
ice cream and cold drinks. 


Alcoholic drinks are not served at Via 
Coeli, but otherwise the diet is normal. 
Cards are not taboo rere, and a little 
group of the brethren indulge in this 
time-honored indoor sport in the even- 
ing until 11:00 p.m. when the day 
officially ends. 

Every morning at 9:00 o'clock a com- 
All attend 
this; the singing is good and the service 
After Mass the Blessed Sac- 
rament is exposed, and exposition con- 


munity High Mass is sung. 
edifying. 
tinues all day. Adoration is the order 
of the day. 
munity is invited but not required to 
Holy Hour before the 
Blessed Sacrament. They take turns, 
arranging it so that Our Lord is never 
alone throughout the day; and on the 
eve of the First Fridays this guard of 
honor is extended throughout the entire 
night. In 


Kach member of the com- 


make a daily 


the evening another five 
decades of the Rosary are said, and 
For night pray- 
ers another five decades of the Rosary 


reposition takes place. 


are said, and all rise and sing the Salve 
Regina—a_ beautiful old monastic cus- 
Various other 
prayers are said and hymns sung, but 


tom at the close of day. 


especial emphasis is put on saying the 
fifteen decades of the Rosary daily. 
The mysteries are announced, and each 
decade assigned for a specific intention. 

You can see priests make the Sta- 
tions privately throughout the day, 
linger in chapel to say their Office or 
other prayers, or stop in for visits. It 
does one’s heart good to see these priests 
of such varied background and experi- 
ence responding so beautifully to the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. 


“97 


Dei 
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No one of us, of course, is so naive as 
to think that there are no troubles at 
Via Ceoeli, or to imagine that these cleri- 
cal problems dissolve overnight. Nor 
should one be surprised to find dis- 
couraging lapses here and there. But 
the remarkable thing is that this unique 
community does run smoothly, and 
there is a deep spirit of spirituality 
and a cheerful, genuine friendliness be- 
sides. 

It’s like being back in the seminary, 
it’s like being a novice, it’s like being on 
retreat, it’s like being on vacation, it’s 
like being a priest all rolled into one. 


And we call that Via Ceeli. 


CANONICAL STATUS OF THE 

NEW ASSOCIATION 

The Servants of the Paraclete have no 
formal approval as yet. The Holy See 
has merely encouraged them to go for- 
ward and develop. Priests who join the 
pious association, which is the present 
status of the Servants, retain their affilia- 
tion with their respective dioceses or 
Religious institutes, while unattached 


seminarians joining the “*Paracletes,”’ 
as they are familiarly known, are incar- 
dinated into the Archdiocese of Santa 
le but designated for the Congregation. 
All wear the neat grey habit, but for the 
present take no formal vows. 

The daily exercises of the Paracletes 
are the same as those of the guests as de- 
scribed above, but they recite also the 
Little Office of the Blessed Virgin as 
part of their preparation for Mass. 
Those obliged to the Divine Office are 
urged to recite it before the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Needless to say, it takes a lot of 
money to run Via Ceeli and to expand its 
work. The never 
hospitality to priests for financial rea- 
sons. Bishops *or Religious Superiors 
who send priests to Via Ceoeli ordinarily 


Paracletes refuse 
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contribute $100 a month for their sup- 
port. 

A priest whose health and_ spirit 
improve steadily at Via Ceeli will be 
recommended for prompt return to his 
diocese or Order. In cases where such 
reinstatement is not advisable, Via Ceeli 
endeavors to secure placement  else- 
where. Not every priest will respond 
to the influence of Via Celi. A few 
have not. But many have been re- 
stored to health of body and soul. 


A WORK THAT MERITS THE 

INTEREST OF EVERY PRIEST 

We should all have deep concern and 
interest in priests whose problems are 
obvious. Many have been the victims 
of circumstances or the prey of their own 


neglect. They have learned the hard 
way. It is not always easy to make a 


comeback. Via Ceoeli will make the 
return as simple as possible. God’s 
grace will do the work. The Paraclete, 
the Divine Comforter, will bring peace 
to these weary souls. 

Near the entrance of Via Ceeli one 
can read the inscription: ‘‘God bless all 
travellers not knowing when we our- 
selves shall be among them.” Each one 
of us priests in current service can in all 
humility say: “But for the grace of 
God there go I.””. The rehabilitation of 
our absent brethren is of concern to us 
all. 

Father Gerald has also organized a 
group of pious women, many of whom 
are graduate and trained nurses. They 
are called the Handmaids of the Precious 
Blood. In their maroon-red uniform 
and white veils, or in their dove-grey 
work habits (both of simple and practi- 
cal design), these scientifically trained 


spouses of Christ will aid in the care of 


the sick, disabled and insane priests. 
They are “to carry the Precious Blood 
to the ends of the earth” in the interest 


of helping priests. These cheerful and 
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happy handmaids have their little homes 
just down the trail from Via Ceeli. 
Father Gerald hopes, if it be God’s 
will, that Via Coeli will expand and 
develop. In time specialized depart- 
ments will be opened in order to give 
adequate care to even the most difficult 
and seemingly hopeless cases, where the 
modern techniques of psychiatry and 
medical science will be joined with the 


Sacraments, grace, prayer, and penance 
to effect the rehabilitation of the whole 
priest. 

Anyone who knows the depths of 
sorrow of Mother Church for a dis- 
abled priest thank God_ that 
there is now such a place as Via Ceeli, 
where Our Lord exercises the merciful 
love of His Heart for those dedicated 
to His service. 


must 
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Know Your Southern 
Baptists 


By CORNELIUS McGRAW, C.P. 


\\ E ARE faced to-day with an 


active and aggressive Protestantisn. It 
had its Amsterdam and has its World 
Advance Program. The Inter-American 
Evangelical Conference convened recently 
in Buenos Aires. “The meeting was 
‘alled to develop a Protestant strategy 
for the next decade of growth in Spanish- 
speaking countries.” The meeting was 
the first of its kind. 
ent. from Latin American 
countries and the United States 

among them John A. Mackay of Prince- 
ton and C. W. Turner of the American 
Bible Society. The next 
importance was scheduled to take place 
in December, 1919, at Bangkok, Siam, 
where “45 delegates representing Chris- 
tian councils in Australia, Burma, Ceylon, 
China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 
Malaya, New Zealand, the Philippines, 
and Siam, 


Leaders were pres- 


seventeen 


spent a week discussing 
‘The Christian Church in Changing 
Eastern Asia.”.... This Bangkok con- 
ference should make Christian history.” 
A worldwide movement aimed in great 
part at proselytising merits our atten- 
tion. We should be aware of what is 
going on—especially in these our own 
United States. It is important that 
we understand the sects amongst whom 
we live and work. 


*A UNITY OF BELIEVERS, 

NOT OF CHURCHES” 

One of the most active and aggressive 
bodies is the Southern Baptist. They 
call themselves “‘Co-operating Baptist 
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meeting of 


churches united in the Southern Baptist 
Convention.” [In theory no one is boss. 
“Man possesses the inalienable right to 
deal directly with God for himself... . 
A wedge between man’s soul and God is 
intolerable, whether the wedge be polit- 
ical or ecclesiastical, social or sacramen- 
tarian.... We cannot lend ourselves to 
any movement that would absorb these 
churches in an organic church or ecclesi- 
astical world council. Individually and 
locally, they must be directly responsible 
to God” (The Commission, February, 
1919). They are impatient with the 
ecumenical movement. “But here we 
come upon a most serious misunder- 
standing which lies at the very founda- 
tion of the entire movement. It pro- 
ceeds upon the assumption that the 
unity contemplated by Jesus Christ and 
the unity to be sought by modern Chris- 
tians means and requires a unification 
of all the institutional groups which our 
modern Christianity has developed. It 
is proposed to establish a council of 
‘churches... What Jesus had in) mind 
and what we must have in mind for 
effective witness to Him is primarily 
unity in experience, in fellowship, and in 
witness; unity of believers, not unity of 
churches” 
1919, p. 7). Southern Baptists have no 
creed. Oh, they believe in God, the 
divinity of Christ, the Trinity, Heaven 
and Hell, the Bible as the sole rule of 
faith, justification by faith, baptism by 
“No general Bap- 
tist body can properly have the function 


(The Commission, January, 


immersion, ete., ete. 
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of formulating a creed. Nor should we 
ever allow ourselves actually to formu- 
late a creed while deluding ourselves by 
calling it a ‘confession of faith’ ’’ (The 
Commission, June, 1949), 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS AT HOME 

AND ABROAD 

They are no longer quite content to be 
called the Southern Baptist Convention. 
They are overflowing the limits indicated 
by the name. Kansas, California, 
Alaska, are hardly “southern” territory. 
Their churches number 26,882, of which 
13,399 are Open Country churches (50% 
of the total); 4719 are village churches, 
and 41209 are city churches. Southern 
Baptists claim a membership of 6,191,- 
981; the open country churches have a 
membership of 1,886,398 (29.1 ©% of 
the membership of the group). 8803 
churches have a membership of 100 or 
less (32.807); 8104 have a membership of 
LOL to 200 (31.30); 4000 have a mem- 
bership of 201 to 300 (14.9%). In other 
words, 21,207 churches have no more 
than 300 members; only 12,333 have 
full-time services (16°). 

There are 27,343 ministers but only 
16,251 active pastors. The average 
salary of full-time pastors (1948) was 
$2139 (a decrease of $513 from 1947). 
Some, of course, got a little more; some 
a little less. The majority are poorly 
trained, many not at all. But three 
seminaries (located at Louisville, Ky., 
New Orleans, La., and Fort Worth, 
Texas) are training 2500 candidates. 
Of these, the Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Fort Worth is 
the most pretentious. Louisville is the 
oldest. It is interesting to note the 
teaching of Syslemalic Theology and of 
church history. The Convention also 
helps on a 50-50 basis to support the 
\:nerican Baptist Theological Seminary 
at Nashville, Tenn., for the training of 
Negroes. 


The American Institute of Public 
Opinion states in a survey that 8% of 
Baptists are in the upper class, 24% in 
the middle class, and 68% in the lower 
class. The per capita income in States 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
varied from $659 in Mississippi to 
$1643 in California and averaged $1187; 
but Southern Baptists contributed in 
1918 the sum of $156,605,521 for all 
purposes—$24.12 per capita. 

Southern Baptists maintain 31 senior 
colleges, 24 junior colleges, and 8 acad- 
emies. So, in spite of what certain 
people allege, some Southern Baptists 
Sunday School enroll- 

They also maintain 


can really read. 
ment is 4,308,374. 
25 hospitals with a bed capacity of 
5800; 20 orphanages with a capacity of 
1025. There are 34 Baptist book stores. 

The Convention has two mission 
Boards. The Foreign Mission Board 
is located at 2037 Monument Avenue, 
Richmond 20, Va. It supports 662 
missionaries, divided as follows: Orient, 
267; Africa, 115 (all but four in Nigeria) ; 
Near East and Switzerland, 17; Italy, 
6 (three couples at Rome); Spain, 4 
Barcelona); Latin 
America, 253. Foreign missions re- 
ceived $4,969,990 from the United 
States in 1948. The Convention set 
the Co-operative Program goal at $10,- 
000,000 for 1950 and L750 missionaries. 
The Foreign Mission Board will receive 
50% of the first $4,000,000; 13.89% of 
the next $2,500,000; amd all receipts 
above $6,500,000. The Lottie Moon 
Christmas offering ($1,500,000) will add 
close to a million to this fund. 


(two couples at 


GENERAL METHODS OF 
PROPAGANDA 


VOTE THIS declaration: ‘To the 
hungry multitudes of Brazil the Bible 
has been an inaccessible and closed book 

Among its 45,000,000 people 
perhaps not even 1,000,000 have even 
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so much as seen a Bible.... The prices 
of Bibles approved by the Roman Hier- 
archy have been prohibitive [probably 
true, see American prices]. We still do 
not dare to advertise Bibles in the secular 
press or over the radio. To do so would 
flood the Bible Press with orders which 
could not be filled” (Commission, May, 
1949, p. 20). NOW NOTE THIS: “A 
million Bibles are distributed each year 
in Brazil, according to a report issued 
by C. H. Morris of the Brazil Bible 
Society. Mr. Morris calls this a ‘gi- 
gantic’ effort. 
an ‘army’ of evangelists and colporteurs 


The society is assisted by 


who travel thru the streets and up the 
rivers and in the back woods and moun- 
tains by canoe, bicycle or car andon foot” 
(Christian Cenlury, March 2, 1919, p. 
276). 

The Home Mission Board is located at 
161 Spring Street, N. W., Atlanta 3, 
It employs 740 missionaries, 
working among Italians, French, Mexi- 
cans, and other Spanish-speaking in the 
U. S., Cuba, and Panama. They also 
work among the Indians, Negroes, mi- 
grants, deaf, and in Alaska. It is this 
almost exclusive interest in Catholics, 
both at home home and abroad, that 
leads Catholic leaders tocry: Proselylis- 
ing. “There are several groups who 
need the services of Southern Baptists. 
There are 1,500,000 Mexicans and Span- 
ish Americans; 700,000 French-speak- 
ing Americans; 600,000 Italians; 250,- 
000 Indians; 600,000 Jews; 11,000,000 
Negroes; and in Cuba, Panama, and 
Costa Rica, at least 6,000,000, all in 
need of the Gospel” (Southern Baplist 
Handbook, 1949, p. 87). 

The Board lists as its minimum needs 
988 missionaries and $2,867,180 for each 
of the next five years. The First Bap- 
tist Church of Little Rock has given a 
lump sum of $50,000 to foreign mis- 
sions. “During the first six months 
of 1948, the First Baptist Church of 


Georgia. 
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Dallas gave $89,085 to missions.”” The 
motto of the Home Mission Board is: 
“Trust the Lord and tell the people.” 
“Missionaries for the past five years 


report one baptism for every forty 
dollars given to the Home Mission 
Board. Each time the Home Mission 


Board receives $40, the salvation of a 
soul is made possible” (//ome Missions, 
May, 1949). They claim that, while 
Roman Catholics increased 25°% in the 
last 23 years, Baptists increased over 
60%. The official organ of the Foreign 
Mission Board is The Commission (32 
pages). The official organ of the Home 
Mission Board is Southern Baplist Home 
Missions (22 pages). Both have dou- 
bled their subscription rates recently. 
Home Missions is now 50¢ a year, three 
years for a dollar; The Commission is 
$1, three years for $2. 
Catholic. 

Southern Baptists profess to be great 


Joth are anti- 


lovers of religious and political liberty. 


They declare they have never per- 
secuted anybody for his religion. The 


four Baptist Conventions (two white and 
two Negro) have united in forming the 
Joint Committee on Public Relations 
(address 16th Street, N.W., Washing- 
ton, D.C.). Dr. J. M. Dawson _ is 
executive secretary. ““The Joint Com- 
mittee of Public Relations is the only 
agency where Northern, Southern, and 
Negro groups all work together in a 
common enterprise. The purpose of the 
Committee is to represent all the Bap- 
tists of this country in negotiations with 
our own and other governments when- 
ever our principles are involved or our 
rights are endangered; to explore, study, 
and advise Baptists concerning any and 
all federal legislation that violates the 
principle of separation of Church and 
State; to maintain the Baptist witness 
in the nation’s capital, to appear before 
congressional committees when meas- 
ures are being considered that favor one 
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religious faith above another, to formu- 
late plans by which Baptist conviction 
shall find effective expression” (Southern 
Baplist Handbook, 1949, p. 101). 

Representatives signed the following 
Baptist Declaration: 


“We affirm the American Baptists 
Bill of Rights, passed unanimously by 
the above Conventions, meeting in 
annual session in 1939, 

“We believe that religious liberty 
is a God-given ineradicable right, to 
be recognized and conserved by all 
human agencies that exercise au- 
thority. 

“We believe that every form of 
compulsion in religion, whether it be 
by a religious body or a civil state, 
is a wrong justly to be condemned. 

“We believe that religious liberty 
is the ultimate ground of democratic 
institutions, and that whenever this 
liberty is questioned, restricted, or 
denied, by any group... political, 
religious, or philosophical. . . all other 
human rights are imperiled. There- 
fore, we make the Baptist call for 
worldwide religious liberty.” 


The Commission takes credit for 
influencing the Charter of the U.N. and 
its Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, especially article 19: “Every 
one has the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience, and religion; this right in- 
cludes freedom to change his religion or 
belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others, and in public 
or private, to manifest his religion or 
belief in teaching, practice, worship, and 
observance.” 


DISCOURAGING EFFORTS IN 

ITALY AND SPAIN 

“The most discouraging of our efforts 
have been with Italy and Spain.” The 
“efforts” were occasioned by the pres- 
ence of missionaries—three couples in 
Rome and two couples in Barcelona! 
The Committee also filed Amicus Curtze 
briefs in the Supreme Court in the 
Everson and McCullum cases. “‘Per- 
haps one of the Committee’s greatest 
achievements was in mobilizing all the 
groups favoring the historic Constitu- 
tional principle and organizing them into 
Protestants and Other Americans United 


for Separation of Church and Slate” 


(“How Baptist Citizens Work for Religi- 
ous Liberty,” by J. M. Dawson in 
The Commission, March, 1949, p. 69). 

According to an editorial in The Com- 
mission (June, 1949), here is how it 
works. At the annual meeting of the 
Associated Church Press in Washing- 
ton, “one of the best speeches was made 
by Glen L. Archer of Protestants and 
Others United for the Separation of 
Church and State. Said he: ‘P.O.A.U. 
believes and shall fearlessly proclaim its 
belief that America is not required to 
choose between clerical fascism on one 
hand and communism on the other. 
Its single purpose and ultimate goal is to 
help make democracy work; a democ- 
racy in which little people in_ little 
churches may make their peace with 
God, free from interference of any 
kind.’ ”’ 

Readers interested in further study 
may consult the Southern Baplist Hand- 
book, 1949, price $1.50 at any Baptist 
Book Store (for example, that situated 
at 317 Guthrie Street. Louisville 2, Ky.) 








The Priest and Penance 


By ANSELM LACOMARA, C.P. 


A SHORT time ago a priest friend 


took issue with me concerning the prac- 
tice in some Religious communities 
which rise in the night to chant the 
Divine Office. He claimed that such 
practices are “medieval” and old-fash- 
“The days of such honsense are 
That modern men 


ioned. 
over,” he argued. 
and women are too high-strung and soft- 
ened by an easier way of life was one of 
his most telling arguments. He main- 
tained that discontinuing such practices 
would benefit both the individual Reli- 
gious and the community as a whole. 
The idea seemed to be that less austerity 
would prolong life and ultimately in- 
crease the years of availability for work. 

His arguments might have force if we 
were to remain on a merely natural 
plane. Looking at the matter from a 
supernatural standpoint, however, such 
arguments and attitudes lack cogency. 
They 
ignore the fundamental reason for such 
That fundamental reason is 


They are too limited in scope. 


practices. 
the need for penance. Life for God 
needs penance. Christ told us in em- 
phatic terms that we are no disciples 
of His unless we take up the cross daily 
and follow Him. That means suffering 
and penance.  Penitential exercises hold 
an important position in every spiritual 
life-—but especially in the priest's spirit- 
ual life, for he is a professional follower 
of Christ, signed forever as such. He is 
a disciple par ercellence who follows a 
thorn-crowned, crucified King to whom 
penance was a daily occurrence and who 
finally laid down His life in the greatest 
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act of vicarious penance this world has 
ever witnessed. 

The priest who is sincere in his desire 
to imitate the Master must regard pen- 
ance as an instrument which will enable 
him to do just that. He must be con- 
vinced of his personal need for penance. 
He must act in accordance with that 


conviction. 


PENANCE AS A SPIRITUAL 

MEDICINE AND SURGERY 

The need for penance is a fundamental 
condition of our human nature as it is 
now. Because our human nature is 
wounded by original sin there is much in 
us that is unsightly and ungodly. Man 
must go through a spiritual recondition- 
ing before he is ready to associate with 
God for all eternity. Human nature 
must be purified; its dross must be 
burned away before it can stand in the 
presence of the All-Holy. [ts lips must 
be, as it were, touched with a purifying 
flame before they may chant the eternal 
hymn of praise. Man must be God-like 
before he can see God. The surgery and 
medicine of penance will make him so. 

Penance is spiritual surgery when 
there is need for a ruthless cure in our 
souls. Those things in us which can 
never become God-like, sins and imper- 
fections, must be treated in much the 
same manner as a diseased organ of the 
body is treated. They must be re- 
moved, even at the expense of great 
pain. We may suffer in the process. 
The penance will not be easy to bear. 
Human nature will feel the sharp inci- 
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sion of such spiritual surgery. But our 
everlasting health depends on it, for 
here we are involved in a disease which 
has eternal consequences. If we suc- 
cumb to this disease, we are dead for- 
Christ Himself did not hesitate 
to prescribe a harsh treatment in this 


ever. 
ease. “If thy right eye is an occasion of 
sin to thee, pluck it out and cast it from 
thee; for it is better for thee that one of 
thy members should perish than that 
thy whole body should be thrown into 
hell. And if thy right hand is an occa- 
sion of sin to thee, cut it off and cast it 
from thee; for it is better for thee that 
one of thy members should be lost than 
that thy whole body should go into 
hell” (Matt., v. 29, 30). 

Penance is spiritual medicine when it 
strengthens those things in us which are 
good and capable of being spiritualized. 
Qur capacity to love and to hate, to de- 
sire and to fear, can become instruments 
for God’s glory and our perfection. But 
these passions need training and exer- 
cise. The process involved in training 
and subduing them brings with it a 
type of hardship which sometimes per- 
dures to the grave. Our love of ease and 
the tendency to follow the lazy man’s 
route will ever raise objections to the 
strenuous soul-building program of the 
man of God. The struggle to bring 
the passions under control and to orien- 
tate them towards God brings with it 
which soon 

Yet, come 
under control the passions must, or they 


weariness and monotony 
becomes a heavy burden. 


will drag us down from our high position 
as followers of Christ. Penance and 
self-denial are the only means by which 
we can bring the passions into line. It 
is only when they are in line that we will 
resemble our Heavenly Father. 


THE FALL OF MAN 
AND ITS EFFECTS 


There is a world of tragedy contained 


in the idea that we must struggle to 
resemble our Heavenly Father. It re- 
calls all too vividly what might have 
been, and sears the imagination with 
the saddening reflection of what was and 
is. 

What might have been? Holy Serip- 
ture gives us the answer in Genesis. 
“God said: ‘Let us make man to Our 
And God 
created man to His own image; to the 
image of God He created him. Male 
and female He created them. ... And 
the Lord God had planted a paradise of 
pleasure from the beginning, wherein He 
had placed man whom He had formed. 
And the Lord God took man and put 
him in the paradise of pleasure to dress 
it and to keep it” (Gen., i-ii. passim). 

Male and female He created them. . 
.. The sacred pen-picture of God’s first 


own image and likeness...’ 


family opens up before us a vista of 
beauty which would have remained 
Adam’s possession and our inheritance. 
Divine grace in all its splendor, perpet- 
ual health of body, the total absence of 
death, an intellect free from proneness to 
error, a will absolutely dominant over 
the passions, a perfect harmony of soul 
and body—all this would have been 
ours. God would have walked with us 
in sweet companionship as He once 
walked with Adam and Eve in Eden's 
afternoon air. His voice would have 
delighted us as He conversed with us as 
loving Father to dutiful children. A 
life of almost perfect: happiness, free 
from the ravages of death and disease, 
strife and combat, would have slipped 
away behind us as we pass into a life of 
perfect happiness with our Father in 
heaven. In this case indeed, “the 
saddest words of tongue or pen are 
these: ‘It might have been.’ ” 

It might have been had Adam com- 
plied with the one condition God laid on 
him. “Of every tree of paradise thou 
shalt eat; but of the tree of knowledge 
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of good and evil thou shalt not eat. 
For in what day soever thou shalt eat of 
it, thou shalt die the death”’ (Gen., ii. 16, 
17). But why rehearse the calamity of 
from God? It is 
sufficient to say that Adam did not 
comply with the condition and so lost 


mans alienation 


for himself and for all who would spring 
from his loins the precious treasures of 
soul and body with which God had 
planned to enrich us. 

Adam’s fall and our fall in him reduced 
us to the status of enemies of God 
“children of wrath,” as St. Paul calls us 
(Eph., ii. 3). The fall caused us to 
resemble more the slime of the earth 
from which we were fashioned than the 
God in whose image we were created. 
The life of our souls, divine grace, was 
snuffed out; our intellects were dark- 
ened and our wills weakened; passion 
became an all-consuming fire; disease 
and death became daily, heartbreaking 
commonplaces; 
labor of love in the garden of God, but 
toil and punishment for sin in the midst 
of thorns and thistles. 


work was no longer a 


We were made 
exiles from our Father’s house, weakened 
in soul, mind and body. Having been 
rich, we were made poor; having pos- 
sessed life, we purchased death. 


THE RESTORATION: IN 

PART ONLY 

But God would not leave us thus. 
For, “God, who is rich in mercy, by rea- 
son of His very great love wherewith He 
has loved us, even when we were dead by 
reason of our sins, brought us to life to- 
gether with Christ” (Eph., ii. 4, 5). 
“When the fullness of time came, God 
sent His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, that He might redeem 
those who were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons” 
(Gal., iv. 4,5). Christ came to change our 
condition. He has “cancelled the decree 
against us, which was hostile to us. 
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Indeed, Tle has taken it completely 
away, nailing it to the cross” (Col., ii. 
14). By His redeeming sacrifice, Christ 
has elevated us once more to divine son- 
ship by adoption. 

However, Christ, while He reopened 
heaven to us and restored to us the 
boundless riches of God's grace, did not 
regain for us the perfect harmony of 
soul and body which Adam had forfeited 
in the fall. Our nature remains weak, 
our intellect and will remain enfeebled 
instruments for the pursuit of knowledge 
and love, our passions are still strong. 
Sin and evil can still play havoe with 
our lives. Hatred, avarice, envy, pride 
and ambition can very evidently make 
chaos of social, national and interna- 
tional relations. In Christ we have re- 
gained the supernatural, spiritual heri- 
tage of grace; but the further gifts of 
natural integrity and immunity from 
physical and moral evils are lost to man- 
kind until the end of time. 

The privation costs us dear. It makes 
our salvation the result of severe per- 
sonal striving and spiritual combat. Be- 
cause of our weakened condition virtue 
is hard, sin easy; love of God is ardu- 
ous, love of self pleasant; passion is 
strong, self-control flaccid. The Apostle 
summed up the whole situation when he 
said: “For I do not do the good that | 
wish; but the evil that [| do not wish, 
that I perform. ... For [ am delighted 
with the law of God according to the 
inner man, but I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my 
mind and making me a prisoner to the 
law of sin that is in my members” (Rom., 
iv. 19, 22, 23). 


—a_ 5 ot 


ALL CHRISTIANS MUST WORK 

TO MERIT GRACE 

Yet, in spite of the conflict between 
the law of God and the law of the mem- 
bers, we are still able to be good and no- 
ble and holy. For all of us have received 
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All of us can be 
the children of God’s predilection if we 
are men enough to fight for the honor. 
God's grace is sufficient and more than 
sufficient to raise the lowliest among us 
to the pinnacle of sanctity. But God’s 
grace Will not operate in a vacuum! We 


the adoption of sons. 


must codperate with it; we must prac- 
tise virtue; we must work. Otherwise 
we shall never be holy or pleasing to 
God. 
vibrant virtue, we must practise self- 
discipline. Life for God, and ultimately 
with God, demands effort on our part. 


If we desire to fill our souls with 


We are no longer in a position of original 
justice where our nature is ordered to 
God and the things of God. Now we 
must do penance. 

Sin and cannot be 
dreamed away. They must be cut away 
ruthlessly. But we shall never have 
stamina and courage for such an opera- 


habits of sin 


tion unless we condition ourselves for it. 
We shall never be able to say “No” to 
what is forbidden if we cannot bring our- 
selves to say “No” to what is licit. It is 
a great deal easier to forego the pleasures 
of the palate through an act of voluntary 
mortification than to conquer the pas- 
sions when they thrust their mighty 
forces against the peace of our souls. 
But we shall never emerge victorious 
from these encounters unless we train 
our wills in little things. If we want to 
be stronger under fire, we must first 
learn to be strong when we are at peace. 
Strength in temptation will never be 
ours if we are weak-willed at other times. 
We might well reflect on Christ’s admo- 
nition: “Unless you do penance, you 
shall all likewise perish” (Luke, xiii. 3). 
Certainly St. Paul’s words must find an 
echo in every priest’s conscience: “‘] 
chastise my body and bring it into sub- 
jection, lest perhaps after preaching to 
others [ myself should be rejected” (1 
Cor., 1x. 27). 


In our ordinary ministry we priests 


demand much of those for whom we 
work. Our constant urging to our peni- 
tents is that they humbly submit to 
God’s will. We give advice to those la- 
boring under a habit of sin. We incul- 
cate self-denial in the matter of avoiding 
occasions of sin. We preach purity, 
temperance, justice, charity and all the 
other virtues. We admit that it is hard 
to practise them, but again and again we 
exhort the people “to make the sacri- 
fice.” 


CLERICS MUST PRACTISE WHAT 

THEY PREACH 

We could well take some of that ad- 
vice ourselves. There are many circum- 
stances arising from the very nature of 
the priestly state which demand a high 
degree of penance. Celibacy is perhaps 
the greatest of them. If we wish to be 
strong in this matter, we must practise 
the penance of mortification of the eyes, 
especially in our reading. We must keep 
a constant guard over our associations 
and our senses. Hlow can we possibly do 
so if we avail ourselves of every oppor- 
tunity for licit pleasures and never by- 
pass any of them) If we surround our- 
selves with too much comfort, we run 
the danger of becoming lax. We are 
liable to forget how to say: “No!” If 
we fail to exercise our wills, we are cer- 
tain to grow spiritually soft; and this 
in a vital matter. 

There are many other opportunities 
in a priest’s life for the practice of pen- 
We know them. We know that 
we have too many harsh words for cer- 
tain individuals. 


ance, 


Late Masses are just 
about tolerated and borne with the min- 
imum of good grace. Some food never 
and on and on and on. Pa- 


tient bearing of these little ordinary 


satisfies us 


things can do great things for our souls. 
Penance in these matters is a_soul- 
builder. It will help us in the more im- 
portant matters of our spiritual life; 
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for it will show us the way to love what 


we should love—God and the things of 


God; it will show us the way to hate 
what we should hate—sin and the things 
which lead to sin; it will show us the 
way to desire what we should desire 
heaven and the vision of God; it will 
show us the way to fear what we should 
fear—hell and the eternal loss of God. 

BY PENANCE WE SHALL PUT 

ON CHRIST 

Most of all, penance will enable us to 
heed the words of St. Paul when he 
cries: “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Rom., xiii. 14). Then our souls will re- 
semble the God who made us; our 
minds, enlightened by faith, will recog- 
nize God’s truth; our wills, fortified by 
charity, will love God above all things. 
Then there will reign in us an approxi- 


mation of that harmony between body 
and soul which God originally intended. 
assion will bow its proud head to the 
yoke of God’s moral law; vice will sur- 
render to virtue; disease and suffering 
will suffer in their turn a transformation 
into acts of love for God’s providence. 
Death will be not the end, but the real 
beginning of life, the portal through 
which we pass to the Blessed Vision of 
God. 

It is by doing penance that we shall 
partake of Christ’s sanctity in action. 
It is by doing penance that we shall be 
strong to cast off sin. It is by doing pen- 
ance that we shall burn away the dross 
of our human nature. It is by doing 
penance that we shall come to resemble 
God. And it is only by resembling God 
that we shall come to see Him as He is in 
heaven. 


Indulgences during the 
Jubilee Year 


By FRANCIS B. DONNELLY, S.T.L., J.C.D. 


(L) A Jubilee ) ear is a period of conces- 
sion, of remission. Yel, during tt indul- 
gences are suspended. Why this parado.r? 


In essence, the Jubilee indulgence is a 
plenary one. Traditionally, however, 
it is called a plenissima indulgentia. 
While quantitatively it remits no more 
than any other plenary indulgence, in 
intensity it is the richest grant of the 
Church. The whole Church beseeches 
the pardon it brings. 


“As the deprecation of the whole 
Christian people ascends into heaven, 
a more cerlain and fuller pardon of a 
Lord appeased by penance descends 


upon all” (Leo XID). 


The entire body of the faithful are sum- 
moned by Christ’s Vicar to engage in 
one mighty, concerted effort: to free 
themselves completely of their sins. As 
a single unit, the Church seeks release 
from the sins within it and from. all 
their temporal effects. Furthermore, 
since a plenary indulgence is gained only 
to the extent of one’s dispositions 
(Canon 926), the special efforts required 
to fulfill the conditions of the Jubilee 
tend to create in the individual soul the 
best possible dispositions. The Church 
does her utmost to make the indulgence 
full and complete. 

To induce all who can do so to gain 
this, her richest indulgence, the Church 
withdraws from the faithful every other 
indulgence (apart from a few specific 
exceptions) for themselves. Not only 
outside Rome, but even in Rome itself, 


no other indulgence is so available. 
There is but one indulgence for oneself, 
and that is the Jubilee. Its uniqueness 
renders it that more precious. It is the 
appointed way to obtain a full remission 
of the penalty due to one’s sins. At the 
same time it is the most efficacious way. 


(2) Does that mean that every other 
indulgence is lo be ignored during the 
Jubilee ) ear? 


Definitely, no. All indulgences ap- 
plicable to the souls in Purgatory con- 
tinue in effect for them. There should 
be no cessation of effort to relieve them. 
In fact, during the Jubilee Year our 
power to aid them by indulgences is 
increased. Every indulgence, except 
one granted specifically for the dying, is 
applicable to them. Ordinarily, indul- 
gences granted by authorities below the 
Holy See cannot be gained for the de- 
ceased (Canon 913,2°). Evena few papal 
grants are restricted to the living 
(Canon 930). These limitations cease 
for the duration of the Holy Year. 


(3) Is any group of the living erempled 


from the suspension of all but the Jubilee 


indulgence? 


The dying are so exempt. Holy 
Mother Church desires that they retain 
the power to gain at the final moment of 
life the special indulgences intended for 
them. The reason why is obvious. 
Thus, a dying person can gain in articulo 
mortis the plenary indulgence, for ex- 
ample, accruing from possession of an 
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object with Apostolic indulgences at- 
tached or a crucifix with the (/olies 
quolies indulgence, or that from the 
Apostolic blessing to the dying or a 
privileged altar for their benefit or from 
the pious practices especially enriched 
forthem. Letit be noted, however, that 
only the indulgences available in arti- 
culo morlis continue in effect for the 


dying. Other indulgences do not. 


(4) Are indulgences withdrawn abso- 
lulely from all others of the living? 


The Jubilee Constitution states that 
the withdrawal is made with prudent 
moderation, that is, with some reserva- 
tion. Two outstanding exceptions are 
the plenary and partial indulgences 
attached to the Angelus or Regina celi 
and to the Forty Hours’ Devotion. The 
continued availability of these indul- 
gences might well be impressed upon the 
faithful, especially on those who will not 
gain the Jubilee indulgence this year. 
Attention should also be called to the 
fact that the living may gain for them- 
selves the indulgences attached to the 
special Holy Year prayer, composed by 
His Holiness for universal use.! 


(5) Is not the Portiuncula indulgence 
still available for the living? 


They may continue to gain it in the 
place of its original grant, at the Por- 
tiuncula chapel in Assisi. Elsewhere it 


can be gained only for the deceased. 

(6) Are indulgences issued by other Prel- 
ales of the Church besides the Pope sus- 
pended also? 

The iiving may gain for themselves 
the indulgences which these Prelates 
grant on the occasion of pontifical cere- 
monies or when imparting their benedic- 


1 Subsequent Monita of the Sacred Penitenti- 
ary (n. XV) also except from suspension indul- 
gences granted in perpetuum by indult. Ac- 
cording to Besson and Vermeersch, the indul- 
gences of the Sodality of Mary fall into this 
category. 
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tion, but not those which they have 
attached to a prayer or other pious act. 
It is disputed whether the plenary indul- 
gence of a papal blessing given by a 
residential Bishop or Prelate, by reason 
of Canon 914, continues applicable to 
the living during the Holy Year. The 
better opinion seems to be it does not. 


(7) Are faculties to allach indulgences, 
lo bless scapulars, to give the Papal bless- 
ing suspended during the Holy Year? 


No, the faculties remain in effect. 
The granting and applying of indul- 
gences are not restricted in any way. 
Only the gaining of them by the living, 
for themselves, is precluded. 


(8) Js i true that priests can continue 
lo gain the indulgences of the **Obsecro te” 
after Mass and the “Sacrosanclz”’ after 
the Divine Office? 


Priests cannot gain for themselves the 
indulgences attached thereto. How- 
ever, the accompanying remission of 
any defects and faults, which is strictly 
not an indulgence, is not suspended. 


(9) What is the force of the ercommuni- 
calion threatened for publishing indul- 
gences contrary lo the Papal Constitution 
on the Holy Year? 


A violator incurs it (pso facto, and is 
This 


supposes that he has published or put 


even liable to further penalties. 


forth in some public manner, as avail- 
able to the living, an indulgence which he 
knows has been withdrawn from them 
The likeli- 


hood of this occurring is somewhat re- 


by the Papal Constitution. 
mote. However, it would suggest the 
advisability of avoiding the customary 
formula “applicable to the Suffering 
Souls” as misleading. Announcements 
of any restricted indulgences might 
better make it clear that they can 
be gained solely for the faithful de- 
parted. 


Homies FOR THE Monrn 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 
By CLEMENT H. CROCK 





Palm Sunday 


Meaning of Blessed Palms 


“The crowd spread their cloaks upon the road, while others were cutting branches from 
the trees, and strewing them on the road” (Matt., xxi. 8). 


SYNOPSIS: 


(1) The palm is universally accepled as a 
symbol of victory. 

(2) That symbol was not correctly understood 
on the first Palm Sunday 

(3) The motives of the people were selfish and 
political in welcoming Christ into the 
cily. 

(4) Our interpretation of blessed palms. 

~) 


(5) Blessed palms should be kept in homes as 


a spiritual symbol for all. 


The palm is universally accepted as 
symbolical of victory. The most im- 
pressive scene at the International Eu- 
charistic Congress in Carthage, Africa, in 
1930 was the choral singing of the 
martyrs’ song with the waving of palms. 
The closing exercises began and ended at 
the beautiful basilica of St. Augustine. 
From the basilica people from all nations 
marched in solemn procession to the 
arena, several miles distant, and back. 
As we marched, one could not help but 
think of the Saints like St. Cyprian and 
the thriving community of Christians in 
of St. 
\fonica who prayed for eighteen years 
for the conversion of her wayward son 
Augustine, who, like another St. Paul, 
became the great luminary of the Church 
in the fifth century, and is to this day 


the early centuries of the Church; 


honored both by Catholics and non- 
Catholics alike as the “Great St. Augus- 
tine.” 

Then, as we entered the arena, we 
were reminded of St. Felicitas and Per- 
petua, as well as the many other mar- 
tyred Christians who had shed their 
blood for their faith, being cast to wild 
beasts for the entertainment of the 
All this was vividly re- 
called and understood as the tears flowed 
in abundance while the pilgrims to the 
Eucharist Congress beheld the pageant 
of the choir singing the 
martyrs’ song to the waving of palms. 


pagan mobs. 


childrens’ 


TRUE SYMBOLISM OF PALM NOT 
ALWAYS CORRECTLY UNDERSTOOD 


My dear Christian friends, these early 
Christians, as well as the vast assembly 
gathered there in Carthage, understood 
the true spiritual significance of the first 
Palm Sunday when Jesus was welcomed 
into Jerusalem amidst the 
hosannas as the crowd spread their 
cloaks upon the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and strewed 
them on the path over which Jesus 
walked. 

But human emotions can readily be 
aroused, and not always for the same 


cries of 
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exalted motives. This was the case in 
the time of Christ on that first Palm 
Sunday, and the same is frequently true 
to-day. Even the disciples of the Lord 
who accompanied the Master into 
Jerusalem were not entirely free from 
Some of them, like the 
steadily 


ulterior motives. 
rest of the Jewish people, 
looked forward to the day when their 
kingdom would be restored to all its 
pristine glory and power, as in the time 
of King David and Solomon. Even some 
of the Apostles dreamed of the day when 
they would be garbed in royal robes and 
sit upon thrones in that new kingdom. 
Many felt that the hour of triumph had 
now come. The demonstration on Palm 
Sunday substantiates this, if we but 
momentarily transport ourselves back 
and review the scene briefly. 

To take off one’s outer cloak 
spread it upon the ground over which 


and 


royalty might pass, was a symbol of the 
profoundest respect. And to cover the 


road of march with flowers, cedars or 


palms, was a further manifestation of 


joy at the approach of one in highest 
authority. Therefore, both patriotism 
and religious fervor for their ancient 
faith prompted the people of Jerusalem 
to welcome Jesus with enthusiastic 
hosannas, crying out: “‘Hosanna to the 


son of David! Blessed is he that cometh 


in the name of the Lord, the king of 


Israel” (John, xxi. 5). 


MOTIVES WERE SELFISH 

AND POLITICAL 

Now note the last words: “the king of 
Here, indeed, was a royal wel- 
But Jesus 


Israel.” 
come into the Holy City. 
must have immediately sensed some- 
thing wrong about this boisterous wel- 
come, because Scripture tells us that He 
wept over the city and its people. And 
why did He weep? Because He under- 
stood very well that this royal welcome 
was not meant for Christ, the Saviour of 
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that it the human 


Christ, the patriot and saviour of their 


their souls; was 
nation that they welcomed; and all this 
in spite of His previous declaration that 
His kingdom was not of this world. 
Jesus further knew that in a few days 
these same people would reject’ His 
humanity in much the same manner as 
their leaders had already rejected His 
divinity. 


OUR INTERPRETATION 
OF BLESSED PALMS 


From all this it is evident th .t Holy 
Mother Church wishes to convey an en- 
tirely different lesson to her faithful as 
she presents us with blessed palms to- 


day. And what might some of these 
lessons be? — First of all, it is a blessed 
palm that we receive—the — blessing 


being known as a sacramental. There- 
fore, we should not make light of the 
blessed palm; we should not receive it 
out of human respect with the rest of the 
people, and then forget it or cast. it 
away. 

A blessed palm in a Catholic home is a 
symbol of our Christian faith. Good 
Catholic display the 
proudly before all throughout the year, 


families palm 
frequently in the living room or some 
other room which is frequently used. 
Many look upon the blessed palm as a 
protection against storms and fires, and 
rightly so; because, being a sacramental, 
the blessed palm should take its place 
with holy water, blessed candles, medals 
and other religious articles. 


A SPIRITUAL SYMBOL FOR ALL 


Furthermore, the blessed palm has al- 


ways been the symbol of Christian 
martyrdom, of a persevering love of God 


through every trial and tribulation. 


This we know from our description of 


the arena in Africa as well as the con- 
stant display of the palm in the cata- 
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combs of the early Christians. There- 
fore, let this palm which you carry home 
with you to-day become a constant re- 
minder of the days ahead when your 
faith may be put to test. This palm 
should remind you that you should not 
place your trust in the human Christ, 
but in Jesus our Saviour, the God-Man; 
that you should exercise your faith by 


following in the Master’s footsteps; 
that, if you joyfully and courageously 
face the daily grind along life’s way, you 
have the promise from the Lord of an 
eternal palm andcrownof victory. Then, 
at the end, bedecked with the jewels of 
virtue and good works, you shall join 
those who sing the eternal ““hosannas” 
before the throne in heaven. Amen. 


Good Friday 


Sin and [ts Counterpart 


* And when they had mocked Him, they led Him out to crucify Him” (Mark, xv.. 20). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) A model profession of faith in Christ 
crucified. 

(2) Christ’s reprimand, then and now. 

(3) Do not censure the characters of the Passion 
loo severely. 

(4) Deliberate sin crucified the Savior, then as 
now. 

(5) We must join those who return love for 
love. 


The tiresome trial of the eleven lead- 
ing Communists in’ New York City, 
from April to October, 1949, was one of 
the longest in the history of jurispru- 
dence, and one deluged with insult and 
innuendo never before equalled in any 
American court. Towards the close of 
the trial the audience was shocked when, 
with brazen blasphemy, one of the attor- 
neys for the defense charged that U.S. 
attorney, John F. X. MeGohey, of the 
prosecution counsel, would, “if he were 
a contemporary of Jesus, have had 
Jesus in the dock.” 

Visibly shocked by this outrageous 
and blasphemous outburst, Mr. Me- 
Gohey turned to the bench and cried 
out: “Your honor, I resent that. That 
is the most unconscionable thing [ ever 
heard. | was born and raised in this 
city. [tis well known that [am amem- 
ber of the Catholic Church. [firmly 


and with all my heart believe that Jesus 
Christ is Divine, that He is the Son of 
God; and to have it said in this 
courtroom, where [ am a member of the 
bar, that I would have prosecuted my 
God is an insult that I can’t help in- 
terrupting for.” The presiding judge, 
Medina, agreed with the learned counsel 
and cautioned the offending attorney 
that he must refrain from such foul tac- 
tics. 

CHRIST’S REPRIMAND, 

THEN AND NOW 

The foul tactics referred to was none 
other than a repetition of the scene 
which was enacted at the court trial 
some 1900 years ago, which culminated 
in the crucifixion of Jesus, Our Saviour, 
on that first Good Friday. This sad 
scene we are commemorating to-day. 
It might be well, therefore, that we 
briefly review Our Saviour’s trial and 
seek the causes which lead to the 
crucifixion. 

In the name of the crucified Redeemer, 
the Sacred Liturgy on Good Friday ad- 
dresses these reproachful words to all 
ungrateful people at the time when and 
since the Saviour faced His accusers. 

“OQ My people, what have I done to 
thee, or in what have I afflicted thee? 


Answer Me. 
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“Because I led thee out of the land 
of Egypt, thou hast prepared a cross 
for thy Saviour. 

“I led thee forth through a desert 
for forty years, and fed thee with 
manna, and brought thee into a land 
of exceeding good. 

“Before thee | opened the sea; I 
went before thee in the pillar of a 
cloud. 

“I gave thee to drink wholesome 
water from the rock; I gave thee a 
royal sceptre; I exalted thee with 
great power. 

“In return thou didst scourge Me 
and deliver Me up; thou hast beaten 
Me with blows and stripes; thou hast 
given Me a crown of thorns; thou 
hast smitten My head witha reed; 


thou hast hung Me upon the gibbet of 


the cross; thou hast given Me gall and 
vinegar; and with a spear thou hast 
pierced the side of thy Saviour. 

“My people, what have I done to 
thee, or in what have I afflicted thee? 


Answer Me.” 


How well might these same words have 
been addressed by Attorney McGohey to 
that communist counsel who was de- 
fending his atheistic clients! For these 
men with their fellow-travellers, and 
many others like them, are equally 
guilty of the crime of deicide, compar- 
able to the conspiracy which culminated 
in the death on the Cross of the Saviour 
on that first Good Friday. St. Paul 
speaks of such a second crucifixion when 
he reminds us to “think diligently upon 
Him that endured such opposition from 
sinners” (Heb., xii. 3). 

WE MUST NOT CENSURE THE 

CHARACTERS TOO SEVERELY 

It is true, we may censure Judas, 
Caiphas, Annas, Pilate or Herod, or the 
executioners, and hold them responsible 
for the death of Christ. But, let us 
analyze their position and reaction, and 
then compare their crime with sinners of 
to-day. Judas, for example, had no 
sooner betrayed Jesus than he repented, 
at least momentarily, and returned the 
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thirty pieces of silver. Annas and 
Caiphas, the high-priests, realized that 
the law did not permit them to pro- 
nounce sentence on Christ, even after 
the mock trial during which Christ was 
condemned. Herod, too, knew this; so, 
he decried Christ and attempted to 
make Him appear foolish. Then fol- 
lows Pilate, the slippery politician, who 
tried to save Christ from the crowd, and 
washed his hands of the crime, saying: 
“T am innocent of the blood of this just 
Man” (Matt., xxvii. 24). Neither should 
we ascribe too much blame to the execu- 
tioners. They merely carried out the 
sentence imposed by their superiors. 


DELIBERATE SIN CRUCIFIED 
CHRIST, THEN AS NOW 


Who, then, you may ask, must be 


held directly responsible for the death of 


Christ? My friends, you may never 
have thought of the correct answer be- 
fore, but it was the sin of blasphemy like 
that of the counsel for the commies; it is 
you and I-—all of us who ever committed 
a grievous sin against our God. St. Paul 
leaves no room for doubt of that when he 
declares that Christ “‘endured such 
opposition from sinners” (Heb., xii. 3). 
It was sin, then, that caused Our Lord’s 
agonizing sweat in the Garden of 
Gethsemani. According to St. Luke 
(xxii. 44), a doctor: “‘His sweat became 
as drops of blood trickling down to 
the ground.” 

Sin seemed to crush His soul with 
sorrow, and made His breaking heart 
pump His life’s blood through every 
pore of His crushed body. It was sin 
that caused the blasphemies, the insults 
and the torments that Jesus suffered in 
the courts of Annas and Caiphas, Pilate 
and Herod; it was sin that greedily 
grasped the scourges and savagely 
lacerated Our Saviour’s tender body; it 
was sin that took the crude crown of 
thorns and pressed it cruelly into His 
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innocent brow; sin that took the hard 
and clumsy iron nails and pierced His 
sensitive hands and weary feet after He 
had been mocked, spat upon, and struck 
with a reed. Even while hanging on the 
Cross, Christ continued to suffer through 
the sinful jeers, the sneers, the ridicule 
until, overwhelmed by interior and ex- 
terior desolation, He was at last forced 
to cry out aloud, as St. Mark tells us, in 
that terrifying, that heartrending and 
unfathomab'e fourth word: “My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me)” 
“Behold the Man!” 


Ilow prophetical these words first ut- 


*“Eece Homo!” 


tered by Pilate as he stood before Jesus 
And how does the 
sinner react to all this? Like the counsel 


upon the rostrum! 


referred to, his stony heart remains un- 
moved; hts haughty countenance greets 
the blood-stained face of the Crucified 
with disdain; with his sinful hands he 


once more takes those pierced hands of 


the Saviour that might have struck him 
down into the very depth of hell and 
forces them back upon the Cross, and 
nails them there once more, rigid and 
helpless. This is why St. Paul urges us: 
“Think diligently upon Him that en- 
dured such opposition from sinners.” 
And yet for all sinners, and despite all 
such blasphemous defiance, Jesus says 
again, as He said while hanging on the 
Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” 


ee 


Cross: 


WE SHOULD JOIN THOSE WHO 

RETURN LOVE FOR LOVE 

On the other hand, there is also a 
brighter side to Good Friday for you and 
for me. Like most of you devout 
adorers assembled here, there are untold 
other millions all over the world who 
have chosen the Cross of Jesus Christ, 
once a symbol of shame, and converted 
it into a symbol of their deep-seated 
faith. Like armies that have their in- 
signia, their banners and their standards, 


faithful and loyal Christians have chosen 
the Cross as the emblem of their faith, 
the symbol of their undying love, ex- 
claiming, in the words of Attorney Mc- 
Gohey already quoted: “‘I firmly and 
with all my heart believe that Jesus 
Christ is divine, that He is the Son of 
God,” and I shall never again persecute 
my God through sin. 

In fact, every good Christian had his 
counterpart at the foot of the Cross on 
Calvary on that memorable First Good 
Friday. We find, for example, the tear- 
ful John, the beloved disciple. Near 
him stood the Roman centurion who 
added his act of faith by exlaiming: “‘In- 
deed, this man was the Son of God.” 
These two men were the vanguard of 
that mighty army of Jews and Gentiles 
who have since united to form Christen- 
dom. 

At the foot of the Cross, above all, 
stood the spotless Virgin and Mother 
Mary who never sinned. At her side 
knelt Magdalen, who sinned with such 
abandon that only a flood of tears could 
erase her guilt. These two represent the 
vanguard of that mighty host of Saints 
and penitents proclaiming the blessings 
of peace and pardon that everlastingly 
flow from the sacred wounds of Christ 
Crucified. 

From the good thief, the man from the 
slums, and from the aristocrat, Joseph of 
Arimathea, came expressions of equal 
and united loyalty to Christ as He hung 
upon the Cross. These two men were 
the forerunners of that vast group of 
Christian men, of high and low estate, 
who believe that the trappings of caste 
and class, of color or race, are all levelled 
to a common denominator at the foot of 
the Cross. 

To one or the other of these groups 
you and I belong. Therefore, united in 
faith, in loyalty, in love and devotion we 
repeat once more on this Good Friday 
before an unbelieving world our act of 
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faith, saying: “I firmly and with 
all my heart believe that Jesus Christ 
is divine, that He is the Son of God, 


my Saviour and Redeemer in Whom 
| place my trust, now and forever.” 
Amen. 


Easter Sunday 
Jesus the Light of the World 


“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness” 


(John, ¢. 


SYNOPSIS; 

(1) The story of the lighted torches. 

(2) Darkness before the dawn. 

(3) Sin creates spiritual darkness. 

(4) Darkness remains where the Risen Saviour 
is nol recognized. 

(5) The Risen Saviour ts our hope—the Light 
of the world. 


You may have heard about the light- 
ing of the torches in the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem at  Easter-time. The 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre is very 
dark in the early morning. The 
Patriarch enters; through the darkness 
he passes within a small marble struc- 
ture where, it is claimed, the body of 
Jesus lay buried. All is quiet; not a 
word, not a sound breaks the stillness of 
the great building. Suddenly there is a 
stir as the Patriarch comes forth from 
the tomb bearing one lighted torch. 
Quickly an unlighted torch touches the 
lighted one and blazes forth; — then 
another and another is lit until thou- 
sands of torches are piercing the dark- 
ness, all lighted from the one torch that 
came out from the empty tomb of Christ. 
Out into the streets of the city these are 
borne, and all along the highways other 
torches are lighted from these, until the 
whole city and its environs glow with 
the light that came from the Saviour’s 
grave. 

My dear Christian friends, this an- 
cient and laudable custom of the lighting 
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of the torches carries with it a very deep 
spiritual signification. The darkest hour 
of the night is the hour just before dawn. 
Both profane history and the Scriptures 
tell us that, when Christ died on the 
Cross on Good Friday, an unusual and 
frightful darkness enveloped the whole 
world, the earth quaked; the rocks were 
rent asunder, graves opened; the dead 
arose and walked the streets. All of this 
compelled the centurion who had super- 
vised the crucifixion to exclaim: “‘In- 
deed, this man was the Son of God!” 

SIN GENERATES SPIRITUAL 

DARKNESS 

And what was it that caused that 
frightful darkness? Once again I re- 
peat: it was sin that caused the darkness 
of the hour, as we indicated in our dis- 
course on Good Friday. For all the 
events of the Passion—the betrayal of 
Judas, the summoning of the priests to 
the Sanhedrin to conspire against the 
Saviour, the apprehension of Our Lord 
in the garden, His trial and His  tor- 
ments—all these represented a dark 
world, the world of sin before and since 
the first Holy Week. No wonder, then, 
that when the Saviour breathed His last 
breath upon the Cross the very light of 
the world seemed to pass out with Him, 
“as though all the centuries of a hu- 
manity lost in the twilight of remoteness 
from God had here reached their final 
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moment, their final intensity.” Or, as 
St. John so beautifully expresses it: “In 
Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. And the light shines in the 
darkness; and the darkness grasped it 
not” (John, i. 4-5). 


DARKNESS REMAINS WHERE THE 
RISEN SAVIOUR IS UNRECOGNIZED 


Ilowever, I repeat, the darkest hour is 
the hour before dawn. And on Easter 
morning the Eternal Light shone once 
more, more gloriously than ever before 
in this world. As on Christmas morn 
when Bethlehem’s star lit the heavens 
and the angels proclaimed the glad 
tidings to a startled world, so on Easter 
another angel, clothed in white and with 
his face shining like the sun, briefly ad- 
dressed the terrified group, saying: “He 
is risen... .. You will see Him, as He 
told you” (Mark, xvi. 6-7). Hence- 
forth we shall know Him as the Light of 
the World, the Transfigured Christ as He 
appeared on Mount Thabor; as He now 
is hidden under the Eucharistic species 
upon our altars; as He now gloriously 
reigns forever in heaven. Yes, in the 
words of the Psalmist, the Risen Saviour 
addresses each and every one this day, 
saying: ‘“‘Resurrexi et adhuc tecum 
sum’ —"‘T am arisen and henceforth will 
be with you.” 

But here is the sad part of it. In the 
words of St. John (i. 5), “the light shines 
in darkness; and the darkness grasped it 
not.” In spite of the Saviour’s promise 
that henceforth He would be the Light 
of the World, only too many continue to 
reject that light. It seems we are drift- 
ing rapidly towards another Good Friday 


when the whole world will be steeped in 
darkness. In vain will leagues of na- 
tions gather to discuss their mutual 
problems and difficulties; in vain will 
national and international conferences of 
the best brains of the world gather to dis- 
cuss means and ways to solve the 
weighty problems of our day; none will 
succeed unless they call upon the Light 
of the World to lead the way. 


THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
IS OUR HOPE 


It was our Glorified Saviour who 
promised us the Holy Spirit, the Spirit 
of truth, who would abide with us until 
the end of time to guide us. Therefore, 
we as individuals as well as nations must 
approach the Risen Saviour with an 
abiding faith, and especially in’ our 
troubled times pray earnestly, saying: 
“QO Holy Spirit, Spirit of truth, come 
unto our hearts; shed the brightness of 
Thy light upon the nations, that they 
may please Thee in unity of faith.” 

We must turn from the empty tomb 
this Easter morning and declare to the 
world: “‘Surrexit Christus, spes mea! 
Christ is risen, He is my hope!’ Like so 
many Christophers, so many Christ- 
bearers, let us go forth with our lighted 
torches from the tomb and light torches 
of our fellow-men through the shining 
light of our faith. Let us keep on light- 
ing other torches until the Light of the 
World has enveloped all the earth, and 
all of us together will hear once more the 
message that the Risen Saviour gave to 
His frightened disciples, and through 
them to the world: ‘Peace be to you!” 
Amen. 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





First Sunday after Easter 


Criterion of Our Faith 


“This is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith” (I John, v. 4). 


SYNOPSIS; 


(1) The story of the wounds. 
2?) The Cross and the Tomb confirm our faith. 


(3) The world without our faith. 
(4) The meaning of faith. 
>) This ts the victory that will overcome the 
world, our faith. 


There is an interesting story told 
about St. Martin. Advanced in years, 
he sat one day in his monastery cell 
busily engaged in his sacred studies, 
when there came a knock at the door. 
“Enter,” said the Saint. The door 
opened and there appeared a stranger of 
lordly look, in princely attire. 

“Who art thou” asked St. Martin. 

“Tam Christ,” was the quick reply. 

lL ndisturbed, the Saint gave his 
visitor one deep, searching glance, 
looked at his bejewelled fingers, and 
quietly asked: “‘Where is the print of 
the nails?” 

Confused by this searching test-ques- 
tion, and realizing that his base decep- 
tion was exposed, the prince of evil 
quickly fled from the room. 

How beautifully this story fits in with 
our Gospel for to-day! Here we find a 
doubting Thomas. When told that the 
risen Saviour had appeared to the rest of 
the Apostles, like St. Martin, Thomas 
called for a similar test as proof that his 
beloved Master had truly arisen, as 
He had promised. So skeptical was 
Thomas that he declared: “Unless I see 
in His hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the place of the nails, 
and put my hand into His side, I will 
not believe.” After eight days Jesus 
reappeared, glorified with His sacred 
wounds as His battle-scars and badges of 
honor. And when the Saviour beckoned 
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Thomas to come forward and, as he had 
demanded, place his finger in the place 
of His nails and his hand into Eis side, 
the Apostle was quick to declare his 
faith openly by falling on his knees and 
exclaiming: “My Lord and my God!” 
THE CROSS AND THE TOMB THE 
BASES OF CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Therefore, the Cross and the Tomb of 
Christ are the bases of our entire 
Christian faith. Jesus frequently re- 
ferred to His death and resurrection as 
the clinching proof of His divinity. 
Both friend and foe witnessed Calvary’s 
tragedy in a tense spirit of expectancy. 
Shortly after the Saviour had expired, 
nature rebelled in successive upheavals; 
the curtain of the Temple was rent in 
two, the sun paled and the whole world 
was enveloped in darkness; the earth 
quaked, rocks were rent, graves opened 
and the dead arose. Already the cen- 
turion who supervised the crucifixion 
was heard to exclaim: “Indeed, this 
man was the Son of God!” His enemies 
guarded the grave carefully; for they re- 
called that, when asked for a_ sign, 
Jesus had spoken of Jonas and the whale 
(Matt., xii. 40); when challenged in the 
Temple, He had replied: “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days [ will raise it 
up” (John, ii. 19-21). His friends, too, 
recalled what Jesus had told Peter after 
his courageous confession of faith 
(Matt., xvi. 21), after the Transfigura- 
tion (Matt., xvii. 1-22), on His trium- 
phal entry into Jerusalem (Matt., xx. 18, 
19), and at the Last Supper (Matt., xxvi. 
32). Therefore, mindful of all that Jesus 
had said on these many occasions, St. 
Paul was correct when he declared: “If 
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Christ be not risen again, then its our 
preaching vain, and your faith also vain” 
(1 Cor., xv. 14). 

And all these facts stress once more 
the importance of St. Martin’s question: 
“Where is the print of the nails?” 

WORLD CONFUSED WITHOUT 

FAITH IN CHRIST 

Having established the truth of the 
Resurrection, we also speak of the Risen 
Saviour as the Light of the World. Now, 
a light is intended to illumine the way, 
guide and direct. Why then, we may 
ask, is the whole world, as it were, so 
steeped in gloom, and people depressed 
over present and future uncertainties? 
Does not Scripture tell us that “this is 
the victory which overcometh the world, 
our faith” (I John, v. 1)2 Is it not, per- 
haps, because we have discarded the true 
Christian faith to follow false leaders 
who offer a Christ without the insignia 
of the nails, and a religion made easy for 
the modern world? 

WHAT CHRISTIAN FAITH MEANS 

The modern world must rediscover 
the true meaning of the word “faith.” 
Briefly, it is this: Christian faith is a 
gift of God which enables us to believe 
without doubting whatever God has re- 
vealed to us, either directly or through 
His Church, and then be guided by that 
faith. From the Resurrection | know 
that Christ is God, and that when He 
speaks, God speaks to me. During His 
life Jesus often spoke of such faith. For 


example, the centurion, whose servant 
was sick, believed, and Jesus granted his 
request, saying: “I have not found such 
great faith in Israel.” To the Syro- 
Pheenician woman whose daughter He 
cured, Jesus said: ““O woman, great is 
thy faith.” Mary Magdelene obtained 
a spiritual cure, because: ““Thy faith 
has made thee whole.” The penitent 
thief, making his wonderful profession of 
faith, heard the dying Saviour say: 
‘This day thou shalt be with Me in 
paradise.” The Apostle Thomas made 
an open declaration of faith when he ex- 
claimed: “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus immediately praised him for it, 
adding: “‘Blessed are they that have 
not seen and have believed.” 

CONQUERING FAITH 

Here we have examples of that 
Christian faith which the world must 
once more acquire. Like St. Martin, 
we must ask: “Where is the print of the 
nails?” Once this Risen Saviour is 
recognized, the conquering Christ will 
again become the Light of the World. 
For, says St. John, ““whatever is born of 
God, overcometh the world; and this is 
the victory that overcomes the world, 
our faith” ({ John, v. 4-5). Therefore, 
often repeat that act of faith which you 
were taught in childhood, and with the 
Apostles pray: “Lord, increase our 
faith.” Ultimately, it will be this faith 
that will enable us to share in our 
Saviour’s own victory. Amen. 


Second Sunday after Easter 


Mystery of Suffering 


“Christ has suffered for us, leaving you an erample that you may follow in His steps” 
(I Peter, ii. 21). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) The story of the changed cross. 
(2) How we bring suffering upon ourselves. 


(3) Correct altitude towards suffering. 
(4) How God permits suffering. 
(5) Benefits derived from suffering. 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





We have a poem called “The Changed 
Cross.” It represents one who thought 
that her cross was surely heavier than 
any of her neighbors, and wished she 
could choose another in the place of her 
own. While asleep, she had a dream, 
and saw herself led to a place where 
many crosses lay—crosses of many 
shapes and sizes. She observed one 
most beautiful to behold, set in jewels 
and gold. “Ah, this | can wear with 
comfort,” she said to herself. But as 
she took it up, her weak form shook 
beneath its weight. The jewels and the 
gold were beautiful to behold, but they 
were far too heavy for her. 

Next she observed a lovely cross with 
beautiful flowers entwined around its 
sculptured — form. “Surely,” — she 
thought, “that is the one for me.” But 
as she lifted it she found, beneath the 
flowers, piercing thorns which pene- 
trated into her flesh. Finally, she came 
to a plain cross, without jewels, without 
any carving, but only a few words of 
love inscribed upon it. This one she 
took up and it suited her the best of all; 
it was the easiest to carry. And as she 
looked upon it bathed in the radiance 
that fell from heaven, she recognized her 
own old cross, the one that best suited 
her, and the lightest for her to bear. 

The moral of this story is clear to us 
all, namely, we do not know how heavy 
other people’s crosses are, and by com- 
parison we shall find that no other cross 
suits us as well as our own. 

MYSTERY OF SUFFERING 

Still, as we look around us, we are 
bewildered by the amount of suffering 
there is in the world to-day. Never in 
the history of the human race was there 
such widespread or universal suffering 
in one form or another all over the 
world. And all this in spite of the 
many organizations dedicated to the 
elimination of human suffering. Much 
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money, food and clothing, medicine and 
so forth are gathered yearly to help the 
needy. We have heard great statesmen 
urging patriotic citizens to go to war in 
order to end all wars. We have heard 
leaders of nations prociaim the four 
freedoms for the whole world—namely, 
freedom from fear, freedom from want, 
freedom of speech, and freedom of 
religion. Yet, peace without suffering 
seems to evade the possibility of attain- 
ment. We are still looking for the one 
great leader who will solve the mystery 
of human suffering. 
CAUSES OF SUFFERING 

You, too, would like to have the cor- 
rect answer from a Christian point of 
view. Have we a_ solution for the 
crosses we must bear? Here is how a 
father pictured a cross to his child. A 
cross is composed of two pieces of wood. 
The shorter piece represents your will, 
and the longer one God’s will. Lay the 
two pieces side by side, and there is no 
cross; but lay the shorter piece across 
the longer, and you have a cross. Now, 
whenever our will falls across God's 
will, there is a cross in our life. We 
make a cross for ourselves every time 
we do not accept Christ’s way; every 
time we murmur at anything He sends; 
every time we will not do what He com- 
mands. But when we quietly accept 
what He gives, when we yield in sweet 
acquiescence to His will even though it 
shatters our fairest hopes, when we let 
our will lie alongside His, there are no 
crosses in our life; and we have found 
the peace of Christ. 

Note the closing words, namely, 
“peace of Christ” —not man’s peace, but 
God's peace. Barbara Ward, an editor 
of the Economist of London, said in the 
course of a lecture recently in New York 
that there can be no cure for the evils of 
the world until we realize the “Primacy 
of the Spiritual.” The latter is a phrase 
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made familiar by Jacques Maritain—a 
convert to the faith, a philosopher and 
somewhat of a mystic. But Miss 
Ward is known to the world as primarily 
an expert in finance, statistics, and other 
related matters pertaining to the ma- 
terial welfare of nations. 

CORRECT ATTITUDE TOWARDS 

SUFFERING 

In other words, the correct answer is 
this: the problem of pain and suffering 
can never be solved from a mere natural, 
financial or economic point of view. 
For, as the world is now constituted, 
we must, as Barbara Ward indicates, 
seek a spiritual approach. We must 
view pain and suffering as part of the 
divine plan as long as people live to- 
gether on this earth. And if we go far 
enough back inte the history of man- 
kind, we shall find that something went 
wrong in the Garden of Eden when our 
representatives of the human race ques- 
tioned God’s will, and set their own wills 
against God’s. Yes, ever since the 
blight of original sin marred the spiritual 
beauty of the human soul, the earth has 
produced thorns and thistles, pain and 
suffering of body and of mind, as a 
constant reminder that this world alone 
will never satisfy the aspirations of the 
human mind or soul; that every human 
creature born into this world is not here 
for the comforts of this world alone, 
but his ultimate destiny is far above the 
stars. In other words, heaven is our 
final goal. 


HOW GOD PERMITS SUFFERING 


In this divine plan we cannot ascribe 
every pain and suffering to sin. The 
opening words of to-day’s Epistle indi- 
cate that, for we read: “‘Christ suffered 
for us, leaving you an example that you 
may follow in His steps: who did no 
sin, neither was deceit found in His 


mouth.’ Christ suffered, and who will 
deny it? Yet, He did not sin. His 
Blessed Mother, the Virgin Mary, was 
proclaimed free from sin by an Angel of 
God; yet, we know her as the “Mother 
of Sorrows.”’ Untold numbers of holy 
people down through the centuries have 
suffered very much, millions being sacri- 
ficed in martyrdom. Even in our own 
times we find millions driven from their 
homes and members of families sepa- 
rated, never again to be reunited. Other 
thousands are languishing in prisons and 
concentration camps, suffering hunger 
and want for no other reason than that 
they wish to worship their God and 
Maker as their conscience dictates and 
live in peace. 


BENEFITS DERIVED FROM SUCH 

SUFFERING 

How can we explain all this? Where 
is the final solution? My friends, the 
correct answer was already pointed out 
to us in early childhood. You need but 
turn back to the first page of your little 
catechism, and there you will find the 
question: “Why did God make you?” 
And from the same source the whole 
world must be taught that all of us 
must give first place in our considera- 
tions to the spiritual over the temporal, 
morality before politics, eternal security 
above diplomacy, financial security and 
social welfare. All nations must come 
to recognize their Saviour as the Good 
Shepherd who has promised that He 
would gather His flock and shield them 
from harm. How tenderly He speaks 
of Himself in to-day’s Gospel! “IT know 
Mine, and Mine know Me,” He tells us. 
He knows our needs and promises to 
provide for all our wants. He almost 
seems to plead with us for recognition as 
the Light of the world, the God of peace 
and of love. Let us recognize Him as 
such. Then, peace be to you. Amen. 
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Third Sunday after Easter 


Good Example in Times of Distress 


“Behave yourselves honorably among the pagans that . . . they may, through observing vou, 
glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Peter, ii. 12). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) We must preach as we walk. 
(2) Days of visitation are with us. 
(3) Christian fortitude under stress. 
(4) To-day’s Liturgy ts a guide for all. 
(5) The reward that follows is great. 


Many of the best sermons preached 
are sermons without words. It is said 
that St. Francis of Assisi one day in- 
vited a young monk to accompany him, 
saying: “Brother, let us go down into 
the town to-day and preach.” The 
venerable Father Francis and the young 
man went forth, conversing as_ they 
walked. Along the principal streets, 
through the lowly alleys, to the out- 
skirts of the town, and to the village 
beyond, they wound their way, return- 
ing at length to the monastery gate. 

In astonishment, the young monk 
spoke up and said: “Father, when shall 
we begin to preach?” 

“My child,” replied Francis, looking 
kindly at the young man, “‘we have been 
preaching all the while; we were preach- 
ing while we were walking. We have 
been seen and looked at; our behavior 
has been remarked; and so we have de- 
livered a morning sermon. Ah, my 
son,”’ continued the saintly man, “‘it is 
of no use that we walk anywhere to 
preach, unless we preach as we walk.” 

My friends, if ever there was a time, if 
most certainly is now when every good 
Christian should preach as he walks. 
Our bewildered neighbors, looking for 
guidance, observe us as never before. 
Therefore, St. Peter, the head of the 
A postles and first Pope, tellsusinto-day’s 
Kpistle: “Behave yourselves honorably 


among the pagans that...they may, 
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through observing you, by reason of 


your good works glorify God in the day 
of visitation.” 

People everywhere are bewildered, 
wondering whither we are drifting. 
Very many, not of our faith, somehow 
feel that we have something to sustain us 
that they do not now possess. That is 
why, without our knowing it, they are 
observing us closely, and are looking to 
us for leadership. That is why many 
converts will tell you that it was not some 
good sermon that they heard, or some 
good book on religion that they read, 
but some good neighbor that prompted 
them to investigate and embrace the 
faith. They observe their Catholic 
neighbor in everyday life, rubbing 
shoulder to shoulder, bearing similar 
sufferings and cares as their own, but 
bearing all with a patience and fortitude 
that only a good Christian seems to 
possess. And having embraced the 
faith, they tell you about the joy they 
experience even amidst the travails of 
modern life. Thus, in their own quiet 
way, like the good St. Francis and his 
young companion, ordinary good people 
in the world go about preaching to 
others as they walk. 

POWER OF CHRISTIAN FORTITUDE 

UNDER STRESS EXEMPLIFIED 

The story of the old sea captain is 
well to the point. He had travelled the 
high sea for many years, and was known 
to untold numbers of sailors who had 
served under him. Ele was known as a 
tough old salt—one who quickly ex- 
pressed his indifference towards all 
religion, and his disbelief in any here- 
after or another world) beyond the 
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reaches of the high seas. But one day 
he returned to his ship a changed man. 
It was rumored about that he had even 
become a convert to the Catholic faith. 
His crew wondered how such a tough old 
salt could humble himself enough to sub- 
mit to all the exacting requirements of 
the Catholic faith. Here was his reply: 
“Well, boys, you have known me as a 
pretty tough sailor for many a day; and 
you wonder what brought about the 
change. Here is the story in brief: it 
was all due to the good example of my 
saintly wife back home. Every time I 
returned from a distant voyage I ob- 
served how much she suffered and 
endured during my frequent and long ab- 
sence. She grew instature, as saw how 
nobly and with what Christian fortitude 
she bore with me and on account of me. 
Then | said to myself: any religion that 
can produce such saints in the human 
flesh is a religion good enough for me. 
And here [| am, a converted Christian 
and Catholic.” 

In like manner, it is said of Cardinal 
Mindszenty since his fake trial and 
imprisonment, that millions all over the 
world are turning more to religion than 
ever before. The cardinal’s fortitude 
with which he faced the persecutors, the 
sufferings and abuses he has endured in 
defense of his faith and for his people, 
and the manner in which he is now 
enduring his imprisonment and martyr- 
dom, has startled the whole world. 

These are but examples of what 
millions of others are doing and can do 
ina lesser degree. And we should do no 
less: for to us also are addressed the 
words in to-day’s Epistle, advising us to 
behave “honorably among the pagans 
that, whereas they slander you as evil- 
doers, they may, through observing you, 
by reason of your good works glorify 
(rod in the day of visitation.” Like the 
Saviour Himself, His followers will fre- 
quently be misunderstood, abused, and 


called upon to suffer with Him. But 
amidst it all, He tells us, we should be 
glad and rejoice, for our joy will be very 
great at the end. 

And let us not be discouraged. Re- 
member this: sorrow was blessed by 
Christ; sadness never was. Jesus is 
often spoken of as a “*Man of Sorrows,” 
and yet joy radiated from His eyes when 
He spoke. He is also known as the 
“God of Joy,” for when the Angels an- 
nounced His coming to the shepherds, 
they sang: ““Behold, I bring you good 
tiding of great joy” (Luke, ii. 10). His 
Blessed Mother Mary is spoken of as the 
“Mother of Sorrows,” yet she is also 
known as the “Queen of Joy’ and the 
“Cause of Our Joy.”” What made St. 
Thomas More joke about his beard in 
the shadow of the executioner’s ax? 
Why was St. Francis of Assisi so joyful 
that his intimates called him ‘Brother 
Ever-Glad,” and others spoke of him as 
“the happiest man who ever lived”? 
His motto was: “Accept sorrow and 
suffering with joy, but leave sadness to 
the devil and his disciples.” 


EVERLASTING JOY THE REWARD 


With every suffering a Christian 
bears with joy and fortitude there is 
always a positive ray of hope. For we 
have the promise of the Saviour, as 
recorded in to-day’s Gospel, saying: 
“Your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” 
Even now, amidst sorrow, a foretaste of 
this promised joy comes to us through 
the Sacrament of Christ’s love in Holy 
Communion— ‘the life-giving food to 
our souls and a life-saving help to our 
bodies,’ as we pray in the final prayer 
of the Mass this morning. Thus forti- 
fied by the Lord, we should face every 
trial and crisis courageously, always 
remembering the Saviour’s unqualified 
assurance: “I will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
one shall take from you.” Amen. 
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The Genesis of the Roman 
Catechism 


By PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


“The authority of this Catechism has always been of the greatest in the 
Church, because it was composed by the command of the Council of Trent, 
because its authors were men of highest learning, and because it was ap- 
proved only after the severest scrutiny by Popes Pius V and Gregory XIII, 
and has been recommended in nearly all the Councils that have been held 

since the Council of Trent” (Salmanticenses, Cursus, ix, p. 684). 


, CATECHISM of the Council of 
Trent is the result of many years of 
A great number of 


planning and study. 
catechisms appeared in the early dec- 
ades of the sixteenth century in an 
effort to counteract the baneful influ- 
ences of those proceeding from heresy. 
The defenders of the faith were deter- 
mined to leave nothing undone to stem 
the tide of error that was sweeping over 
Christendom. 
of these manuals of Christian doctrine, 
the Fathers assembled at Trent on 
December 13, 1545, saw the need of a 
uniform and comprehensive manual that 


Excellent as were many 


would serve parish priests as an official 
book of instruction for the faithful. 
They ordered the preparation of the 
work that was to be completed only 
after the Fathers had dispersed from 
Trent. 

The difficulties of convening and con- 
tinuing the successive sessions of the 
Council is well known to historians. 
We are not surprised that the matter of 
the Catechism received no formal atten- 
tion until the fourth session on April 5, 
1546. The Fathers proposed in a decree 
that there be published in Latin and in 
the vernacular a catechism to be com- 
piled by capable persons, for children 
and uninstructed adults, “who are in 
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need of milk rather than solid food.” 
The Council intended 
Catechism to be the Church's official 
manual of popular instruction, a manual 
that would afford instruction for begin- 


the projected 


ners in the primary duties of a Christian 
life and prepare them for further and 
higher religious education. \lore press- 
ing matters occupied the assembly and, 
though everybody approved the idea of 
the Catechism, it was not to receive 
direct’ attention until sixteen 
later, in 1562. 
appointed a commission on February 26, 
1562. 
Borromeo, we are told, brought this 
action. We know that the Catechism 
was under way early in January, 1563. 
“Pius [IV entrusted the composition of 
the Catechism to four distinguished 


years 
The eighteenth session 


The influence of the great Charles 


theologians: = Archbishops Leonardo 
Marino of Lanciano and Muzio Calini 
of Zara, Egidio Foscarini, Bishop of 
Modena, and 
Dominican. 


Francisco Fureiro, a 


Portuguese Three — car- 
dinals were appointed to supervise the 
work. St. Charles Borromeo superin- 
tended the redaction of 
Italian which, thanks to his 
exertions, was finished in 1564. 


dinal William Sirletus then gave it the 


the original 
text, 
Car- 


final touches, and the famous human- 
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ists, Julius Pogianus and Paulus Man- 
utius, translated it into classical Latin. 
It was then published in Latin and 
Italian as ‘Catechismus ex decreto 
Concilii Tridentini ad 
\ jussu editus, Romae, 1566’ (in-folio)”’ 
(“Catholic Encyclopedia,” XIII, 121). 


parochos  Pii 


MODIFICATION OF ORIGINAL 

PLAN OF CATECHISM 

The Fathers had proceeded with 
great deliberation, and had seemingly 
given their undivided attention to the 
preparation of the Catechism from the 
time it was brought before them on 
September L1, 1563, during the twenty- 
foiuth session of the Council. Their 


deliberations resulted in a change of 


plan. The Catechism was first pro- 
posed as a manual for children and unin- 
structed adults, but it now became a 
much more extensive and more thorough 
work to be used by parish priests in 
their instruction of the faithful. The 
seventh canon of the twenty-fourth ses- 
sion charged all the bishops to see that 
their parish priests make use for their 
explanations, where necessary and con- 
venient, of the vernacular tongue, and 
conform to the form to be prescribed by 
the Holy Synod in its instructions (cafe- 
chesis) for the several Sacraments. The 
bishops were further charged to have 
these instructions carefully translated 
into the vulgar tongue and explained by 
all parish priests to their flocks. 

At the close of the Council the Holy 
lather took charge of the work in 
progress, and St. Charles Borromeo be- 
came president of the Catechism com- 
mittee. Some of the greatest masters 
of the Latin tongue brought the literary 
style of the Catechism into accord with 
the sublimity ofits doctrine. St. Charles 
called for a second literary revision 
of the entire work and brought it to 
completion in July, 1566. This great 
work-—variously known as the “Cate- 
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chism of the Council of Trent,” the “Cat- 
echism for Parish Priests,” the “Roman 
Catechism,” or the “Catechism of 
Pius V’—finally appeared about the 
close of 1566. 


AIMS AS DEFINED IN 
INTRODUCTION 


The first point taken up in the Intro- 
duction to the Catechism is the neces- 


sity of religious instruction. “‘But, as 


faith cometh by hearing, it is clear how 


necessary at all times for the attain- 
ment of eternal salvation has been the 
labor and faithful ministry of an author- 
ized teacher; for it is written, how shall 
they hear, without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach unless they be sent?” 
(“Catechism of the Council of Trent,” 
by McHugh-Callan, Wagner, New 
York City, p. 2). The Catechism next 
refers to the special need existing “‘in 
these our days, to labor with more than 
ordinary zeal and piety, to nourish and 
strengthen the faithful with sound and 
wholesome doctrine as with the food of 
life.’ A footnote, in the MeceHugh- 
Callan edition, calls the reader’s atten- 
tion to the fact that the heretics of the 
religious upheaval of the sixteenth 
century were disseminating their errors 
far and wide, not only by the spoken 
word, but also by means of catechisms 
and pamphlets, and the text of the 
Catechism speaks of “innumerable 
smaller books (of the heretics), which, 
veiling their errors under the semblance 
of piety, deceived with incredible facility 
the unsuspecting minds of 
folk.” The Fathers of Trent 
issued, “for the instruction of the faith- 
ful in the very rudiments of faith, a form 
and method to be followed in all churches 
by those to whom are lawfully entrusted 
the duties of pastor and_ teacher.” 
The publication of this work in no way 
detracts from the excellence of previous 
catechetical publications by great Chris- 
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tian writers distinguished for piety and 
learning. A footnote mentions the cat- 
echisms of Cardinal Thoresby (1357) 
and John de Burgo (1385), and tells us 
that Gerson’s “Opus Tripartitum’’ is 
regarded as the forerunner of the 
Catechism of the Council of Trent. The 
ideal of the Holy Synod was to establish 
one standard and prescribed form of 
propounding the dogmas of faith, and 
instructing Christians in all the duties 
of piety. Nor did the Council plan in 
its one volume to explain all the dogmas 
of Christianity with that minuteness 
of detail found in professional theological 
treatises. This manual had a different 
purpose. “Having undertaken to in- 
struct pastors and such as have care of 
souls in those things that belong peculi- 
arly to the pastoral office and are 
accommodated to the capacity of the 
faithful, the Council intended that such 
things only should be treated of as might 
assist the pious zeal of pastors in dis- 
charging the duty of instruction, should 
they not be very familiar with the more 
abstruse questions of theology” (Me- 
Hugh-Callan, op. cit., p. 5). 


CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION IN 

PRIMITIVE CHURCH 

Fathers Callan and McHugh, in the 
Introduction to their fine edition of the 
“Catechism of the Council of Trent,” 
prove that the common assertion of non- 
Catholic writers that Christian teachers 
utterly neglected catechisms and cate- 
chetical instruction prior to the religious 
upheaval of the sixteenth century, is pure 
fiction. In the primitive Church cate- 
chetics, or simple instructions in the 
fundamental principles of Christianity, 
were diligently imparted. Catechu- 
mens were obliged to learn by heart the 
Our Father and the Apostles’ Creed, and 
they received special instruction about 
the Commandments and the Sacraments 
they were eligible to receive. In the 
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fourth century appeared the Calechelical 
Oration of St. Gregory of Nyssa and St. 
Augustine’s De Calechizandis Rudidus 
for the guidance of catechists. Many 
early authorities testify to the fact that 
instruction was regularly given to all 
the faithful on Sundays, and at Jeru- 
salem in the first centuries many ser- 
mons were preached after the reading of 
the Gospel at Mass. We possess many 
homilies of this early period, one of 
which is the Second Epistle of Clement, 
written about a.p. 130. The writings 
of all the Fathers contain excellent 
sermons, treatises on the Christian life 
that exhort all to follow Christ. The 
mere mention of the names of Popes Leo 
the Great and Gregory the Great, St. 
Ambrose and St. Augustine in the 
West, and Sts. John Chrysostom, Greg- 
ory of Nazianzen, and Basil in the East, 
connote sacred oratory of a very high 
type. It is said of St. Augustine, the 
great theologian, that he delivered short 
colloquial instructions to his flock every 
Sunday and Feast Day. These are but 
a few of the famous names of the Patris- 
tic period, but they furnish evidence 
enough that the religious instruction of 
the people was not then commonly 
neglected. 


INSTRUCTION OF YOUNG IN 

MIDDLE AGES 

A cursory glance at the history of the 
Middle Ages, from the beginnins of the 
seventh to the sixteenth century, con- 
vinces the reader that there was no 
general neglect of proper instruction dur- 
ing that period. Many Councils com- 
manded priests to instruct their people 
in the doctrines of faith. In this they 


followed the lead of the Council of 
Vaison that had obliged the priests of 


Gaul to take boys into their households 
for instruction in religion. These 
priests’ schools, in Italy and in Gaul, 
were the prototype of the modern parish 
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We find 
schools prescribed by Councils of Eng- 
land, France, and Italy at an early date. 
Thus, the Council of Cloveshoe (749) pre- 
scribed parish England; 
Theodulf of Orleans did the same in 797, 
and the Council of Mayence in 813 called 


school. these early parish 


schools in 


upon parents to send their sons to the 
parish schools; and a Council held in 
Rome in 826 ordained episcopal and 
parish schools throughout Christendom. 
cathedral 
existed primarily for the preparation of 


These episcopal or schools 
those aspiring to offices in the Church, 
but pupils were also admitted. 
Notable among them was that of Notre 
The number of mo- 


lay 


Dame of Paris. 
nastic schools for youth grew apace with 
the rapid development of monasticism. 
The student body and the curriculum 
were comparable to those of the cathe- 
dral school. 
established to train boys for the singing 


Many of the song schools, 


parts of the church services, offered 
instruction also in religion, writing, read- 
ing, and the rudiments generally. The 
burgher schools of the free towns were 
frequently under the supervision of the 
bishop, and their teaching was_per- 
meated with religion. Chantry schools 
resulted from the willing of money for 
Masses, and the priest beneficiary was 
often required to teach the youth of the 
neighborhood. 

The crown of the educational scheme 
of the Middle Ages was the great uni- 
versities in which theology received 
equal attention with law and medicine. 
The Religious Orders gave themselves 
with fervor to the work of teaching, and 
they never lost sight of the primacy of 
religion in the educational process. 
From the sixth to the sixteenth century 
Scholasticism was the center of intellec- 
tual interest in Europe. In its most 
flourishing period the great St. Thomas 
Aquinas became the leader among a 
noted group of teachers. “He brought 
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the Scholastic writes 
Ueberweg, “to its highest stage of de- 
velopment, by effecting the most perfect 
accommodation that was possible of the 
Aristotelian philosphy to ecclesiastical 
orthodoxy” (“Catholic Encyclopedia, 
XIV,” 673). D. J. Kennedy tells us in 
the “Catholic Encyclopedia” in his 
article on Thomas Aquinas: “But the 
chief and special glory of Thomas, one 
which he has shared with none of the 
Catholic doctors, is that the Fathers of 
Trent made it part of the order of the 
conclave to lay upon the altar, together 
with the code of Sacred Scripture and 
the decrees of the Supreme Pontiffs, the 
Summa of Thomas Aquinas, whence 
to seek counsel, reason, and inspiration.” 
It is safe to assume that the work of the 
Angel of the Schools gave “counsel, 
reason, and inspiration” to the Cate- 
chism committee in charge of the Cate- 
chism of the Council of Trent. 

From the thirteenth century onward 
we with conciliary enactments 
which prescribe frequent exposition of 
Christian doctrine. Such enactments 
were made at Canterbury in 1281 and at 
York in 1466; at Béziers in 1246, at 
Albi in 1254, and at Lavour in 1368; at 
Gran in Hungary in 1114, at Gnesen in 
Poland in 1248, and at Treves in Ger- 
many in 1227. The great Mendicant 
Orders, expressly founded for the pur- 
pose of preaching, joined the diocesan 
priesthood in teaching the truths of faith 
to children throughout Christendom. 
Truly, “their voice was heard in all the 
earth.” 


philosophy,” 


meet 


MULTITUDE OF CATECHISMS 

BEFORE 1500 

Is it true that the religious upheaval 
of the sixteenth century gave us that 
little book of popular religious instruc- 
tion, arranged in the form of question 
and answer, which we call the catechism? 
Was there no catechism before 1528) 
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When we look at the record from the 
ninth century on, we find many cate- 
chisms in Latin and in the newly formed 
European tongues. The 
one medieval catechism would suffice 
to answer our questions. Let us take 
a ninth-century production, Disputalio 
Puerorum per Inlterrogationes et Respon- 
stones. We may add to this Notker’s 
book in old German, Ottfried’s in old 
German, and manuals by Dhuoda and 
Bruno of Wiirzburg. Of the catechisms 
appearing in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries we mention only the twelfth- 
century Elucidarius 
Autun, arranged in the form of questions 
and answers, and later translated into 
many modern languages; St. Thomas 
Aquinas’ explanations of the Lord’s 
Prayer, Hail Mary, the Creed, the Ten 
Commandments, and the Sacraments; 
the thirteenth-century Calechism of Friar 
Lawrence, or Royal Catechism, the popu- 
larity of which is attested by the fact 
that it was translated into French in 
1481. Cardinal Thoresby’s Layfolk’s 
Catechism (1357) in Latin and English is 
a fourteenth-century masterpiece. In 
the fifteenth century we find the works 
of Gerson, Matthew of Cracow, Mon- 
tanye, Brother Dederich, Lindauwe, 
and Savonarola. Noteworthy is a de- 
vice of printing portions of the catechism 
on separate tablets or sheets to be hung 
on the wall in order to facilitate the 
learning of religion. There was no 
dearth of catechisms before 1500, rather 
“an overabundance of material in the 
domain of catechetics.”’ 

Oral instruction by means of questions 
and answers, we read in the “‘Catholic 
Encyclopedia” (V, 76), has occupied a 
prominent place in the scholastic meth- 
ods of the moral and religious teachers 
of all countries and ages. The historian 
Janssen gives a complete refutation of 
the popular notion that the heretics of 
the sixteenth century were the first to 
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mention of 


of Honorius of 


revive catechetical instruction and to 
print catechisms. Calvin, who = au- 
thored a catechism, candidly admits that 
it was always the custom in the Church 
to instruct children in this way. The 
recent invention of printing enabled the 
heretics to set about publishing cate- 
chisms of their own in great profusion. 
Many of the Catholic clergy had grown 
quite neglectful of the sacred duty of 
instructing the young. Grisar tells us 
that in many parts of Germany in L517 
there was no regular, systematic religious 
instruction of the young by the clergy 
or in the schools. “The children were 
left to pick up what they could in the 
home or from the public sermons.” 
The activity of the heretics in this field 
stirred up and renewed the zeal of 
Catholics. The Catechism of the Coun- 
cil of Trent gave the clergy a manual of 
instruction, rather than a catechism in 
the ordinary sense of the word, to 
enable them to catechize those entrusted 
to their spiritual care. In the Preface, 
the Fathers of the Council tell us that 
they “deemed it of the utmost impor- 
tance that a work should appear, sanc- 
tioned by the authority of the Holy 
Synod, from which parish priests and all 
others on whom the duty of imparting 
instruction devolves may be able to seek 
and derive certain precepts for the 
edification of the faithful; that, as there 
is ‘one Lord one Faith,’ so also there may 
be one common rule and prescribed form 
of delivering the faith, and instructing 
the Christian people unto all the duties 
of piety.” 

The original manuscript of the Cate- 
chism is not extant. Many editions have 
appeared jn Latin since Paulus Manutius 
published his original Latin edition 
(Rome, 1566) at the command of Pope 
Pius V. This was followed at once by 
translations into German, Polish, 
French, and Italian. Vernacular edi- 
tions have been issued in all the principal 
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{uropean languages, and even in Arabic. 
The convert, John Bromley, brought out 
the first complete English version in 
1687. Ireland published several Eng- 
lish versions, the first in 1816, to be 
followed by a more accurate translation 
in 1829. A Maynooth professor, Jer- 
emy Donovan, issued an American 
edition in the same year, with a revision 
in two volumes by the Propaganda 
Press in 1839. Hagan’s edition in 1911, 
now unfortunately out of print, is 
superior to that of Buckley, an Anglican, 
in 1852. In 1920-21, Fathers Callan 
and McHugh published their Parochial 
Course of Doctrinal Inslructions based 
on the teachings of the Catechism, and 
in 1934 gave us a version of the Cate- 
chism in clear, dignified, modern English, 
with excellent notes and documentation. 

To some editions of the Catechism is 
prefixed a “Praxis Catechismi,”’ that is, 
a division of its contents into sermons 
for every Sunday of the year adapted to 
the Gospel of the day. There is no 
better sermonary. The Wagner edition 
makes use of this device, carefully pre- 
pared by the authors for the purpose 
of making the work serve the clergy of 
America in a very practical manner. In 
his immortal ‘Apologia’ Cardinal New- 
man writes: ‘““The Catechism of the 
Council of Trent was drawn up for the 
express purpose of providing preachers 
with subjects for their sermons; and, 
as my whole work has been a defense of 
myself, I may here say that I rarely 
preach a sermon but I go to this beauti- 
ful and complete Catechism to get both 
my matter and my doctrine.” 


LAUDED BY LATER POPES 


Prepared for the use of priests in their 
teaching, the Catechism has a stamp of 
authority upon it. The Council of 
Trent ordered it, and many sovereign 
pontiffs spoke of it in the highest terms. 
Pope Gregory XIII desired even books 








THE GENESIS OF THE ROMAN CATECHISM 


of Canon Law to be written in accord- 
ance with its contents. Pope Clement 
XIII declares that no other catechism 
can be compared to it, an official manual 
offered to pastors as a norm of Catholic 
teaching and discipline to effect uni- 
formity and harmony in the instructions 
of all. Pope Leo XIII selected the 
Catechism as one of two books which all 
seminarians should possess and con- 
stantly read and study; his other choice 
was the Summa of St. Thomas. 

“This work (the Roman Catechism),” 
writes Leo XIII, “‘is remarkable at once 
for the richness and exactness of its 
doctrine, and for the elegance of its 
style; it is a precious summary of all 
theology, both dogmatic and moral. 
He who understands it well, will have 
always at his service those aids by 
which a priest is enabled to preach with 
fruit, to acquit himself worthily of the 
important ministry of the confessional 
and of the direction of souls, and will be 
in a position to refute the objections of 
unbelievers.” 

In his Encyclical Acerbo Nimus (1905), 
Pope Pius X signified his desire that 
preachers should expound it to the 
faithful: ‘“The catechetical instruction 
(in addition to the usual homily on the 
Gospel which is delivered at the paro- 
chial Mass on Sundays and holydays) 
shall be based on the Catechism of the 
Council of Trent; and the matter is to 
be divided in such a way that in the 
space of four or five years, treatment will 
be given to the Apostles’ Creed, the 
Sacraments, the Ten Commandments, 
the Lord’s Prayer, and the Precepts of 
the Church.” 

The Roman Catechism is a vade- 
mecum for every priest and ecclesiastical 
student. To the preacher and the 
confessor it is a precious abridgement 
of dogmatic and moral theology; for 
the pastor and his flock it is a directory of 
the spiritual life. 


| 











Those 


LAITY LISTS 


You Have Been Looking For 


Are you getting your share of the millions of 
dollars which are contributed — by mail — to 
Catholic charities every year? Regular contri- 
butions like these would not only enable you to 
accomplish all the sooner some of the things 
you have been hoping to do, but would at the 
same time extend your sphere of influence. 


“Active” Catholics can 
Generous be depended upon to 


Contributions answer appeals for 
funds from any Catholic organization. Be- 
cause there are millions of Catholic men 
and women, it’s unlikely that your appeal 
would duplicate the same people who are 
being solicited by other organizations. No 
wonder these appeals bring such a healthy 
response in the form of contributions! 


Fresh and lists to the names of 


Accurate “active” Catholics. From 
two to five members in the same family are 
listed on our master cards, and every time a 
list is re-typed we list a different member; 
consequently no one is oversolicited and every 
list is bound to include the names of the 
“best” donors in each family. And since 
names with incorrect addresses are constantly 
being dropped and new ones added—you 
can be sure that your list would be fresh and 
accurate. 


We try to limit these 


Seven Classi- You can limit your mail- 

“ re ing audience to anyone 
fications of seven classifications, 
as follows: Catholic men and women—single 
women—married women—elderly people— 
executives—donors—wealthy widows. Natu- 
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Questions ANswerep 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 





Income Tax Racketeering? 


Question: As the income tax season 
will soon be upon us, I wish to bring 
up the old subject of Mass stipends. 
In a recent issue it was stated that, in 
accord with a ruling of the Superior 
Court in Pennsylvania, these stipends 
came under the ruling of gifts, and that 
therefore they would not be taxable. 
If no negative ruling has since been 
made, can I go by the Pennsylvania 
ruling and regard stipends as gifts? 
I know that many priests are anxious 
to get a clear answer to this problem. 

HoostERENSIS. 


Answer: For exact information on the 
whole question of exempted sacerdotal 
support in general including stole of- 
ferings and Mass stipends, the recent 
doctoral thesis by the Very Reverend 
Kenneth R. O’Brien, J.C.D., now in the 
Chancery Office of Los Angeles, should 
be consulted even for our own Civil 
Court decisions. The title of this truly 
historic thesis is, “The Nature of Sup- 
port of Diocesan Priests in the United 
States of America.” 


The Lady Is Fearing the Non- 
Existent 


Question: Mary, a __ prospective 
mother, wishes to undergo a Cesarian 
section to procure the birth of her 
child, when her sole reason for this 
choice is to avoid the pains and discom- 
fort of natural childbirth. Is this licit? 
Is this a case of sinful mutilatio? Is 
she obliged to undergo the natural 
process of birth? 

DousTING Priest. 


Answer: The question is an interest- 
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ing one, for it indicates that this pro- 
spective mother is living in knowledge of 
several generations ago. I am told by a 
leading physician and an expert in 
medical ethics that no reputable hospital 
will allow a Cesarian section without a 
consultation of the doctors to indicate 
that it is necessary. This is because a 
Cesarian operation is considered a 
major operation and should be per- 
formed only for a truly serious reason. 
Now, the evil this woman wishes to 
avoid is non-existent because the method 
of twilight sleep has been so perfected 
that it is used universally. So, it looks 
as if no reputable doctor would perform 
the Cesarian section in this case because 
there is no justifying cause, since twi- 
light sleep avoids the evil feared and 
does not in the least entail the danger 
of a major operation. 


Is Debt Outlawed 
in Conscience Too? 


Question: I would like to propose the 
following case for solution: Does an 
outlawed debt still require restitution? 
In this particular instance A contracted 
a debt of $100 with B about eight years 
ago. Meanwhile B has died. When 
B's estate was settled, apparently no 
effort was made by his heirs to collect 
the debt from A. At any rate, the debt 
is long since outlawed, and A wishes to 
know if he is still obliged to make 
restitution. 

CONSULTED PRIEST. 


Answer: It is quite the common doc- 
trine among theologians that an out- 
lawed debt not only prevents civil ac- 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





tion, but also cancels the debt itself un- 
less there is fraud on the part of the 
debtor. It is only another application of 
the principle of prescription; and the 
Church herself uses this in reference to 
acquiring a title to property or in libera- 
ting from obligation. The Church, how- 
ever, requires in the possession of prop- 
erty as a part of the natural law that 
the person entered into the possession in 
good faith and persevered in that good 
faith for the entire time of that  pre- 
scription. 

The civil prescription of debts hardly 
demands that the debtor be unaware of 
his indebtedness; since in this case the 
purpose of prescription would fail alto- 
gether. The most the State can demand 
is that the debtor does not use fraudu- 
lent means to circumvent the debt before 
the statutes of limitation intervene. 
And even this the State does not take 
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jurisdiction 


into account and hardly can since its 
extends to the external 
forum only; but the general principle of 
good faith seems to apply in so far as it 
can in a matter of mere debt. This 
would preclude the dishonest begging 
off of the debt by the debtor under the 
pretense that he was unable to pay it 
here and now, and with the intent of de- 
laying payment until he could plead the 
statutes of limitation. Finally, it would 
be interesting to know whether B’s 
heirs knew of the debt, and whether 
there was a time clause agreement in 
the loan. 

On the face of the case you present, 
there seems to be no obligation in justice 
to pay the outlawed debt; but there 
would assuredly seem to be some obli- 
in charity for the debtor to 
have Masses said at his convenience 
for the repose of the creditor and for 
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spiritual and temporal blessings on his 
heirs. [ wouldn’t say, though, that this 
obligation is grave. However, Christian 
gratitude calls for something like a 
gesture at least of helpfulness towards a 
benefactor and his heirs. 

Truly the law of prescription pre- 
vents all sorts of injustices, and at the 
same time it makes creditors alert in 
collecting their debts within a reason- 
able period of years. Material harm is 
done by the law of prescription; so also 
is material harm done by the law of 
bankruptcy. Still, the common good is 
promoted to a much greater extent than 
private rights are interfered with. 


The Pastor Is Right 


Question: A few weeks ago a general 
practitioner at the hospital posed this 
question tome. He had been requested 
by a non-Catholic obstetrician to assist 





him later on during the day as anes- 
thetist at a delivery during the course of 
which sterilization was to be procured 
by tying off the tubes. There was no 
question here of diseased tubes; it was 
a simple case of sterilization to prevent 
further conception after the normal 
delivery of the baby. The doctor in 
question was not a professional anes- 
thetist employed as such by the hospital; 
there was no question here of any com- 
pulsion, nor of serious financial 'oss, etc. 
He was being requested to assist as 
anesthetist at a delivery during the 
course of which sterilization was to be 
sinfully accomplished. 

I informed him that under the cir- 
cumstances he could have no part in it, 
since this would constitute participation 
and codperation in an illicit operation, 
because of the scandal involved. There 
is not the slightest doubt in my mind 
that my decision could be challenged. 
Later I heard that my solution was 
challenged by an alleged expert in 
medical ethics. TROUBLED Pastor. 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





Answer: There is confusion in the 
case you mention; and the confusion 
consists in supposing that, if the act of 
codperation is not sinful in itself, the co- 
operation necessarily becomes material 
and not formal codperation. Accord- 
ing to that construction of things, a 
Catholic hospital can allow a_non- 
Catholic doctor who brings his patients 
for the most part to the Catholic hospital 
to perform an operation of sterilization 
as a contraceptive means. For in that 
instance the use of the hospital and the 
operating room would be only material 
codperation, because the help afforded 
did not touch the operation itself and 
was indifferent, and for that reason 
could be used for any operation of an un- 
lawful nature that a physician wanted to 
undertake. But the Catholic Hospital 
Association certainly will not permit 
even its nurses, much less its operating 






room, to codperate in an unlawful 
sterilization. And I heard of a physician 
lately who was a patron of a Catholic 
hospital and who intended to sterilize 
after performing a Cesarian operation. 
When he realized that he intended to do 
this in a Catholic hospital, he desisted 
immediately, although the patient was 
already under an anesthetic; then the 
next day he removed the patient to 
another hospital. For a Catholic hospi- 
tal to allow any such operation would be 
formal codperation. 

It is much the same when a Catholic 
physician volunteers to act as an anes- 
thetist in an unlawful sterilization, or 
does so at the request of a non-Catholic 
colleague. The Catholic doctor is bound 
under the circumstances to proclaim 
Catholic morality. It would be different 
if the same Catholic doctor were an in- 
terne in a non-Catholic hospital, and 
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to the recurring question of “‘Low Masses, it will be assumed that the Hi 
Masses or High Masses.” It seems testator wishes High Masses so they its 
to be the custom in this parish that the will be said in the parish.” is 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





Do the above two notices justify my 
offering High Masses for most of the 
money thus turned in? For example, 
out of a recent amount of $100 I sent 
$30 away for Gregorian Masses and set 
aside $10.00 for ten Low Masses and 
$60 for twelve High Masses. 

Certus Ev AMPLIUS, 

Answer: The notice that you are run- 
ning from time to time for a while in 
your parish bulletin will certainly re- 
move any room for argument as to what 
the intention of the givers of these Mass 
offerings are or of the bereaved families 
receiving them. Some might 
that, during the period before the pub- 
notices, it would have 
used half of the of- 
ferings in a given case for Low Masses to 
be sent and the other half for 
High Masses to be sung in the parish 
itself. Yet, while safer, 
is hardly required, for the thirty Gre- 


suggest 


lication of these 
been safer to have 


away 
this suggestion, 


gorian Masses can be considered to- 
gether with the ten Low Masses some- 
thing like half of the offerings. In fact, I 
think that the ordinary offerers would 
think that a very good division; for it 
seems to permit about as many High 
Masses to be said in the parish as pos- 
sible, and takes care of what could be 
the intention of some of the persons 
making the offerings, although, these, I 


feel sure, 
the offerers. 


would not constitute half of 


The expedient you are using is just 


the thing 


needed to silence adverse 


criticism and to establish the practice of 
considering these offerings as within the 
determination of the bereaved families, 
a thing that I feel that the circumstances 


themselves point to. 


But the publicity 


will remove any and all grounds for 
quibbling. And eventually the thing 


will be done in each place by the given 
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THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





bereaved family that is best for the de- 
parted soul and for the consolation of the 
living relatives. 


Is Restitution Due Here? 


Question: An office employee in a 
business firm works for almost two years. 
The said person has a secret reason for 
leaving and leaving immediately. After 
a year this person finds himself in finan- 
cial difficulty and approaches the former 
employer to hire him for a week and then 
lay him off so he can collect his social 
security. The employer agrees, and the 
employee proceeds to take the pay- 
ments. The same employee had been 
told that he couldn’t collect anything, 
because the first time he left of his own 
accord and was not told to leave. That 
is why he had the employer take him 
back for a week. How does this case 
square with justice? What about resti- 
tution? 

Curtosus. 


Answer: It may not square with legal 
justice; but it does not follow that it is 
against commutative justice. There is a 
very probable opinion that modern 
taxation belongs to penal legislation, and 
as such does not bind in conscience. 
Accidently the violations may be wrong 
on many scores. An action which is 
seriously sinful against legal justice does 
not carry the obligation of restitution; 
it is only for acts against commutative 
justice that restitution is to be imposed. 

But in this case there seems to be no 
substantial or real violation of the law, 
only a literal violation. If the embar- 
rassed employee had in the first instance 
taken counsel, he could have brought 
about what he eventually did without 
any technical violation of the law. Of 
course, there being no violation of com- 
mutative justice, there is no obligation 
to restitution. 


**Et Spiritus Sanctus?’’ 


Queslion: If, owing to excitement, a 
baptizing priest said in the baptismal 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





formula at the end “et Spiritus Sanctus” 
instead of “‘et Spiritus Sancti,” is there 
any doubt about the validity of the bap- 
tism? This priest was paying so much 
attention to the pouring of the water 
that about the middle of the baptismal 
formula he ceased to advert to the 
words, and he feels that he said “‘Sanc- 
tus” instead of “Sancti,” although he is 
sure that he said Spiritus. 

ILLius Amicus. 


Answer: Accidental errors in the 
forms of baptism and the Holy Eucharist 
do not at all make doubtful the adminis- 
tration of a Sacrament. All sorts of 
people are intelligible to their fellow 
mortals when they violate case and tense 
as well as spelling. So, if a sacramental 
formula, as uttered, clearly indicates 
the literally correct form (in other words, 
if the form used is humanly correct), the 
Sacrament is validly confected. In one 
of the sources of the Code there is an 
answer by the Holy Office that a formula 
used by a native Christian in baptizing 
was valid, although a person would 
have to read through the formula a 
second time to see that it was a very 
imperfect version of the Latin baptismal 
formula. 


A Much Mixed-Up Installation 


Question: A priest is deputed to in- 
stall a newly appointed pastor. The let- 
ter commissioning the pastor to install 
was lost, but the installing pastor went 
ahead with the installation ceremonies. 
The announcement of the appointment 
had been made publicly. Afterwards 
the newly installed pastor wondered if 
he could validly assist at a marriage 
that had been announced by his prede- 
cessor and already fixed for a given day. 
Was the pastor validly installed? If 
not, did he validly assist at the mar- 
riage? 


OBSERVANS. 


Answer: There can be no doubt about 
the validity of this installation. The 
appointment of the pastor was already 
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public by announcement, and the letter 
of installing in the original wasn’t at all 
necessary for valid installation. In 
fact, the law provides that the bishop in 
his letter of appointment can dispense 
from the ceremony of installation, and 
tell the priest to take over as pastor on a 
given day. And from that day on he is 
pastor. In the case at hand, no doubt, 
the priest had been made administrator 
in his letter of appointment; therefore, 
he could validly assist at the marriage. 
But even admitting that the installation 
was not valid, the priest still had a 
“colored” title to the parish; and there- 
fore, all of his acts were valid that re- 
quired parochial title. 


Mormon Baptisms 


Question: Where can I find informa- 
tion concerning the validity or invalidity 
of Mormon baptisms? I have not been 
able even to find out what form they 
use? 

SouTHwesr Priest. 


Answer: I suggest that you send ten 
cents in stamps to the Census Bureau 
for a pamphlet on the Mormons or the 
Latter Day Saints, of Salt Lake City, 
and you will get an outline of their doc- 
trine. 


Write Out or Just Sign? 


Question: Do students up for Major 
Orders have to write out in long-hand 
the oath of freedom prescribed for each 
of the Major Orders, or does it suffice 
for them to take this oath and merely 
sign it, as is done with all other oaths, as 
also the Profession of Faith? It is true 
that in the body of the Decree we read 
“scribere debebit sua manu declara- 
tionem.”” However, the heading of the 
oath reads “Declaratio propria manu 
subscribenda, etc.” Furthermore, in the 
body of the Instruction of the S. C. of 
Religious, which prescribes the same 
oath for Religious, we read “manu 
propria candidati subscriplam. a 
Would it not seem, therefore, from the 
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tenor of these Decrees, and the fact that 
in the case of all other oaths it suffices to 
sign the prescribed declaration, that the 
taking and signing of the oath of free- 
dom would suffice without the necessity 
of copying the oath in one’s own hand? 
SEMINARY REcTor. 


Answer: The oath of freedom before 
the Major Orders must be written out in 
long hand by the candidate and then 
subscribed and sworn to. Any other 
interpretation would render the express 
words of the lawgiver nugatory. The 
purpose seems very plain; and that pur- 
pose is to exclude any pleading in the 
future as to non-realization of the force 
of the oath. There is 
parallel with candidates in Religious 
for 


not an exact 


institutes Major Orders, because 
they have already taken their final vows, 
to say nothing of having gone through 
their novitiate- 
the Decree extended to Religious is in 
general terms, the same thing would be 
presumed for the Religious oath. 


Is This an Unfair Interpreta- 
tion of Mass Offerings? 


Question: In our diocese the custom 
seems to be increasing for priests to 
“bunch” the stipends received on the 
occasion of a death and say Tligh 
Masses. The stipend in our diocese for 
a Low Mass is one dollar; it is five dol- 
lars for a High Mass. As an example, a 
man came to a neighboring pastor this 
past week with Mass cards, “spiritual 
bouquet cards” (after a “wake’’) and 
forth-seven dollars. The pastor said: 
“We will have nine High Masses and 
two Low Masses.” 

These priests justify the practice as 
follows. The donors of these Mass 
cards fill them out and leave the money 
merely to honor and console the family 
of the deceased. They don’t care them- 
selves how many Masses are offered; 
and so, if the dead man’s family are 
satisfied to have High Masses offered 
instead of Low, there is no harm in doing 
it. In that way the obligation can be 
satisfied more quickly. 


although, if the text of 




















No change of plane 
when you fly KLM’s 


HOLY YEAR 


“Crusader” 


A through 
Constellation... 


DeLuxe Service 
NEW YORK TO 


During Holy Year, KLM offers 
the ultimate in fast, luxurious air 
travel to Rome. The beautifully 
appointed CRUSADER Constel- 
lations fly you all the way ...an 
extra de luxe service at no extra 
cost. European stopovers arranged 
to visit other shrines. 

SPECIAL 15-DAY 


ROUND TRIP FARE $485.*° 


(Until March 16th) 





In recognition of the increasing 
use of its world-wide facilities by 
members of the Catholic Clergy, 
KLM provides portable altars for 
celebration of Holy Mass. 


SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT or 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, 572 
Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N.Y. 
LL.Uxemburg 2-4000. Other KLM 
offices in Miami, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Wash- 
ington, Boston and Montreal. 
















©) 
WORLD'S —_— 
FIRST 
AIRLINE 
1919-—1950 


ROYAL DUTCH 
AIRLINES 


ere 


575 








SINCE 1874 


} 






Craftsmanship 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


By “Tiffin” 


Sketches and Estimates on request 
High quality Kneeler Cushions 


The Tiffin Manufacturing Co. 
P. O. Box 425 Tiffin 17, Ohio 


“Yard hoy” 
INCINERATOR 


Quickly, safely, reduces to fine ash all burn- 
able trash—paper, leaves, rage, garbage. No 
mess, no sparks. Endorsed by institutions, 
private users and Fire Prevention Bureaus 
from coast to coast. 
Lights at top, burns 
down. No extra fuel 
required. Made of 
weather-proof porce- 
lain enameled iron. 
Write for descriptive 
circular. 


Prices: F.O.B. New York 
No. 1—1 4 bush., wght. 
70 Ibs. 
$32.00 
No. 3—3 bush., waht. 
100 Ibs. 
$44.00 
No. 6—6 bush. waht. 
150 Ibs. 


$75.00 ‘= 


J. W. FISKE IRON WORKS 


Established 1858 


78 PARK PLACE, DEPT. 9, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
Specialists in Ornamental Work 




















576 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





I know of one priest whose policy is a 
modification of the above. If the donors 
of the stipends are Catholics, he offers 
as many Low Masses as he has received 
dollars, but, if they are non-Catholics, 
as frequently happens at a “wake,” he 
figures that they surely wouldn’t know 
the difference between a Low Mass and 
a High Mass and wouldn’t care if they 
did. 


Now all this seems to me to violate 


‘Canon 828. Of course, it is clear that if 


the donors of the stipends are willing to 
have them “bunched”’ into High Mass 
stipends, there would be no difficulty. 
But is the priest justified in doing this 
on the authority of the dead man’s rela- 
tives, and without consulting the indi- 
vidual donors of the one-dollar stipends? 

INQUIRING Pastor. 

Answer: Let me begin by citing 
another priest on this same point, who 
had been in the habit of arranging to 
have some of the requested Masses 
rather Masses requested by friends at 
the undertaking parlor or at the home— 
said in the manner you mention. He 
has put a notice in his parish bulletin to 
the effect that Mass offerings of $1 given 
under these circumstances will be pre- 
sumed to be left to the discretion of the 
bereaved family: for example, to have 
as many Sung Masses offered as the 
amount will allow, with the odd offer- 
ings going for Low Masses. He also 
puts in a notice to the effect that Masses 
left by will shall be understood as left for 
Sung Masses, unless the contrary is ex- 
pressed in the will. This method, I 
think, is most equitable. 

I think further that, where the Mass 
offerings are given to the relatives with- 
out specifications, these offerings can be 
presumed as intended for the kind of 
Masses the relatives desire; for if the 
donors were intent on having a single 
Mass offered for the $1 donation (or two 
or three Masses or more according to 
the amount), they would naturally make 
this arrangement with the priest and 





| then send in a card to that effect, or 
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leave a card to that effect at the wake. 
If this is not done, I think that the only 
fair interpretation is to presume that 
the givers are making a sort of Mass 
present to the relatives, as in the past 
friends were in the habit of making a 
donation of flowers. Then this also is to 
be taken into account; that it is desira- 


ble that Masses be said in the parish of 


the deceased and announced. 

Admittedly, if the person making the 
offering comes to the priest and says 
“here is a Mass offering of $1 for Mr. 
Bryan Boro,” no pastor could dare pool 
this with other such offerings without 
asking the express permission of each 
donor. 


Why the Sunday Prayer? 


Question: During the recent octave 
of the feast of All Saints, the Ordo called 
for the prayer of the previous Sunday. 
What is the reason for this? This 


prayer was already said in a commemo- 
ration on the previous Sunday (Feast of 
Christ the King). 

PERPLEXUS 


Answer: This procedure is termed 
“Resuming the Sunday.” The process 
is described in the first chapter of the 
Additiones et Variationes of the Missal. 
If a Sunday is impeded by a feast, its 
Mass is resumed on the first free day of 
the week. If no such day occurs, the 
rubrics of the Additiones et Variationes 
give the preference of feast days on 
which this is to be done. In these 
resumed Sundays private Masses may be 
said either of the Office of the day, with 
a commemoration of the Sunday, or of 
the Sunday with a commemoration of 
the Office of the day. It should be re- 
marked here that on these days Low 
Requiem or Votive Masses are not al- 
lowed. 
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New Works on Canon Law 


A study of the laws of clerical conduct, 
recently issued as a dissertation from 
the Catholic University, has much of in- 
terest to priests.! It treats the profes- 
sions and pursuits that are forbidden to 
clerics, and especially priests. The 
author has made every effort to bring 
his commentary up to date, applying the 
law to the present mores of American 
life. Gambling, hunting, the frequenting 
of cocktail bars, night clubs, etc., and 
attendance at various types of present- 
day amusement are treated in detail— 
as well as, for example, the practice of 
psychiatry, the directing of tours, and 
even the running of a roadside stand. 
The author applies the law of the Code 
with clarity and discretion. He is, as he 
should be, on the strict side as regards 
attendance at horse and dog races and 
betting with bookmakers. He is simi- 
larly minded, and with good reason, 
towards attendance at professional prize 
fights (wrestling matches are not dis- 
cussed). 

The problem of clerical attendance at 
parish dances is faced honestly, but yet 
with due consideration for present-day 
conditions. As several commentators on 
the Code have already observed, the 
standard of clerical deportment is in 
good part determined by common esti- 
mation, supposing of course the absence 
of illiceity in the action itself. Common 
estimation changes sometimes very 
greatly within a generation and not al- 
ways for the better. Legal obligations 

1 The Clerical Obligations of Canons 138 and 
140. By the Reverend James Thomas Dono- 


van, S.T.L., J.C.L. (The Catholic University 
of America, Washington, D. C.) 
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that are otherwise undetermined must 
be fixed in view of these facts. What- 
ever impropriety may have been seen in 
the past, we must concede there is none 
now, even in the eyes of non-Catholics, 
if a priest is present at a properly con- 
ducted dance of a parish or Catholic 
group. Throughout the country, cus- 
tom seems to sanction the practice. 
Custom and common estimation, though 
variable, are reliable in judging clerical 
propriety. 

The first installment of the third 
volume of Fr. Bouscaren’s celebrated 
“Canon Law Digest” is now available.* 
The merits of this splendid series is 
widely recognized. It has become a 
standard reference work. The new sup- 
plement contains papal documents and 
decrees between 1943 and 1948. Readers 
of this Review will note that very many 
have been at least summarized in its 
pages. Still, they will gain much by 
having the full text on hand. The ex- 
cellent allocutions of His Holiness on the 
Judiciary of the Church are also in- 
cluded. In addition to the promulgated 
documents, many private responses are 
published. Several are very informa- 
tive. There is a complete statement of 
the Holy Office (November 15, 1941) on 
the extent to which a priest may minister 
spiritually to schismatics. A decree of 
the Congregation of Rites (November 
20, 1940) explicitly allows the parties 
and witnesses of a marriage within the 
sanctuary for the marriage ceremony, 
and seemingly even during the Nuptial 


2Canon Law Digest: Supplement Through 
1948. By T. Lincoln Bouscaren, S.J., $.T.D., 
LL.B. (The Bruce Publishing Company, Mil- 
waukee, Wis.). 














BOOK REVIEWS 





Mass. Another interesting reply comes 
from the Holy Office (July 18, 1947), de- 
creeing the dissolution in favorem fidei of 
a disparate marriage between a Catholic 
and an infidel, contracted with dispensa- 
tion, in view of probable non-consum- 


mation. 
FRANCIS B. DONNELLY, S.T.L., J.C.D. 


Spiritual Writings of 
St. John Eudes 


It has been truly said of St. John 
Kudes that “the science which shines in 
his works not only emits light; it en- 
genders piety and sanctity.” A series 
of selected works of this Saint are now 
being translated for the enjoyment and 
edification of the English-speaking 
world. Three centuries have passed 
since he wrote his first book—proof that 


founded the Congregation of Jesus and 
Mary in 1643, the chief objects of the 
Congregation being the sanctification of 
the clergy and the evangelizing of the 
people through the preaching of miss- 
ions. He also founded the Religious 
Order of Our Lady of Charity for the 
conversion and rehabilitation of peni- 
tent women. 

The very sublimity of his teaching as 
manifested in ““The Admirable Heart of 
Mary” almost defies any attempt to give 
even a shadowy account of it.1. We feel 
small and humble in the light of a life so 
much greater than ours. Prayers are 
spread throughout the doctrinal parts of 
this work, which was the usual custom of 
the ascetical writers of the 16th and 17th 

1 Translated from the French by Charles 
Di Targiani and Ruth Hauser. Foreword by 


the Most Reverend Richard J. Cushing, Arch- 
bishop of Boston (P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New 








he wrote for all time. St. John Eudes York City, pages 365). 








PSYCHIATRY AND ASCETICISM 
By FELIX D. DUFFEY, C.S.C. 
$2.00 

We are all familiar with the internal conflicts between duty and desire, be- 
tween moral obligation and self-indulgence, between spiritual aspirations and 
mediocre satisfaction. The remote cause of these conflicts is original sin; 
their proximate remedy is cooperation with the grace of God, self-mastery by 
ascetical practices. 

Man is not a helpless victim of subconscious impulses, of unsatisfied desires. 
Determinism is the doctrinal basis of the dominant school of psychoanalysis. 
Catholic asceticism has spiritual therapy for spiritual ailments. 

But some neuroses are helped by sound psychiatric treatment. Wisely 
conducted psychiatric clinics or consultants will sift out the cases suitable for 
their therapeutic techniques. Any reliable remedy must have its definite 
scope; and within those limits the remedy can be recommended. But when | 
psychoanalysis falsely assumes that every mental tension is traceable to some | 
hidden and remotely thwarted desire or uncontrollable psychic force, the con-_ | 
sequences of the psychiatric treatment may be disastrous. 

The foregoing problems, and allied ones, form the topics discussed in 
Psychiatry and Asceticism, which, while not condemning sober psychiatry, | 
points out the soundness of the practices of Catholic asceticism, stressing 
three basic ascetical efforts essential to mental as well as to spiritual health. 

From your bookstore or from the 


B. HERDER BOOK COMPANY 


15 & 17 South Broadway St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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century. Office, Mass and devotions to 
the Admirable Heart of Mary make up 
the appendixes to this volume. 

Recommended to priests for the abun- 
dance of sermon material it contains, 
to theologians who will welcome it as an 
addition to their Marian library, to the 
laity who are becoming increasingly 
devout to the Admirable Heart of Mary 
since the apparitions at Fatima, and 
who will be delighted to read and better 
understand the basis for this devotion. 

The portrait of St. John Eudes stands 
clearly revealed in his letters—a treasure 
in spiritual art.2, Through his letters 
you come to know, love and understand 
him; his intense love for his fellow- 
men; his apostolic zeal for the most 
divine of all functions (the continual 
occupation of Christ Himself), the 
salvation of souls. These letters reveal 
St. John Eudes’ own paternal heart. 
They should not be read in haste, as 
they are spiritual writings filled with 
lofty, almost Biblical serenity. 

Reading this book is like an intimate 
visit with our Saint—a visit that keeps 
you with him long enough to understand 
his gentleness, charity and humility— 
so that you are loath to leave his side. 

The translation of the selected works of 
St. John Eudes is a literary event of 
spiritual importance and should gain 
many new friends for him among the 
English-speaking clergy, religious and 
Catholic laity. 

Cuar.es J. Catan, O.P. 


A Spiritual Aeneid? 


It was Vergil that guided Dante 
through Hell and on to the meeting with 
Beatrice in the Purgatorio. Amid the 
anguish of severing ties with the Church 

2 Letters and Shorter Works. By St. John 
Eudes. Translated by Ruth Hauser, M.A. 
Introduction by the Very Rev. Francis Lebes- 


conte, Superior General of the Eudist Fathers 
(P. J. Kenedy & Sons, pages 339). 
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of England, Father Knox sought solace 
in reading the Aneid, which he finished 
on the night before his submission to 
Rome. Hence the title of his latest 
work.! 

One can understand why Father 
Knox’s convert story has been so long in 
receiving an American publication. His 
life in its outward aspects has been as 
calm as a Wordsworth ode. His pur- 
suits have been academic solely. He did 
not suffer the moral anguish of an 
Augustine; he was never slandered or 
sued for libel, nor did he become em- 
broiled in political rivalries like New- 
man. There was none of Seven Storey 
Mountain earthiness in his early life. 
There was only the drama of a soul, or 
rather of a mind—and a very gifted 
mind that can reveal itself in lucent 
prose. Father Knox’s pen distills a 
rare wine, and the “beaded bubbles” of 
his good nature are ever “winking at 
the brim.” 

He has now become a modern Vener- 
able Bede, with his indefatigable trans- 
lating of Holy Writ. The “‘Aineid” 
shows that a person with a highly active 
mind, who is in dead earnest about the 
truth of his religious convictions, is 
bound to have anxieties about Anglican- 
ism. As the author brings out, Angli- 
canism is more of an attitude than a 
conviction. A man clings to it as to a 
political party, without unreserved faith 
in its orthodoxy. For this reason, 
“Evangelical Christianity” can never be 
evangelical in the sense that Christ 
ordained. Nothing enervates a preacher 
like lack of full conviction. “‘Creden- 
dum est tibi, si vis me credere,”’ might 
have been posited by Horace in an 
Ars Evangelica. 

For several years before his obeisance 
to Rome, Father Knox exercised his 


1A Spiritual Aneid. By Ronald Knox 
(The Newman Press, Westminster, Md.). 
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Anglican ministry as little as possible. 
Here may be the reason why tirades 
against Catholicism form the stock-in- 
trade of so many Protestant spielers. 
There may be some basis in fact for 
attacking the behavior of the Catholic 
body, but there is no basis in fact to 
satisfy an active mind regarding the 
doctrines which Protestantism _ itself 
professes. 

The “Aineid” is not just another 
convert story, because Father Knox is 
not just another convert. He is a 
rarely gifted person. During nine hours 
of a single day he read Plato’s ‘“‘Repub- 
lic’ from cover to cover. Here it is not 
the facile sight-reading that impresses 
me so much as the power of sustained 
concentration. Father Knox is a mas- 
ter of language. And it needed such 
mastery to elucidate the subtle vicissi- 
tudes of a gifted mind. 


The author is the sort of writer that 
continually entices you to quote him. 
Space limits me to one quotation: 


“The process of coming to change 
your view is not, in real life, a strict 
logical process, with Ergo’s and Dis- 
linguo’s for its milestones. Your re- 
ligion builds itself up you know not 
how: some habits of thought stepped 
into unconsciously, others imbibed 
from study, others acquired by prayer. 
And beyond that, the whole complex 
of your psychology, molded by innum- 
erable influences not merely religious, 
predispose you this way or that; 
your mental outlook, though it does 
not alter the facts, does condition the 
ways in which you come to appreciate 
them.” 


Because of its  perspicacity, the 
‘“*7Eneid”’ might be called a ““Grammar 
of Assent to Catholicism.” 

Tuomas A. Fox, C.S.P. 
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Must It Be Communism? 


Father Osgniach has made a welcome 
and important addition to the growing 
literature on Catholic social theory in 
English. The question in his title is 
not a rhetorical one. The answer is in 
the book itself. It is: “‘No; here is 
something better.” In other words, 
the buyer of this book should not im- 
agine that he is acquiring merely another 
negative answer to Marxism. We have 
enough of those already. Father Osgni- 
ach’s answer is plenty positive. 

Indeed, the question may well be 
raised if it is not Capitalism, rather 
than Communism, which is his principal 
target. In any case, the author comes 
right down into the middle of the current 
controversy among American Catholics 
about whether Catholic social theory, 
especially as set forth by the Popes, 
condemns Capitalism outright, in its 
essence, or merely in its abuses. He has 
given us ample material for this dis- 
cussion, set forth in his habitual 
scholarly manner. This reviewer would 
hesitate to declare absolutely that the 
author has taken sides explicitly for the 
affirmative of this question. I feel, 
however, that Father Osgniach, in his 
criticisms of economic liberalism and 
individualism, has dealt powerful blows 
against the negative. 

This question is so important for 
Catholic theologians and philosophers 
that its import, as set forth by this 
author, should be carefully explored. 
A whole area of moral theology is in- 
volved. What really has to be de- 
cided by moralists, of course, is whether 
penitents are simply guilty of abuses in 
their administration of private property 
and in their relations with their em- 
ployees, or are engaged in an economic 


! Must It Be Communism? By Augustine 
a. ey, O.S.B. (Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 
New York City; pages x-486). 
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system which is itself immoral. The 
solution of this immemorial moral 
problem is not explicitly given by 
Father Osgniach and maybe it cannot 
yet be given, but he has supplied us with 
an abundant amount of material, out 
of which the moralists may be able to 
draw a fairly accurate solution. 

It should not, however, be concluded 
that this book is entirely engaged with 
this particular moral problem. It is a 
penetrating analysis of Communism 
and Capitalism, of course, but it is also, 
and above all, an original application 
of the Catholic social theory to current 
American industrial and commercial 
conditions. This reviewer does not 
agree with every particular conclusion 
drawn, nor do I imagine will every 
reader—a fact which is not particu- 
larly important, since what is important 
is that Catholics should more and 
more discuss their own social theory 
among themselves, in the context of 
American social reality. Father Osgni- 
ach’s book has the merit of mingling 
theory with a vast amount of factual 
material drawn from the American 
scene. It will certainly contribute to 
the ultimate Catholic decision on Ameri- 
can economic and social life. 

An interesting and valuable feature of 
the volume is Part Four: “The Views 
of the Technician.” These three chap- 
ters are by the well-known economist, 
Father Jerome L. Toner, O.S.B., and 
are based on public addresses he has 
made at learned gatherings. They deal 
with the living wage, the closed shop, 
and some obstacles to the social action 
program. They are presented in the 
writer’s usual competent style. 

The author adds a Brief Glossary of 
terms which are frequently misused by 
Communists in their propaganda, the 
correct meaning being given where nec- 
essary. Semantics is a potent weapon 
in this warfare. There is also a list of 
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selected readings for each chapter, many 
of them for the advanced and mature 
student. <A Index 
volume. 


useful closes the 


Witrrip Parsons, S.J. 


A Catholic Saga of the Middle 
West 

As arule, centenary publications seem 
primarily concerned with extolling the 
present-day glory of the institution de- 


scribed. They bestow only a fleeting, 
and often merely a_ condescending, 


glance at the toil and sacrifices of past 
generations which were the real price 
paid for the success achieved. ‘100 
Years,’ devoted to the story of Catholic 
growth in Chicago and the Middle West 
in 1849-1949, marks a welcome depart- 
ure from that unfortunate tendency. ! 
The splendors of Catholic achievement 
within this very important area are in- 
deed fully and fittingly described—and 
than illustrated. 
However, the editors and collaborators 
had a further and finer objective than 
producing a beautiful picture book de- 


more sumptuously 


picting existing conditions. Their chief 
purpose was obviously to present a sim- 
ple, complete and entirely authentic 
story of the tremendous obstacles met 
and overcome by the early priests and 
settlers of the Middle West before the 
local Church attained the eminence that 
it now enjoys as the most populous dio- 
cese in the Catholic world. 

Starting from the time when Chicago 
was an insignificant settlement of a half- 
score trappers’ huts, “100 Years” calls 
the roll of all the clergy and laity who 
played a significant part in what is truly 
a Catholic saga. We are given an inti- 
mate and fully documented account of 
the struggles, the gains and the setbacks 


of each successive generation. Suc- 





1 Published by the Holy Name Cathedral, 
730 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 11, III. 
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RECENT TITLES 


HENRY CARDINAL MANNING 
The Love of Jesus 
to Penitents 
A well-known spiritual classic treating 
the Sacrament of Penance as an ob- 
ject of our love and a manifestation 
of the special tenderness of the love of 


Jesus. Penance draws us to itself by 

the effusion of special gifts of grace. 

; $1.50 
Translated by 


JOSEPH M. COLLERAN, 
C.SS.R., Ph.D. 


St. Augustine, the Greatness 


of the Soul and the Teacher 
The ninth volume of the series An- 
cient Christian Writers, the Works of 
the Fathers in translation. Reviews 
of preceding volumes have called this 
series the standard English transla- 
tion of the Fathers. $3.00 


RAOUL PLUS, S.J. 
The Holiness in the Church 
The object of the present work is to 
show: first, what the Church in the 
twentieth century offers to her chil- 
dren as a means of sanctification; sec- 
ond, what these means produce in 
those of her children who are willing 
to make use of them with intelligence 
and courage. $2.00 


HERBERT THURSTON, S.J. 
The Holy Year of Jubilee 


A scholarly but simple history of the 
Holy Year from its beginnings in 
1300, an explanation of the Catholic 
doctrine of indulgences, the cere- 
monies of the Holy Door and other 
ceremonies, the visits to the Basilicas, 
and the Jubilee indulgence and the 
conditions for gaining the Jubilee. 
There are 73 illustrations to accom- 
pany the text. $4.25 


DOM. E. A. ROULIN, O.S.B. 
Vestments and Vesture 
The author’s aim has been to produce 
a practical guide to liturgical and 
beautiful vestments, in order to help 
not only the professional makers of 
vestments, but also those devout 
women who take up the work from 
religious motives, and_ especially 
priests who must follow the best 
liturgical traditions. $4.00 


At your bookstore or from 


THE NEWMAN PRESS 
Catholic Publishers 


Westminster, Maryland 
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cesses and disappointments, indeed, freely 
punctuate this absorbing human docu- 
ment—a story that all Catholics will 
read with deep interest and sympathy 
and edification. Incidentally readers 
will gain a clearer insight into many im- 
portant events of secular history. “100 
Years”’ ought to be taken as a model for 
all future works in the field of local 
church history. Too much praise can- 
not be given to all those who have in 
any way contributed to the production 
of this splendid work. 

Tuomas J. KENNEDY. 


English and Irish Publications 


- The Reverend E. C. Messenger is ren- 
dering a genuine service to the Church 
by translating the famous historical 
works of Lebreton, Zeller, Palanque, 
Bardy and de Labroille. The latest 
volume to come our way is entitled ‘““The 
Church in the Christian Roman Em- 
pire,”’ and it is the first in a series of four. 
The period covered is that from the con- 
version of Constantine to the Council of 
Constantinople in 382. The publishers 
(Burns, Oates) are to be congratulated 
on their part in the production of this ex- 
cellent and valuable series. 

For young Religious, especially nuns, 
Burns, Oates have brought out a new 
edition of “The Little Office’ of Our 
Lady, containing also the Office for the 
Dead and various other liturgical pray- 
ers. But the real value of this particu- 


lar edition is that it contains an explana- 
tion by a Novice Master of what a 
young Religious should know about the 
Office, and also some notes on the psalms 
and prayers. 

We priests are often questioned about 
contemporary Spanish history, and it is 
necessary that we should have the facts 
concerning the revolution, the civil war 
and the Franco régime at our finger tips. 
An excellent book of reference designed 
to aid us in this matter has been written 
by Arthur Loveday and published by the 
Boswell Publishing Co., under the title 
“Spain, 1923-1948." The author is a 
real authority on his subject, having 
lived in Spain for many years. 

Francis J. RipLey 
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THE COMMUNIST PROBLEM 
AND ITS CHRISTIAN SOLUTION 








“Watch and pray, for your rights are al 
slake. The souls of your children and your 
grandchildren are at stake.” 


—CARDINAL MINDSZENTY. 











There is no doubt that the great struggle between the two 
diametrically opposed ideologies—Communism and West- 





ern Democracy—is the most vital problem of our time. 


After years of research and careful study, the author of this book presents the philosophical 
approach to and the Christian solution of this important issue. 


As it is one of the chief objectives of this book to demonstrate the falsehoods of the prin- 
ciples of economic liberalism and of communism, the author gives us first a critical resume of 
these doctrines and analyzes the causes responsible for the present economic and social ills. 
He holds that the present status of our society is due to these false philosophies, which have 
ruined the religious, moral and political basis of human society. 


He shows that a careful study and application of sound social principles is necessary to save 
us from false LU topias on one side and from barbarism and despair on the other extreme. 


Part I of the highly readable book is devoted to a consideration of the reality, nature and 
genesis of the social problem and of precapitalistic society. The present social conflict is 
due not only to the modern industrial revolution, but also to the decline of religious beliefs 
and morals during the last century. The faith and moral conduct of the masses was under- 
mined by the example of the wealthy, who turned away from spiritual values and embraced 
the materialistic philosophy of earthly and perishable things. 
Te ry . . 

Views of a Technician 
While the main part of the book deals chiefly with the philosophical principles, Part Four 
offers their practical application. 
Contributed by Dom Jerome L. Toner, an expert with specialized knowledge of social and 
economic life, the three chapters of this part deal with THE RIGHT TO A LIVING WAGE 
—THE CLOSED SHOP—ECONOMIC OBSTACLES TO THE SOCIAL ACTION PRO- 
GRAM. 
Dom Toner is particularly qualified to discuss these topics, since he has lectured for many 
vears in Industrial Relations and he has acted as mediator, conciliator and arbitrator. 
The book: MUST IT BE COMMUNISM? by Augustine J. Osgniach, O.S.B., Ph.D., 
professor of Philosophy at St. Martin’s College, Olympia, Washington, with 3 chapters com- 
prising part four by Jerome L. Toner, O.S.B., Ph.D. Pages, x, 486. Price $5.00. 
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